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NEED HELP? 
Help in Thursley is available to anyone 
living in the parish of Thursley. 
 

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE? 
Transport to Doctors, Dentists and 
Hospital appointments, Shops, Post Office, 
Hairdresser, collecting prescriptions, your 
pet to the Vet, etc. 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
Phone 07538 201 276 and leave a message. 

The Duty Officer will listen to all messages at least once a day Mondays 
to Fridays and seek an appropriate volunteer to help you. The Duty 
Officer will contact you to discuss your request and then contact you 
again to give you the name of the volunteer who will help you. Please 
ensure you give us a few days’ notice. 
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PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE OF 14TH APRIL 2025 FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE MAY 
2025 ISSUE OF THURSLEY PARISH MAGAZINE.  
EDITOR: Tricia HORWOOD, Thursley House, Dye House Road, Thursley  GU8 6QD.   
Tel: 01252 705171  E-mail: tricia@horwood.org 
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Jane HEPBURN (our advertising year runs from April  -  March) 
Tel: 07768 421935  Email: hepburnjaney@hotmail.com 
DISTRIBUTION & SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:  Jenny GORDON 
Tel: 07796 254361  Email:  thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: £8.50 FOR 12 ISSUES FROM JANUARY—DECEMBER 2025 
PAYABLE TO: Thursley Parish Magazine.  Account No: 55514963   Sort Code: 30-98-97 
Ref: House Name (or number & road) 
COVER:  St Michael & All Angels Church 
CONTACT: thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com (& to request a digital copy) 
Opinions expressed by authors and services offered by advertisers are not specifically endorsed 
by Thursley Parish Magazine or the Parochial Church Council. 

Welcome to our April issue, a little later than usual as 
I ’ve been away so please don ’t blame your distributors, 
who do a wonderful job! Firstly, I ’d l ike to thank our 
advertisers for supporting the magazine. Many of them 
are local businesses and I do hope you ’ll use their 
services wherever possible.  And secondly, a special 
thanks goes to Jane Hepburn, our advertising manager, 
who has spent the last few months organising it all.  
Without her efforts, and our advertisers, we wouldn ’t be 

able to publish the magazine so professionally and in colour.  
 

We have yet another bumper issue, and there is a lot happening in the next 
couple of months. The VE/VJ committee have been particularly busy and 
have organised an amazing weekend of celebrations; from village open 
gardens, an exhibition, vil lage cricket, a WW2 concert and a VE day party at 
the pub, there really is something for everyone.  Some of these events will  
need to be booked in advance, and all details can be found in the leaflet 
inserted in the magazine.  
 

The  first Thursley Ladies 50+ lunch was a great success, and will be 
continuing on a monthly basis on the last Thursley of the month —but 
booking in advance is essential (see p30).  We also have the Annual Parish 
Assembly, a Beekeeping talk and Spring Show organised by the Horts 
Society, a choral concert in the church, our annual village litter pick, and a 
church flowers masterclass. And that ’s just in April! 
 

Wishing you all a sunny Easter with friends, neighbours & family.  

EDITORIAL 
By Tricia Horwood 
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CHURCH: ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
 

 

VICAR 
Revd Hannah Moore  01252 705941 
rector@parishesofetsph.org  
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Revd Delia Orme    01252 702217 

minister@parishesofetsph.org 
 

Louisa MASON  01252 705164  
curate@parishesofetsph.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Susanna HUNTER       07833 574152 
gammelby@btinternet.com 
 

Simon TREADWELL                   07799 600470 
Charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

TREASURER  
Rupert PERRIER                        07916 294646 
rupertperrier@googlemail.com 
  

PCC CLERK OF WORKS 
Simon TREADWELL    01428 687715 
Simontreadwell@aol.com  
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILLORS 
Hilary BARR                              07976 701258 
barr@barrsofthursley.plus.com 
 

Claire DAILLY        07722 943909 
claire.dailly@yahoo.com 
 

Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 
 

Jackie RICKENBERG 07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 

Steve CRUICKSHANK             07768 774398 
Stephen.cruickshank@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 

