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NEED HELP? 
Help in Thursley is available to anyone 
living in the parish of Thursley. 
 

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE? 
Transport to Doctors, Dentists and 
Hospital appointments, Shops, Post Office, 
Hairdresser, collecting prescriptions, your 
pet to the Vet, etc. 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
Phone 07538 201 276 and leave a message. 

The Duty Officer will listen to all messages at least once a day Mondays 
to Fridays and seek an appropriate volunteer to help you. The Duty 
Officer will contact you to discuss your request and then contact you 
again to give you the name of the volunteer who will help you. Please 
ensure you give us a few days’ notice. 

 



3 



4 



5 



6 



7 

PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE OF 14TH JUNE 2025 FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE JULY 
2025 ISSUE OF THURSLEY PARISH MAGAZINE.  
EDITOR: Tricia HORWOOD, Thursley House, Dye House Road, Thursley  GU8 6QD.   
Tel: 01252 705171  E-mail: tricia@horwood.org 
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Jane HEPBURN (our advertising year runs from April  -  March) 
Tel: 07768 421935  Email: hepburnjaney@hotmail.com 
DISTRIBUTION & SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:  Jenny GORDON 
Tel: 07796 254361  Email:  thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: £8.50 FOR 12 ISSUES FROM JANUARY—DECEMBER 2025 
PAYABLE TO: Thursley Parish Magazine.  Account No: 55514963   Sort Code: 30-98-97 
Ref: House Name (or number & road) 
COVER:  The Gobles family installing the new village sign (Jordan, Lucy G, Teresa, James, 
Peter,  Geoffry, Bethan & Oakley) 
CONTACT: thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com (& to request a digital copy) 

What an utterly brilliant VE/VJ week of celebrations 
we had in the village last month. A full report of all 
the activities can be found later in this issue, together 
with Valerie Ferris’s lovely photos which captured 
most of the events.  To see them please visit both 
Thursley village’s Facebook page and the History 
Society’s website (www.thursleyhistorysociety.org.uk), 
where you will also find all the entries to the “Victory 
Euphoria” Exhibition.   Many of the villagers who 
helped make it such a special week are thanked later 

in Sally Scheffers’ report, but I ’d l ike to thank Sally herself, who spent six 
months researching,  curating and cajoling people to write about their and 
their family’s experiences of WW2. It was a very poignant reminder of all 
the sacrifices that were made by ordinary people, as well as by our brave 
young men and women in uniform.  
 

I’d also like to thank the whole Gobles family who renovated and spruced 
up our vil lage “Thor” sign (pictured on the front cover and in the magazine) 
in advance of our celebrations.  It looks wonderful.  
 
We still  have lots going on in June, from an Open Farm Sunday at Bowlhead 
Green Farm, a Horts Society Roses & Rosé evening, two open garden days 
and the monthly Ladies over 50s lunch at the pub.  Let ’s hope this weather 
continues for the rest of the summer.  
 

           Wishing you all a very jolly June! 

EDITORIAL 
By Tricia Horwood 
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CHURCH: ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
 

 

VICAR 
Revd Hannah Moore  01252 705941 
rector@parishesofetsph.org  
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Revd Delia Orme    01252 702217 

minister@parishesofetsph.org 
 

Louisa MASON  01252 705164  
curate@parishesofetsph.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Susanna HUNTER       07833 574152 
gammelby@btinternet.com 
 

Simon TREADWELL                   07799 600470 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

TREASURER  
Rupert PERRIER                        07916 294646 
rupertperrier@googlemail.com 
  

PCC CLERK OF WORKS 
Simon TREADWELL    01428 687715 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY        07722 943909 
claire.dailly@yahoo.com 
 

Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 
 

Jackie RICKENBERG 07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 

Steve CRUICKSHANK             07768 774398 
Stephen.cruickshank@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 

ORGANIST 
Robbie GOLDFINCH 01252 705151  
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Sallie ROLES   01252 706820 
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Lisa WOODS   07710 070412  
lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 
 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA 
Caroline MENDELSSOHN     01252 702808 
Caroline.mendelssohn@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
Mike ROBERTS  01252 702932 
 
 

HELP IN THURSLEY 07538 201276  
Chairman: 
David YOUNG   01428 607716  
chairman@helpinthursley.com  
Treasurer:  
Peter HUNTER   01252 702165 
peterchunter@btconnect.com 
 
 

 

THURSLEY CRCKET CLUB 
Chairman: 
Lee SMALLBONE 
chairman@thursleycricketclub.com 
Secretary: 
Alex MEEARS    
secretary@thursleycricketclub.com  
 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Council Clerk:  
Elaine FELTON  01252 703201 
The Barrows, Seale Road, Elstead GU8 6LF 
clerk@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Chairman:  
James MENDELSSOHN   07941 507753 
Bears Barn, Dye House Road, Thursley 
Surrey GU8 6QD 
j.mendelssohn@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Vice Chairman:  
Richard OWEN    01428 607741 
richard.thursleypc@gmail.com  
 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY  07722 943909 
c.dailly@thursley-pc.gov.uk 

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND LOCAL DIRECTORY 

mailto:rector@parishesofETSPH.org
mailto:sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@helpinthursley.com
tel:01428607741
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Michelle DE VRIES  07590 893497  
m.devries@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Helen FLAVELL  07941060663  
h.flavell@thursley-pc.gov.uk  
 

Chris MCCLEMENTS 07970 204906 
c.mcclements@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Tom TAYLOR-MATHEWS  
t.taylormathews@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
[ 

 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDENS 
Contact Elaine Felton 01252 703201 
 

COMMUNITY RECYCLER 
Bruce PYWELL  07498 744 793  
bruce.pywell@gmail.com 
 

 

THURSLEY NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 
Reserve Warden:   
James GILES    01428 685675    
james.giles@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

THURSLEY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Chairman 
Sally SCHEFFERS :   07887 616541  
scheffers@btinternet.com   
 

 

Secretary:   
Jackie RICKENBERG     07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 
 

Treasurer:   
Peter RICKENBERG     07774 203111  
peter@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

Archivist:     
Alison HANBURY    07980 202579  
 

Website: 
David YOUNG           07879 551206 
Davidjohnyoung51@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Secretary:  
Pat CLAKE       01252 706869 
patclake@hotmail.com 
 

HANKLEY COMMON MILITARY ACTIVITY 
24 Hour Ops Room    01420  483405 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Jackie MALTON    07885 147304 

ThursleyNW@gmail.com  
 

THURSLEY LADIES 50+ LUNCH 

Lisa WOODS      07710 070412  

lisa&hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

SURREY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 
Ben ALEXANDER    07964 391882 
ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

BUTTERFLIES NURSERY 
D ELLUL & M DHILLON  07827 786005 
 

THE THREE HORSESHOES     01252 703900  
www.threehorseshoesthursley.com 
 

 

THURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 
www.thursleyvillagehall.co.uk 
thursleyvillagehall@btinternet.com 
 

Village Hall Chairman: 
Clea BEECHEY  07711 183959 
cleab@me.com 
 

Village Hall Secretary: 
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
 

Village Hall Manager:           01252 706929  
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Surrey County: 
David HARMER    01428 606921 
Wyanston, Tower Road, Hindhead,  
Surrey  GU26 6ST 
david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

Waverley Borough: 
David MUNRO  07493 200398  
david.munro@waverley.gov.uk 
 

James STAUNTON 
james.staunton@waverley.gov.uk  
 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Rt Hon Jeremy HUNT  01428 609416 
huntj@parliament.uk 

mailto:ThursleyNW@gmail.com
mailto:ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com
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Please note: Due to building works all services held at St James’, Elstead will be 
moving to St James’ Primary School, Thursley Road, Elstead  GU8 6DH from 1st May 
until December 2025. 
 