ORGANIST 
Robbie GOLDFINCH 01252 705151  

 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Sallie ROLES   01252 706820 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Lisa WOODS   07710 070412  
lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA 
Caroline MENDELSSOHN     01252 702808 
Caroline.mendelssohn@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
Mike ROBERTS  01252 702932 
 
 

HELP IN THURSLEY 07538 201276  
Chairman: 
David YOUNG   01428 607716  
chairman@helpinthursley.com  
Treasurer:  
Peter HUNTER   01252 702165 
peterchunter@btconnect.com 
 

 

 

THURSLEY CRCKET CLUB 
Chairman: 
Lee SMALLBONE 
chairman@thursleycricketclub.com 
Secretary: 
Alex MEEARS    
secretary@thursleycricketclub.com  

 
THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Council Clerk:  
Elaine FELTON  01252 703201 
The Barrows, Seale Road, Elstead GU8 6LF 
clerk@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Chairman:  
James MENDELSSOHN   07941 507753 
Bears Barn, Dye House Road, Thursley 
Surrey GU8 6QD 
j.mendelssohn@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Vice Chairman:  
Richard OWEN    01428 607741 
richard.thursleypc@gmail.com  

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND LOCAL DIRECTORY 

mailto:rector@parishesofETSPH.org
mailto:Simontreadwell@aol.com
mailto:sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@helpinthursley.com
tel:01428607741
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PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY  07722 943909 
c.dailly@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Michelle DE VRIES  07590 893497  
m.devries@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Helen FLAVELL  07941060663  
h.flavell@thursley-pc.gov.uk  
 

Chris MCCLEMENTS 07970 204906 
c.mcclements@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Tom TAYLOR-MATHEWS  
t.taylormathews@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
[ 

 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDENS 
Contact Elaine Felton 01252 703201 
 

COMMUNITY RECYCLER 
Bruce PYWELL  07498 744 793  
bruce.pywell@gmail.com 
 

 

THURSLEY NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 
Reserve Warden:   
James GILES    01428 685675    
james.giles@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

THURSLEY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Chairman 
Sally SCHEFFERS :   07887 616541  
scheffers@btinternet.com   
 

 

Secretary:   
Jackie RICKENBERG     07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer:   
Peter RICKENBERG     07774 203111  
peter@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

Archivist:     
Alison HANBURY    07980 202579  
 

Website: 
David YOUNG           07879 551206 
Davidjohnyoung51@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Secretary:  
Pat CLAKE       01252 706869 
patclake@hotmail.com 

HANKLEY COMMON MILITARY ACTIVITY 
24 Hour Ops Room    01420  483405 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Jackie MALTON    07885 147304 

ThursleyNW@gmail.com  
 

 
 

POLICE        101 
www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/ 
 

SURREY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 
Ben ALEXANDER    07964 391882 
ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

BUTTERFLIES NURSERY 
D ELLUL & M DHILLON  07827 786005 
 

THE THREE HORSESHOES     01252 703900  
www.threehorseshoesthursley.com 
 
 

THURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 
www.thursleyvillagehall.co.uk 
thursleyvillagehall@btinternet.com 
 

Village Hall Chairman: 
Clea BEECHEY  07711 183959 
cleab@me.com 
 

Village Hall Secretary: 
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
 

Village Hall Manager:           01252 706929  
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Surrey County: 
David HARMER    01428 606921 
Wyanston, Tower Road, Hindhead,  
Surrey  GU26 6ST 
david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

Waverley Borough: 
David MUNRO  07493 200398  
david.munro@waverley.gov.uk 
 

James STAUNTON 
james.staunton@waverley.gov.uk  
 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Rt Hon Jeremy HUNT  01428 609416 
huntj@parliament.uk 

mailto:ThursleyNW@gmail.com
mailto:ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com
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APRIL 
 

SUNDAY 6th 9.15am  Communion at St James’, Elstead 
Passiontide 9.45am  Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
 10.30am  Modern Service with Communion at 
   St James’, Elstead 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 13th 9.15am Communion  at St James’, Elstead 
Palm Sunday 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THURSDAY  17th 7.00pm Communion at St James’, Elstead 
Maundy Thursday 
 