JUNE 
 

SUNDAY 1st 9.15am  Communion at St James’ Primary School, 
Easter 7   Elstead 
 9.45am  Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
 10.30am  Modern Service with Communion at 
   St James’ Primary School, Elstead 
 
 

 

 

SUNDAY 8th 9.15am Communion  at St James’ Primary School, 
Pentacost   Elstead 
 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 15th 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
Trinity/Father’s Day 10.30am Modern Service at St James’ Primary 
   School, Elstead 
 11.00am Service of the word at St Mary’s,  
   Shackleford 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 22nd 10.00am Communion at St Nicholas, Peper Harow 
Trinity 1 
 

SUNDAY 29th 10.00am Communion at St Nicolas, Peper Harow 
Trinity 2 
   

 

www.parishesofetsph.org.uk   

SERVICES FOR THE PARISHES OF 
 ELSTEAD, THURSLEY, SHACKLEFORD & PEPER HAROW 

 
 

JUNE 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING   
(Please contact Sallie Roles if you can help) 

Jo KELLY           Julia CASH 

 
 

 

COFFEE ROTA 
(Please contact Caroline Mendelssohn if you can help) 

1st  Marion O’BRIEN        8th  Sallie ROLES         15th  Anne WAKELEY 
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JUNE 
 

 

Thursday 5th  7.00pm Thursley Parish Council Meeting. 
     Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 

Friday 6th-Sunday 8th   Tilford Bach Festival 2025 
     Tilfordbachfestival.com 
 

Sunday 8th  7am-5pm  Open Farm Sunday. 
     Bowlhead Green Farm. See p17. 
 

Wednesday 18th  6.00-8.00pm  Horts Society Roses & Rosé Evening 
     Village Hall. All welcome.  See p34. 
 
 

Thursday 19th  10.30-5pm  Lower House Open Garden (part of the NGC) 
     Bowlhead Green.  See p16. 
 

  12.30pm  Thursley 50+ Ladies Lunch. Three  
     Horseshoes Pub. Booking essential.   
 

Saturday 21st  10.00am  Churchyard Working Party. St Michael & 
     All Angels Church.  All help welcome. 
 

Sunday 22nd  1-5.00pm  Lower House Open Garden (part of NGS) 
     Bolwhead Green.  See p16,. 
    
 

 
 

JULY 
 

Saturday 5th  6.30-11pm  Charity Barn Dance.  Little Cowdray Farm. 
     See p24 for details. 

 

VILLAGE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Tilford Bach Festival in 2025 is the 73rd annual celebration of the works of 

Johann Sebastian Bach held in All Saints church in Tilford.   Our Musical Director 

is Adrian Butterfield of the Royal College of Music and our orchestra in residence 

under his direction is  the London Handel Players. 
 

Friday 6th June,7.30pm: A celebration of Scottish Baroque music – followed by a 

cèilidh at the  Tilford Institute at 9 pm - Scottish country music, dancing and fun, 

with a caller to help keep everyone on track.   You don’t need to know the 

dances! 
 

Saturday 7th June, 7.30 pm: J.S. Bach – Mass in B Minor BWV 232 
  

Sunday 8th June, 5 pm :Young talent perform music by Corelli and Vivaldi, 

including Corelli’s Christmas Concerto, the Concerto grosso in G minor, Op. 6, No. 

8 - a “glittering jewel”. 

tilfordbachfestival.com  
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On the 8th of June the church will 
celebrate the Feast of Pentecost with 
services at  9.15am in St James’ School 
and 9.45am in Thursley.  
 

Pentecost derives its name from the 
Greek word "Pentēkostē," meaning 
"fiftieth." This is because its observance 
happens fifty days after Easter Sunday. 
The Feast of Pentecost, also known as 
Whitsunday. The term "Whitsunday" is 
derived from "White Sunday," referring to 
the white garments worn by those who 
chose to be baptised on the Sunday.   
 

These days we are encouraged to wear 
red for Pentecost symbolising the coming 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 

The events of Pentecost which are 
described in the bible, took place during 
the Jewish festival of Shavuot, which is 
why there were so many people gathered 
in Jerusalem. According to the biblical 
account, the apostles were gathered in 
Jerusalem when a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind filled the house where they 
were sitting. Tongues of fire appeared and 
rested on each of them, and they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. This miraculous 
event enabled them to speak in different 
languages, allowing them to proclaim the 
gospel to people from various nations 
who were in Jerusalem at the time. 
 

The ability to speak in various languages 
has always fascinated me, especially as 
learning languages has never been my 
forte. Whilst living in South Africa, I only 
just managed to pass my Afrikaans exam 
for my school leavers certificate!  
 

Speaking in other languages is about 
finding a voice. The disciples at Pentecost 

ran out into the streets of Jerusalem and 
used their voices to tell anyone who 
would listen that Jesus was risen and God 
loves them. The used their voices for 
good. 
 

It strikes me,  in a world filled with so 
much noise and aggressive, shouting 
voices,  that we need to use our still, 
small, calm voices to call for peace. 
 

I am sure like me, you are distressed 
each time you see the news reports of 
increased fighting in Ukraine and Russia, 
in Israel and Gaza and in other countries 
around the world. 
 

We have a voice, a voice that is powerful 
and could be used to call for peace. The 
biblical term for peace in the bible is 
Shalom. The concept of Shalom has a 
richer deeper meaning than a state of 
peace, it encompasses a sense of 
wholeness, completeness, and well-
being. It implies not just the absence of 
conflict, but a state of harmony, 
prosperity, and tranquillity. Shalom is 
used to describe the ideal state of affairs 
in the world, where everything is in its 
right place and functioning as it should. 
We have a voice to help create a world in 
which everything is as it should be, won't 
that be wonderful! 
 

Coincidentally, the symbol of the Holy 
Spirit is a dove and the international 
symbol of peace is a dove. This month,  I 
will be wearing a dove on my collar as a 
symbol that I am using my “voice” in a 
small way to call for peace in places of 
conflict. Will you join me? 
 

FROM A SPARK TO A FLAME 
By Revd Hannah Moore 
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At the May session of the Parish 
Council the Councillors elect their 
Chair and Vice Chair for the 
forthcoming year.  With Rich Owen 
standing down as Vice Chair as he and 
his family will be leaving the village 
shortly, Chris McClements kindly 
agreed to take over.  Unfortunately, 
there was again a marked lack of 
volunteers to take over as Chair, so I 
will be continuing in that role for 
another year … 
 

At this stage, I would like to thank Rich 
for all his hard work as a Councillor, 
and indeed as Vice Chair.  His 
commitment was second to none, and 
he always just got things done, without 
being prompted or asked to do so.  I 
would also like to thank Claire Dailly 
who is standing down – at least for the 
time being.  She too has been a 
tremendous asset to the Parish 
Council, and indeed has been a driving 
force behind many of the VE Day events 
which we have all enjoyed recently.  So 

thank you, both Rich and Claire, and 
thank you Chris for stepping up. 
 

With the changes on the Parish 
Council, we will be coopting one new 
Councillor very soon, and another one 
later in the summer when Rich leaves 
the village.  If you would be interested 
in joining the Parish Council, do please 
let me know.  There are some 
interesting bits to the role (and some 
less interesting bits too) but we try to 
keep it fun and involved, and I hope that 
we contribute positively to village life. 
 

Talking about our VE Day events, we all 
enjoyed a whole range of events that 
ran over several days within the village.  
Reports and pictures will be found 
elsewhere in this magazine but, from a 
Parish Council perspective, we simply 
want to say a big thank you to all those 
who were involved in the countless 
hours of preparation and planning that 
went in to making the celebrations as 
wonderfully successful as they were.  A 
true example of Thursley at its best. 
 

Back to the more routine but equally 
important tasks, Chris McClements 
and I had what we hope will prove to be 
a very successful visit to the National 
Highways Control Centre at the 
Hindhead Tunnel.  This was the result of 
the intervention of our MP, Jeremy 
Hunt, following the extended closure of 
the tunnel when a CCTV issue required 
a replacement hard drive to be 
couriered from Blackburn, with the 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
By Chairman James Mendelssohn 
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resultant traffic chaos impacting both 
Thursley and Bowlhead Green. 
 

At that meeting, we agreed with 
National Highways an improved signage 
scheme for planned closures, which 
should both provide more accurate 
information to drivers, and also 
discourage them from ignoring the 
signs and coming through the village.  
Chris will also be talking to Surrey 
Highways about trying to improve the 
permanent signage to prevent HGVs 
from going down French Lane to 
Bowlhead Green, or coming into Dye 
House Road to come through the 
village. 

We will need to be patient.  These 
things take time and there are many 
hurdles to overcome.  It is also fair to 
say that both Chris and I were surprised 
by the extent and complexity of the 
tunnel operation.  It is all too easy to 
think that it is ‘just a tunnel’, but the 
processes required to keep it safe at all 
times are, necessarily, very stringent. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will 
take place in the Village Hall on 
Thursday 5 June at 7.00 pm, and not 
on the first Tuesday of the month, as is 
normally the case. 

 

SECURITY IN THURSLEY 

 

 
 

At the recent Parish Assembly, a proposal was raised on behalf of one 

member of our community to consider the appointment of a private 

security firm to provide additional security and other support services to 

residents in the Parish. 

 

Having listened to feedback and considered carefully the practicalities 

and implications of such a scheme, it has been decided not to develop 

this proposal, at least for the time being. 

 

Nevertheless, levels of crime - and Police response times - remain a 

concern, and further thought will be given to alternative ways of 

improving security in the village. 
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Contact: Georgina Harvey 
georgina@gharvey.co.uk 

Tel: 07710 797698 

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME OPEN DAY 
19th & 22nd June 2025 
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As any tennis fan will tell you, there is 
no better place than SW19, and for me, 
there can be no better job than being 

the Chief Steward of the Association of 
Honorary Stewards at the Wimbledon 
Championships.  But when Tricia asked 
me to write about a day in my working 
life, I wondered where on earth to 
begin ... largely because there is no 
typical day. 
 

The role is year-round and I am at the 
Club perhaps once a week – providing 
feedback after the Championships, 
discussing future plans and beginning 
to prepare for the following year.  In the 
Autumn, we assess, recruit and train 
approximately 15 new Stewards; we 
hold an AGM and various social 
functions; and early in the New Year, 
we begin the planning and scheduling 
process for the next Championships.   
 

But during the Championships 
themselves, the alarm goes off at 
4.45am and I am on the A3 soon after 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE CHIEF STEWARD AT WIMBLEDON 
By James Mendelssohn 
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5.00am to make sure that I am parked 
and at the famous Wimbledon Queue 
well before 6.00am when the night 
team of Stewards finishes, and the day 
team starts.  This is one of the busiest 
times of the day: the London 
Underground has started running and 
guests hoping to get in on a Grounds 
Pass will be converging on Wimbledon 
Park to join the Queue. 
 

At the same time, those that have 
camped overnight in the hope of 
securing a show court seat will be 
packing up their tents, depositing them 
at left luggage, and rejoining the 
Queue, waiting for the gates into the 
Golf Course to open. 
 

Any casual onlooker observing 
Wimbledon Park at that time of the 
morning would wonder how on earth 
that crowd, which may be 10,000 

strong by 8.00 am, could be managed 
to ensure that everyone enters the 
Grounds in the order in which they have 
arrived.  But they do.  A system of 
Queue Cards and wristbands means 
that the established, fair and very 
British system works ... and anyone 
trying to buck it will fail to do so ... and 
be politely redirected to the back of the 
Queue! 
 

Having had a quick chat with the senior 
Stewards who manage the 30 or so of 
the team working in Wimbledon Park, I 
will then head into the grounds to my 
small office opposite Gangway 101 on 
Centre Court and grab a quick coffee 
before the morning security briefing at 
7.30 am, attended by the Club’s Head 
of Security, and representatives of the 
various contractors providing security 
services, together with the Military and 
London Fire Brigade Stewards. 
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After that, the day takes on a less 
structured pattern.  I have a highly 
competent and very experienced team 
of Stewards working with me – many of 
them have served for much longer than 
I have – and they certainly don’t need 
micro-managing.  We have structures 
and schedules in place to ensure that 
all areas are covered at the right times – 
in the Queue and outside the Gates in 
the morning; on the Show Courts and 
various places outside the grounds in 
the afternoon – and we also ensure that 
less experienced Stewards are trained 
on the job and given the support that 
they need in the early years.  
 

This being as it is, I spend much of the 
rest of the day moving around the 
grounds and outside the gates, talking 
to people, keeping an eye on things, 
and having the odd word when 

necessary.  For the most part, 
everything runs very smoothly, but from 
time-to-time incidents do occur which 
need a level of support or intervention.  
Our role is absolutely to improve the 
guest experience, and the knowledge 
and experience of a Steward who has 
been serving at the Championships for 
20 plus years will normally achieve this.  
But just occasionally, guests step out 
of line or become upset, and we need 
to be very careful to manage such 
situations sensitively and within very 
strict protocols. 
 

During the day, I will grab a quick 
lunch, both as a necessary way of 
sustaining the inner man, but perhaps 
more importantly, because it provides a 
great opportunity to chat to colleagues 
and hear what is going on. 
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In the afternoon, the Show Courts will 
be fully operational and the situation in 
the Grounds becomes very dynamic.  
Typically, there will be a little over 
40,000 guests in the grounds on any day 
and depending on the progress of 
matches, you can have 30,000 
watching games on Centre and No 1 
Courts – or they can all be in the 
Concourses, getting a drink, or going to 
the loo if matches on the two courts 
finish simultaneously! 
 