FRIDAY 18th 10.00am Service on the Green, Elstead 
Good Friday 2.00pm Final hour reflective service at  
   St Michael’s, Thursley  
 

SUNDAY 20th 9.15am Communion at St James’, Elstead 
Easter Day 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
 11.00am Communion at St Mary’s, Shackleford 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 27th 10.00am Communion at St Nicholas, Peper Harow 
Easter 2 10.30am Modern Service at St James’, Elstead 
   

www.parishesofetsph.org.uk   

SERVICES FOR THE PARISHES OF 
 ELSTEAD, THURSLEY, SHACKLEFORD & PEPER HAROW 

 
 

APRIL 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING   
(Please contact Sallie Roles if you can help) 

Julie LANGLEY    Helen FLAVELL     Gillian DUKE 

 

 

CHURCH  FLOWERS   
(Please contact Lisa Woods if you can help) 

2nd  Anne WAKELEY     16th LENT      30th  LENT 

 
 

COFFEE ROTA 
(Please contact Caroline Mendelssohn if you can help) 

2nd Sarah TRAILL   16th Anne WAKELEY   30th Sabrina D-LONG/Jackie RICKENBERG 



11 

 

 

 
 

APRIL 
 

 

Tuesday 1st  7.00pm Thursley Parish Council Meeting. 
     Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 

Saturday 5th  2.30pm  Horts Society Spring Show.  Village Hall. 
     All welcome. 
 

Saturday 13th  2.30-4.30pm  Thursley Village Litter Pick. Village Hall. 
     See p30. 
 

Thursday 17th  12.30pm  Thursley 50+ Ladies Lunch. Three  
     Horseshoes Pub. Booking essential.  See p30. 
 

Saturday 19th  10.00am  Churchyard Working Party. St Michael & 
     All Angels Church.  All help welcome. 
 
 

 

  10-11.30am  Church Flower Arranging Masterclass. 
     St Michael & All Angels Church.  See p 20. 
 

 

  6.00pm  Choral Concert. Ovis Cantorum. 
     St Michael & All Angels Church.  See p13 
 

Wednesday 23rd  7.30pm  “All About Bees & Beekeeping” Talk.   
     Village Hall.   See p25. 
 

Thursday 24th  7.00pm  The Annual Parish Assembly.  Doors open at 
     6.30pm for drinks.  Village Hall.  All welcome.       

   

 

VILLAGE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

FUTURE DATES 
Saturday 3rd May 

The ‘Victory Euphoria’ Exhibition 

Thursley in Bloom 

“I’ll Be Seeing you” in Thursley, Concert 
 

Sunday 4th May 

VE & VJ Church Service 

Thursley Village Cricket Match & Picnic 

Thursday 8th May 

Bowlhead Green in Bloom 

VE Day Party & Beacon Lighting  
 

Saturday 10th May 

Plant Sale 
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As spring unfolds 
its delicate 
blossoms and the 
days grow longer 
and warmer, the 
church calendar 
turns towards 
Easter, the time 
we celebrate the 
resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. Easter is a time of 
renewal and celebration. It often 
brings families and friends together. 
Many of us enjoy an Easter roast and 
an Easter egg hunt.  
 

Once I have conducted the Easter 
Services, I often have some time off, 
so in our house that will include 
planning plenty of board games and 
watching a musical or two. This 
might include a couple of episodes of 
Schmigadoon on Apple TV. This is a 
compellingly bad television about a 
couple who get stuck in a musical, 
but I digress! My love of musicals led 
me to ponder about musicals with an 
Easter theme.  
 

There is, of course, the 
controversial musical "Jesus Christ 
Superstar" by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Tim Rice. Subsequently, I 
considered Irving Berlin’s 1948 
musical “Easter Parade,” which, while 
set during Easter time, does not 
relate to the Easter story. This led 
me to ponder the history and 
significance of the Easter Bonnet. 
 