No two evenings are the same.  There is 
a second daily security briefing at 6.30 
pm each evening, but after that, Centre 
Court can finish at 7.30 pm – or it can 
continue until the curfew at 11.00 pm.  
Either way, with a great team of 
colleagues, I try and grab some supper 
and get away by about 9.00 pm to be 
home by 10.00 pm ... although it is 
frustrating how often there seem to be 
evening roadworks on the A3 during the 

Championships!  Then, six hours 
sleep ... and off we go again. 
 

Last year, with the Qualifiers, a training 
day, a Briefing Day and 14 days of the 
Championships, I did 22 days on the 
trot.  The last day ended with the 
Champions Dinner in the West End and 
home at 2.00 am.  When I tried to catch 
up with my online banking the following 
morning, the face recognition log in 
failed – too many rings round my eyes 
and bags under them – so I had to resort 
to a regular password! 
 

But I love it.  There is something very 
special about Wimbledon, even on a 
wet Tuesday afternoon in February, and 
I consider myself hugely honoured and 
privileged to have been asked to take on 
what, for me at least, is the most 
perfect retirement job. 
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Well, we have hit that time already 
in the year when we are getting 
desperate for rain. The forecast 
promises it and then an hour later 
it is gone. I went judging grass leys 
for the Petworth Ploughing Match 
Association last week and everyone 
is crying out for rain. 
 

 

The maize is all in and you can 
pretty much watch it grow at the 
moment. It had a small amount of 
rain on it when it was drilled, and it 
is loving the warm sunshine but 
again it will need a drop of wet 
stuff soon. 
 

It did very inconveniently drop a 
shower on our mown silage field (it 
wasn’t promised in the forecast at 
all) so we did have to go and flick 
out what we had mown after the 
shower to get it to dry in time 
before the rake and forager 
arrived.  In all we got a good yield, 
filling the cow clamp, which 
fortunately means we don’t have to 
open it again next time we silage to 
put more in. As usual, when we put 
the sheets up before the silage 
came in, we struggled with the wind 

blowing sheets in all directions. As 
the first load came in the clamp the 
driver sprinkled grass all around 
the bottom of the sheets to hold 
them down. When we finished 
Matthew, Toby and I had a right 
game putting sheets on the top - as 
soon as we had one laid in place we 
couldn’t get round with tyres quick 
enough to hold it - down goodness 
knows how many times we went 
from corner to corner pulling the 
sheet out, placing tyres and pulling 
heavy nets across, but it’s done 
now.  We have to wait for it to 
grow and then go again to fill the 
heifer clamp with as much extra as 
we can. 
 

Before we silaged Nick and I 
passed one hidden field gateway 
only to find it had been fly- tipped, 
but these had gone the extra mile 
and thrown stuff into the field too. 
On closer inspection they were 
boxes of nails and screws. Two 
hours I spent with a magnet 
clearing them up (a bit like trying 
to find a needle in a haystack). I 
can assure you had I seen the 
people who did it they would have 
received a few choice words to say 
the least. Nick cleared up the rest 
of the gateway rubbish as I was 
best left muttering expletives on 
my own grovelling around in long 
grass. Even though I had cleared it 
we still marked off the area, as the 
last thing we want are nails in the 
silage or in someone’s tyre. 
 
We have had more irritations with 
someone who keeps propping open a 
bridleway gate. Matthew let the 
cows go after morning milking to 
walk back to the field only to find 2 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE FARM THIS MONTH? 
By Jo Ranson 
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minutes later the were walking 
down the roadside back to the 
farm. Fortunately, only about 40 
cows had done this before we 
realised what had happened, and 
also, they came the right way back 
home. At first, we thought it was 
an honest mistake in that the 
bridleway gate didn’t shut properly 
when whoever went through but we 
have checked the gate every 
morning since and every morning it 
gets propped open with a bigger 
stick each time. Someone yet again 
clearly doesn’t know the 
countryside rules. 
 
Our winter housing for the cows 
has become very tired and we have 
been replacing bits, fixing bits and 
generally bodging bits for a long 
time. So, two of the worst houses 
are being replaced. It will all be 
exactly the same size and design 
but we are starting again. We are 
on a tight timescale though to get 
it taken down and put back up in 
time for calving. The building 
arrives in kit form in about 8 weeks’ 
time, which means we have to take 
down the old and get the base 
ready for then. Nick and I have 
started deconstructing the old one 
and when you start taking it down 
you really can see how much is in 
disrepair. It does make a good fill-
in job if anyone has a spare bit of 
time in between their main jobs; 
there is always a bed to be cleaned 
out or a bit of boarding that can 
come down. When the cows are all 
dried off on their holidays we can 
all really get stuck in. We will be 
putting up the new shed too -it cuts 
down the cost and also, we are so 
used to rebuilding that style it 
won’t be too tricky (she says with 
fingers crossed – bound to be a 
hiccup somewhere). 

We TB tested this week and had 
one cow that was inconclusive. A 
pain but not the end of the world. 
That one cow will be tested again in 
60 days’ time, if she goes clear and 
I can’t see why she shouldn’t as it 
was very marginal on clear or 
inconclusive (again with fingers 
crossed) then we are ok. If she 
fails or goes inconclusive again, she 
is then classed as a reactor and the 
whole lot needs to be tested again. 
So, let’s hope she passes in 60 days’ 
time. TB testing takes some 
organisational skills; organising 
where the cows, heifers and calves 
should be to get them in and out of 
fields quickly but also return back 
to after the first day and last 
three days without having to be 
moved again. You need all staff in 
on those days, and any extra help is 
always good (Nick had to miss the 
first day due to Arla meetings) so 
Ellie and Pricey (work experience 
boy) were fortunately free to come 
in too. Poppy and Pricey hadn’t TB 
tested at all so you are also having 
to train them where to be, how to 
move cows and calves and what is 
happening, all whilst trying to be 
efficient and on time for the TB 
tester. We also did the second blue 
tongue vaccine on the second day of 
TB testing, so there are ear tag 
numbers, freeze brand numbers 
and skin thickness numbers going in 
all directions with cows mooing and 
a crush banging. 
 

While we wait for the grass to 
grow ready for more silaging we will 
be taking more of the shed down 
and preparing for open farm 
Sunday – Don’t forget 8th June to 
come and see us. And some more 
swimming practice – we are at the 
practising in a wet suit and cold-
water stage – definitely more 
practice needed. 
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Huge thanks to all the Gobles family who cleaned and restored the village sign on  
Sunday 24th April 2025 in time for our VE Day celebrations.  It looks fantastic! 
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Our VE & VJ Day Celebrations are 
over.  Our combined efforts brought a 
lot of people out to enjoy the various 
activities and it was wonderful to see 
old friends and make new ones. 
 

Saturday the 2nd May was busy. The 
“Victory Euphoria” Exhibition 
presented by the Thursley History 
Society opened in the Village Hall with 
numerous stories of the relatives of 
village residents. The high point 
seemed to be the wartime toys made 
out of whatever came to hand. Marion 
O'Brien kindly loaned her beautiful, 
crocheted dolls with their chicken 
wishbone frames. They are so special 
and were a huge hit for the visitors. On 

a larger scale was Sukey Langdale's 
model farm which is about eight 
square feet and is made from the thin 
strips of wood from old orange boxes. 
It was made by Sukey's mother-in-law, 
Daphne, for her sons and is a replica 
of their family farm in Midhurst. It has 

the buildings, the cows, the pigs, the 
sheep, the horses, the people and 
even the bloodhounds they bred. It is 
wonderful and has obviously been 
cherished to have lasted so long. 
 

There were also log books, medals, a 
nazi dagger and prisoner of war 
documents to fill the display cases. Dr. 
Dennis Smith brought his father's 
photo albums – Colonel Douglas Smith 

THANK YOU 
By Sally Scheffers  

(all photos by Valerie Ferris unless otherwise indicated) 
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had been an equine vet with the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps and had 
worked with the mules and horses in 
the Middle East and Yugoslavia. 
 

Outside we had a perfect Austin 7 
gleaming in the sunshine and on the 
Sunday a wartime Jeep too. Huge 
thanks to everyone who contributed to 
make the exhibition the success it was. 
For months before I had called it, 
rather tongue in cheek, “The Great 
Exhibition”, but thanks to the 
wonderful response from the 
contributors it was! So thank you and 
to the History Society Committee for 
all your help.  The exhibition can be 
found on: 
 

www.thursleyhistorysociety.org.uk 
 

Outside the Hall Pat Clake and Lisa 
Woods, on behalf of the Horticultural 
Society, had organised “Gardens 
Open” in the middle of the village. On 
a glorious day the spring gardens 
looked their best and were very much 
enjoyed. Maps were available from the 
Church which had also been 
beautifully decorated with floral 
arrangements by Lisa and Debbie 

Spencer along with a group of talented 
flower arrangers. Thank you! 
 

Saturday evening was our wartime 
themed concert/sing-a-long in the 
Church. Claire Dailly, Wendy Edwards, 
Sabrina Dragoni-Long and myself 
produced a fun evening of patriotism 
and bucket loads of nostalgia. Grateful 
thanks go to our guest musicians who 
stepped up and joined in. Richard 
Fermer on Double Bass and his wife 
Gwen on Saxophone have recently 
moved to Witley and answered Claire's 
request on facebook for musicians. 
They love to play and I hope they will 
play for us again. Rob Lewis on Hugh Semper 
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keyboards and vocals is a professional 
musician and he too answered the call 
to play and our concert was very 
different from those he usually 
conducts but Rob had a blast. And to 
Wendy and her choir thank you for all 
coming along to lead us and I hope 
you enjoyed it as much as we all did. 
Thank you to Sabry for your incredible 
and powerful voice and personality. 
 

Sunday morning Delia Orme led a 
special Church Service to remember 
and commemorate Victory in Europe. 
Delia's sermon was sensitive and 
thoughtful and a good balance to the 
weekend where we all took time to 
reflect. 
 

Mike Spencer led the first softball 
match at the Cricket Club and Camilla 
Daubeney made a special cake for the 
players and spectators. It was super 
that everyone could be a part of the 
game and I'm sure will be repeated. 
 

Throughout the weekend the Village 
Hall Committee ran a pop up cafe for 
all the visitors and passing cyclists! I'm 

sure everyone was very grateful for 
the tea and home made cake – thank 
you. 
 

On Thursday 8th May the gardens of 
Bowlhead Green opened and were 
much admired by all the visitors. 
Weeks of work went into getting them 
ready and they all looked glorious. 
Thank you. 
 

Later, the official celebration began 
with the early evening bell ringing. All 
three of the Church's bells rang for 
half an hour with Tim Wakeley, Steve 
Cruickshank, Anne Treadwell, Peter 
Hunter and Simon Treadwell taking it 
in turns. Outside in the Churchyard, in 
the evening sunshine, listening to the 
bells was very poignant. Thank you. 
 

Michelle de Vries and Claire Dailly 
had organised the Parish Council's 
celebration at the pub. The copious 
lengths of bunting fluttered all around 
thanks to Peter and Teresa Goble and 
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Peter's platform cage on his 
telehandler. Michelle had created 
wonderful tins with old wartime labels 
and the pub was full of props and 

even a UXB cordoned off area 
complete with replica bomb! Sally and 
Dave Catchpole brought their 
beautifully restored tear drop caravan 
and 1940's caravan which were much 
admired and brought a vintage feel to 
the evening. The stage for our 
performers was the wooden cabin and 
it was perfect for “The Cadettes” who 
sang to everyone gathered outside the 
pub. We should have all followed Ella 
and Stanley's lead and danced, and 
thank you to the children for hopping 
and swaying and thoroughly revelling 
in the forties songs. 
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Michelle and Daniel fed us all with 
portions of fish and chips, salt, 
vinegar, tomato sauce and a big bowl 
of delicious homemade tartar sauce. It 
was so good and how they managed 
to feed around 120 people so 
efficiently was very impressive. Well 
done and thank you. 
 

There was also a generous array of 
salads made by Michelle de Vries and 
her mother Dee, Sandi Hanauer and 
Moose Thorne (apologies if I've left a 
name or two out). The salads were a 
great idea and a very popular 
accompaniment. Thank you. 
 

 

For pudding there was the WI Orange 
and Ginger Cakes made by several of 
us and very tasty. (It was relatively 
easy to make though the cooking time 

needed adjusting!) Lucy Goble, 
without being asked, brought 
meringues and crème brulés and filled 
the pudding table. Thank you to 
everyone who gave us a sweet treat at 
the end. 

At 9pm we began the formal 
proceedings. We listened to a 
recording of Winston Churchill 
accepting the German surrender and 
we all sang I Vow to Thee My Country 
and God Save the King.                                                                            
James Mendelssohn as Chairman of 
the Parish Council thanked everyone 
involved. Eighty years ago it was 
William Featherby as Chairman of the 
Parish Council who spoke to the 
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village, no doubt thanking them all for 
their fortitude and service. The 
O'Brien family were then handed the 
reins: Michael and Marion read the 
official VE Day 80 proclamation and 
then Marion and Sarah lit the beacon 
which looked amazing standing in 
front of the pub. It was a perfect end 
to all the activities. Thank you to 
everyone in setting it all up, doing it 
and then taking it all down. It may all 
be cleared away now but the 
memories of a unique evening will 
stay. 
 

James Mendelssohn flew the 
specially purchased VE Day 80 flag 
from Arthur's flagpole and I had made 
little porcelain plaques recording the 
names of those in the exhibition to go 
around the base. The flag flew for 
over a week and looked fantastic. And 
with all the bunting on and around the 
pub it was very obvious that Thursley 
remembered, commemorated and 
celebrated the end of the Second 
World War with enthusiasm and 
heartfelt gratitude. 
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THE EASTER BUNNY RIDES AGAIN! 
Just another ordinary Easter in Thursley 

(photos by Sukey Langdale) 
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COURGETTE & THYME CAKE 

 

What better way to enjoy one of your 

'five a day' than in a cake ?! 
 

Ingredients 

350g unsalted softened butter 

350g caster sugar 

zest of 2 lemons 

6 large eggs 

400g self-raising flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

4 courgettes (about 500g max) grated 

2 tbsp chopped thyme leaves 
 

For the syrup 

Juice of 1 lemon and 50g of caster 

sugar, heated until the sugar melts, 

then set aside 
 

For the icing 

165g cream cheese 

200g unsalted softened butter 

zest of 1 lemon 

800g icing sugar 
 

Method 

1. Heat your oven to 180C/160 Fan/

Gas 4. Grease and line two 20cm cake 

tins.  
 

2. Beat the butter and sugar with the 

lemon zest until you have a creamy 

mixture.  Beat in the eggs one at a 

time (add a spoon of flour if the 

mixture curdles), then the flour, baking 

powder and finally the grated 

courgette and thyme leaves. 
 

3. Divide the mixture between the two 

tins and bake for roughly 40 minutes 

or until a skewer inserted into the 

middle of the cake comes out clean. 
 

4. While the sponges are still warm, 

prick all over with a skewer and brush 

over the lemon syrup.  Leave the cakes 

to cool completely before turning out. 
 

5. To make the icing, beat the butter 

for roughly 10 minutes until it is very 

smooth, then beat in all the other 

ingredients with a pinch of salt until 

really smooth and fluffy. 
 

6. Pipe the icing in between the two 

cakes, round the sides and a layer on 

top and decorate as you wish. 
 

7. Keep your cake in the fridge until 

the icing has completely set, and 

thereafter until 30 minutes before you 

want to serve it as otherwise the 

cream cheese element in the icing will 

melt! 

SUGAR & BAKES 
By Camilla Daubenay 
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Very many thanks to those who opened 
their gardens during the VE 80 week of 
celebrations in Thursley and Bowlhead 
Green. They were magnificent, and so 
varied!  Much enjoyed by all those who 
visited in the fine, sunny weather.  
 
The Horticultural Society Plant Sale 
went well and was an enjoyable social 
occasion.  Using the area outside the 
cricket pavilion is proving to be 
popular, and again we had fine 
weather. Thanks to those who grew and 
donated plants, and to those who 
supported the Horticultural Society by 
buying. We almost sold out!   
 
Our next event is the Roses and Rosé 
Wine Evening on Wednesday 18th June 
– a celebration of roses! Raid your 
garden and bring roses if you would like 
to enter the Rose Show – it was very 
impressive last year.  The evening will 
begin earlier this time; we will be in the 
Village Hall garden from 6pm. 
 
 As well as Rose wine and soft drinks 
there will be refreshments and live 
music from Mike Roberts. David and 
Catherine May from Seale Rose 
Nursery will be there too with ideas and 
advice about Roses. All welcome. Non 
members £2.  
 
 

To enter the Rose classes bring your 
entries between 6 and 6.45pm. Tables 
and vases will be set out and you will 
be given an entry card to fill in. If you 
are concerned about which class to 
enter, help will be at hand. You could 
enter any or several classes, or none.  
 

Judging will take place between 7 and 
7.30pm while we sample the Rosé, soft 
drinks and delicious refreshments. 
Cups will be awarded.  
 
Rose classes 
 

•One single stem with one large bloom. 
 

•Three stems with one large bloom on 
each. 
 

•These may be three of the same or 
different varieties. 
 

•Three stems with cluster/clusters of 
small flowered roses. These could be 
from patio, ground cover or rambler 
style roses. Three of the same or 
different varieties. 
 

•Two stems with clusters/clusters of 
medium to large style blooms. 
 

•One stem of a “novelty” rose. 
e.g. striped or with splashes of colour. 
 

•One perfumed rose. 
 
We look forward to seeing you.  

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
By Pat Clake 
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MIND THE GAP! 

It’s well known with beekeepers in the 

UK that there’s generally a ‘June Gap’, 

a period of temporary food scarcity for 

bees where spring plants have ended 

and before summer plants are 

flowering. 
 

Blackberries 

The blackberry flowers are very 

attractive for bees and a very good 

source of pollen and nectar - so if you 

only have the space to grow one fruit 

bush in the garden, this is the best 

choice. The bowl shaped flowers make 

it easy for bees with various tongue 

lengths to reach the nectar. Plant 

young blackberry bushes 2-3 metres 

apart and cut back after planting to 

around 20cm. In autumn the old dried 

canes should be removed—the new 

canes are obvious because they are 

green and bendable. The fruit is always 

produced on 2-year old canes and 

best trained up a fence or trellis on a 

post and wire system. Thornless 

varieties are best such as Loch Ness. 

Strawberries 

Strawberry blossom is very appealing 

to bees and they help transfer pollen 

between strawberry flowers which is 

essential for bee development. Some 

strawberry plants produce ‘runners’, in 

late summer these can be potted up in 

small pots whilst still attached to the 

mother plant or pegged down directly 

into the soil. Pegging down can be 

done with bent wires and is the easiest 

method to maintain because it 

requires less watering. Once the baby 

plants have rooted well, cut them off 

and replant them in a new space 

giving them plenty of room. 

Strawberries are shallow rooted so 

keep well watered and weed free. 

By Debbie Spencer 
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Tomatoes 

Keep pinching out the side shoots. 

Apply tomato feed regularly (as well 

as to courgettes, pumpkins and 

chillies). Plant outdoor tomatoes 

outside now the chance of frost has 

gone. Outdoor tomatoes don’t 

produce as much fruit as indoor 

varieties but have the best flavour, 

they tend to be smaller and sweeter 

and only likely to produce four tresses. 

Outdoor tomatoes are more 

susceptible to blight which can cause 

them to wither and die. Water 

regularly and feed with tomato food 

every 2 weeks. 
 

Second chance to Sow 

Now is a good time to plant winter 

squash or pumpkins directly in the 

soil. They need plenty of room so 

maybe follow on from the space you 

used for early potatoes after adding 

some goodness like manure. 
 

Lettuce, radish, spinach, salad onions, 

maincrop pea varieties (eg Alderman) 

can be sown well into July. The key to 

good yields is to keep plants well 

watered as they are not drought 

resistant. 
 

Second sowing of courgettes - round 

varieties like Tondo di Piacenza as 

they are great change from the 

regular green variety. 
 

French beans- second sowings of 

dwarf types sown directly in the soil, 

cropping up to first frosts. I love 

‘purple teepee’ for the colour and easy 

germination. 

Carrots  

Sowing baby carrots after mid-June is 

a great way of avoiding root fly as the 

female flies have completed their egg 

laying days. Late June will crop mid 

August - any variety will do if you 

don’t intend to store them.  
 

Spinach and Chard 

Sow in warm, moist soil. Annual 

spinach will be ready in four weeks. 

Swiss chard and perpetual spinach are 

slightly slower to mature but much 

hardier. 
 

Plant out 

Harden off sweetcorn plants first and 

then plant out choosing a warm, 

sunny sheltered site. Plant in blocks 

not in rows as they rely on the wind to 

pollinate each other. Mulch around 

thirsty crops like beans and 

courgettes. 
 

Blooms for June 

Growing flowers for a June village 

wedding has been my focus this year. 

After a very dry and sunny April and 

early May, some flowers like the 

alliums galloped ahead and I was 

worried they would be over by June. 

(photo taken early May).  
 

But hopefully by the time you read 

this the garden will have produced 

enough cottage flowers (with the help 

from Thursley friends) to at least make 

up enough for the reception tables 

and some sweet peas for the bridal 

bouquet. Photos to follow…. 
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Have you heard about Carbon 
Capture, Utilisation and Storage 
(CCUS) and wondered what that 
means? The  Climate Change 
Committee has said that CCUS is 
a ‘necessity, not an option’ for 
the transition to net zero. This is 
because in a future net zero 
world, we will still need materials 
such as cement, steel, chemicals 
and (most likely) aviation fuel 
which are emitters of greenhouse 
gases in their production. For 
these sectors, CCUS is the only 
viable route to decarbonise at the 
scale required to meet our net 
zero target. CCUS covers a 
number of proven technologies to 
absorb the CO2 from a gas 
stream, desorb it and then 
transport it by pipeline, trucks or 
ships to a site for permanent 
storage. The UK has the 
capability to store a lot of CO2 in 

depleted North Sea oil and gas 
reservoirs and saline aquifers, and 
to even develop this as a business 
to store other countries captured 
CO2. 

 

The UK Government has 
committed up to £22 billion to 
support the development of 
several industrial clusters in the 
Northeast and in Scotland. There 
are a number of policy papers on 
the Government’s website (see 
link below) if you are interested 
in learning more about the plans 
for CCUS. It’s probably fair to 
note that there are (political) 
challenges to this approach, so it 
will be interesting to see if the 
vision is delivered. While the 
CCUS technologies are well 
proven, they are expensive to 
build and operate, so there needs 

ECO-FRIENDLY LIVING  -   IT’S ECO-LOGICAL 
By John Swift 
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to be a sound economic case for 
this approach.  

 

There’s another “natural” way to 
remove CO2 from the atmosphere 
(photosynthesis) which has been 
part of the carbon cycle for 
millions of years (see the March 
article for details). Trees, hedges, 
peatlands and grass pastures are 
all capable of storing carbon as 
they grow. This is another critical 
part of the net zero plans for the 
UK.  While we probably know how 
important it is to preserve 
existing woodlands, and plant new 
forests to offset carbon, 
peatlands offer another great 
opportunity for the UK. 

 

Peatlands are unique 
ecosystems, created in the 
waterlogged conditions of the 
“bog” where dead plants, such 
as moss, can’t rot down so 
accumulate organic content. Not 
only are peatlands home to many 
rare plants, insects and birds, 
they are also huge carbon stores. 
Covering just 3% of the world’s 
surface they are estimated to 
hold nearly 30% of the soil carbon 
globally. Unfortunately, at least 
80% of UK peatland habitats have 
been lost or damaged. Healthy 
peatlands act as 'carbon 
sinks', storing huge amounts of 
carbon. However, damaged 
peatlands dry out and release 
carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere, accelerating climate 
change. Recovering this habitat is 
important for climate and nature. 
It’s vital to reverse the many 
years of mistaken management 
of this precious resource. There 
are many sources of information 
about this if you are interested 
(search peatland restoration).  

 

What can we do? While we 
transition to a decarbonised 
energy system, we can offset our 
emissions by paying for the work 
undertaken by others. I’ve chosen 
to support the work done by 
Forest Carbon to offset the 
carbon emissions from our 
household. Maybe something to 
take a look at (see link below)? 

 

If you want more information 
about any of these ideas or wish 
to help, please contact: 

 

 jdswift@btinternet.com 

 

www.gov.uk/environment/ 

oil-and-gas-carbon-capture-
and-storage 

 

www.forestcarbon.co.uk/ 
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Even for me, this is a late delivery of a 
column.  I could blame moving house, 
but you’ve all heard quite enough on 
this subject for now, so I won’t do that.  
Except to say that we came in on 
Wednesday, it is now Sunday, and there 
are only three boxes still to be 
unpacked.  I’m sitting, exhausted but 
overjoyed, waiting for sunset in my new 
and beautiful view.  I have my daughter 
Ottilie here, and also my parents, who 
haven’t seen the cottage since 
Christmas, and arrived this afternoon to 
see what we’ve done with the place.  
We’ve been out for a very late lunch, so 
the restaurant did the cooking and the 
washing up.  Excellent.  And quite right 
– it’s Ottilie’s 26th birthday celebration, 
and I will play the ‘I had a baby’ card 
annually for as long as I can manage.   
 

 

And I just remembered, I promised our 
esteemed editor a column before 

tomorrow, when the magazine goes to 
print.  Sharp intake of breath, possible 
use of bad language, and a ‘what shall 
I  write about?’   They’ve been trying to 
be helpful for 10 minutes.  David 
thought I should explore the men are 
from Mars, women are from Venus 
theme through the prism of cushions.  
Why, he wondered, must there be six 
cushions on the sofa when you have to 
move them to get comfortable, or seven 
on the bed when you sleep on one? 
 

Ottilie recalled that at lunch my mother 
was talking about a collaborative 
cookery book her village was producing 
– villagers providing recipes along with 
their stories to raise money for the 
church steeple clock.  That could have 
worked – and we talked about my 
mum’s best recipes, and whether I had 
one myself (ungratifying silence at that 
point.). No, my mother said, 
disapprovingly – that’s old hat.  Ottilie 
looked at her incredulously and replied 
‘Do you think mum’s monthly 
column is ‘new hat’ then Gran?’  
So that was me told.   
 
My father, had he been listening, which 
I don’t think he was, might have 
suggested I opine on the ruination of 
the game of cricket by modern red ball 
format.  At lunch he asked Ottilie if she 
was watching any live cricket this 
summer.  She answered that she was 

 

HAPPY FAMILIES 
By Lizzie Young 
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going to a Hundred match.  ‘No, then’ 
was my dad’s pithy response.   
 

Ottilie got cold and put on a sweater of 
mine that I had recently handwashed to 
the exact instructions on the label, only 
to find that the arms now almost touch 
the floor and she could have fitted two 
prop forwards in it with her.  Might I 
write about the perils of laundry?  There 
didn’t seem much mileage in that.  I 
wondered if I could spin somehow into 
my natural tendency to follow 
instructions exactly, and how probably 
life is easier and better if you don’t, not 
always, at least.  But if you’ve read me 
before, you know that is futile.  I love an 
exact instruction almost as much as I 
cherish a rule.   
 

We talked about an upcoming trip we 
are taking to Skye, and where we were 
stopping en route.  I said David wanted 
to see all the cathedrals in England 
before he died (side note – there have 
been moments of stress this week 
where I thought that ship may have 
sailed), and that we were going to tick 
off Manchestser, Glasgow, Chester, 
Lincoln and Ely on this adventure.  
Ottilie pointed out the oddness of a 
devout atheist wanting to look at 
cathedrals.  Then she wondered why 
there was a dagger in the living room.   
Fair question.   (This being a relic her 
paternal grandfather appropriated in 
Berlin, freshly returned from the history 
society exhibition.). She was horrified 
to learn it would once have borne a 
swastika, and thus a conversation 
about whether it should stay or go.  

Young people have such different 
views, don’t they?   We touched again 
on how extraordinary the VE Day 
Exhibition had been, and it bears 
repeating (not least because it will take 
100 or so words).  Sally Scheffers did a 
quite amazing thing, and reading all 
those stories (not to mention admiring 
the creativity and resourcefulness of 
those wishbone dolls and the orange 
crate toy farm) was fascinating, 
moving, and felt quite important.  I also, 
by the way, got a brilliant story for my 
imaginary new novel from it (and 
obtained permission from the family 
concerned to use it), so watch this 
space.  I’m running out of excuses not 
to sit at my desk and bring it to life. 
 

I’ve left them in the next room, and 
come to do this.  They are still chatting, 
and the sun is still setting.  They are on 
town planning now.  And Ottilie is 
telling funny stories about the children 
in her class.  Later it will be the state of 
the NHS, and Trump will almost 
certainly get a dishonourable mention.  
Like most families, I imagine, some of 
the conversations and the stories are 
as familiar as faces, replayed year in 
and year out.  How lucky we are to still 
all be here to tell them.  How magical is 
life in the ordinary moments.  So it’s 
late, and I’m sorry, esteemed editor.  
And I shall try to find a single subject 
next month when my butterfly mind has 
calmed, and my tired body has 
recovered from the move, but for now, 
if it is okay, I’m going back to the 
sunset, and my lovely family. 
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Elstead foodbank has moved temporarily. As the building works move into St 
James Church the Foodbank has moved into the Youth Centre next to the 
Elstead Village Hall. We will be open for drop ins every Thursday morning from 
10.00  am to 11.00 am. 
 

We continue to support those in greatest need of food and household 
consumables on a regular basis. We are currently supporting 22 households, a 
mixture of families with children, single mums, couples, pensioners and singles. 
It is such a joy to see people who come to us in need and are gradually able to 
retake control and come off our regulars list. For that we are able to draw on a 
small grant from the Household Support Grant managed by Surrey County 
Council. We are also dependent upon the generosity of our donors both in 
finances and the many food gifts which often come to us anonymously as they 
simply appear in our collection boxes in the church porch. 
 

If you are struggling to purchase sufficient food whilst paying all your other 
bills, do please get in touch and we will try to help you, either with an 
emergency food parcel or to work with you for longer. We have contacts to be 
able to signpost you to Citizens Advice and other agencies that might also be 
able to help. 
 

The Elstead Foodbank is open every Thursday from 10am - 11am at Elstead 
Youth Centre GU8 6DG. We are here to help villagers through difficult times, 
and to make sure that no one ever goes hungry. If you need help call Revd 
Delia on 0735 9098 655 or visit us on Thursday morning and we will have a 
food parcel ready for you. 
 

If you cannot come to the Foodbank but are in need of food, we can arrange a 
home delivery, subject to volunteer availability.  We are very grateful for all 
your donations throughout the year. All food donations can be taken to St 
Michael and All Angels Thursley where there is a donation box in the porch for 
non-perishable food and toiletries. At this time of year we particularly would 
like donations of: 
 

Tinned vegetables 
Tinned meats and fish 
Custard (packet or tinned)  
Tea bags 
Instant coffee jar or hot chocolate 
Pot noodles 
Tinned rice pudding 
Jam or Honey or Peanut butter 
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, shower gel 
 

If you would like to know more about the Foodbank and how you can help, 
please contact Rev Delia on 0735 9098 655 or email:     
   minister@parishesofetsph.org 
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KEITH'S PRIVATE CAR HIRE 

  
 

 Let Keith take you where you want to go  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Local and long distance 

 
Heathrow and Gatwick Airports 

(including pick-ups) 
  
 

ELSTEAD  Tel: 01252 703005 
 
 

Email: lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com 
  

mailto:Lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com
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MJP Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
Helpful friendly plumber.  

Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap washer to  
refitting your bathroom.  

Servicing or replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

We work with all systems –   heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

Michelle Renée  
 

A unisex salon offering a highly professional service in  
classic & contemporary hair design 

 

Consultations & fringe trims are complimentary 
[ 

Visit our website for prices & services 
 

MR   Hair by Design 
 

www.michellerenee.co.uk 
01252 703183 

 

Selsey Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead, Surrey GU8 6HN 

http://www.michellerenee.co.uk
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Since 1968, Beacon Hill Cleaners have been 

providing the highest quality  
residential and commercial carpet and  

upholstery cleaning services.  
 
 

We are a family run business who pride  
ourselves on giving our customers  

a 100% satisfaction guarantee, all our  
work is fully insured.  

 

 

The services we can provide are: 
 

Carpet Cleaning ,Upholstery Cleaning, Curtain & Rug Cleaning 
 

(Including professionally cleaning Persian, Chinese & Indian rugs)   
 

07779 166 161 
01428 606 486 

 

paul@beaconhillcleaners.co.uk 
Beacon Hill Road, Hindhead, GU26 6QJ  

 

 
  

Beaconhillcleaners Beacon Hill Cleaners 
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Private French Lessons 
  
 

Bonjour, Je m’appelle Valérie, 
 

I am a French native speaker, with tutoring experience,  
who can offer private lessons. 
 

Whether you need tailored lessons to achieve specific objectives 
(GCSE, AS/A level, moving to France) or you just want to practice your 
French over a cup of coffee, feel free  to contact me. 
 

 

Please call: 07838681984                                                                                                     
Or email: ferrisvalerie@aol.com       
                       

   A bientôt.                                                                                                                   

 
 

COME AND JOIN  
GODALMING CHORAL SOCIETY 

  
on TUESDAY 10th JANUARY 2017 

  
when rehearsals begin for  

 
HAYDN : THE CREATION 

 
We meet at 7.30pm in all new Wilfrid Noyce Centre, Crown Court, Go-
dalming, GU7 1DY. If you enjoy singing and would like to join a pro-

COLES KENNELS 
Upper Ridgeway Farm, Thursley  GU8 6QR 

 
 

CAT BOARDING   DOG BOARDING 
The very best of care in                   Very spacious pens; raised  
beautiful surroundings  underfloor heated beds for 
Phone: (01428) 604508  ultimate dog comfort; 
     large exercise runs. 

          Phone: (01428) 609400 
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Plaster 

Paint Sprayer 

Tiles 

Woodwork 

Wallpaper 

Slabs 

Drywall 

Silicone render 
 

PHONE  07903 032563 

J E A N  C O S TA  
Painter & Decorator 
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BUTTERFLIES NURSERY,  
THURSLEY  

Open 51 weeks of the year  
8 a.m to 5.30 p.m.  

Enrolment from 6 months to 4 years  
Enquiries:  

butterfliesnursery@live.co.uk  
or call 07827786005 
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