The practice of wearing Easter 
bonnets has a history that spans 
several centuries. Originating in 
Europe during the Renaissance 
period, it became customary for 
individuals to wear their finest 
clothing, including a new hat, to 
attend church services on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

During the 19th century, the 
tradition of wearing Easter bonnets 
gained prominence in America. As 
societal affluence increased, fashion 
began to play a notable role in 
holiday celebrations. Women would 
either purchase or craft elaborate 
bonnets, adorned with ribbons, 
flowers, and lace, to exhibit their 
style and social status. These 
bonnets were not merely fashion 
accessories but also expressions of 
creativity and individuality. 
 

The Easter bonnet is more than just 
a fashionable accessory; it holds 
deep symbolic meaning. Just as 
Easter celebrates the renewal of life, 
the bonnet represents a fresh start 
and new beginnings. Wearing a new 
hat on Easter Sunday signifies 
shedding the old and embracing the 
new—a reflection of hope and 
renewal. 
 

The Easter parades are renowned for 
their impressive display of Easter 
bonnets. These parades, particularly 
the one held in New York City, have 
become a spectacle of fashion and 
tradition. The New York City Easter 
Parade began in the mid-19th 
century as a spontaneous gathering 
of well-dressed churchgoers. Over 
time, it evolved into a grand event 
that attracted thousands of 
participants and spectators. 
 

As we look forward to Easter, the 
tradition of wearing Easter bonnets 
adds a touch of elegance and charm 
to the celebrations. Are you tempted 
to create an Easter bonnet this 
Easter? You would be welcome to 
“parade it” at any of our Easter 
Sunday services on Easter Services  
 

I want to wish you all a happy Easter.  

By Revd Hannah Moore 
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Spring has a remarkable ability to lift 
the spirits, and writing this in early 
March during a period of unbroken 
sunshine, one can’t help reflecting how 
lucky we are to live in a village like 
Thursley. 
 

At the recent Parish Council meeting, 
we talked about the forthcoming VE 
Day celebrations which involve the 
History Society, the Church, the Village 
Hall, the Pub, the Horticultural Society, 
the Parish Council and many others 
too;  and we discussed the Annual 
Parish Assembly and the large number 
of groups and individuals that we 
should invite to speak.  All in all, we 
have a vibrant and active community – 
and it is one that we need to nurture 
and cherish carefully.   
 

Of course, there will always be areas of 
contention – parking, in a village laid 
out in the period of the horse and cart; 
traffic, and the impact of the A3 and the 
Hindhead Tunnel; planning, when we 
want to maintain the architectural 

heritage of our village when the Local 
Planning Authority are under huge 
pressure from Central Government to 
increase levels of house building. 
 

A Parish Council is just one small cog at 
the lowest level of Government, but our 
voice is (sometimes) heard.  As just one 
example, the pot hole problem has 
been significantly better this winter.  Of 
course, the weather has helped but the 
relationship that we (and particularly 
Chris McClements) has developed with 
Surrey Highways has undoubtedly 
played a considerable part in the 
improvement.   
 

But there continue to be frustrations 
too, and we will battle on when we need 
to.  The repeated closure of the 
Hindhead Tunnel, with inexperienced 
contractors being unable to lay out 
appropriate diversion routes, is 
unacceptable.  This has now been 
escalated to try and find a resolution.  
And the continuing flooding of French 
Lane on the way into Bowlhead Green is 
another area of continuing frustration. 
 

Ahead of our March meeting, we had 
received a number of messages about 
subjects that were concerning villagers, 
and one person chose to attend the 
meeting in person to voice her 
concerns.  We really encourage people 
to make their opinions heard, both to 
ensure that we are aware of all the 
issues, and also to add weight to our 
arguments when we raise them with the 
relevant people. 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
By Chairman James Mendelssohn 
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ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

  
THURSDAY 24th APRIL 2025 

  
 THURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 

 
7.00 pm 

 
  

 

The Parish Council Chairman will be providing his  

Annual Report and providing updates on activities during  

the year. Village organizations will be represented.  

 

 ALL WELCOME 

 

 Please come along and support your village. There will be  

complimentary drinks and snacks available from 6.30 pm.  

  

 

As a result of the particular concerns 
this month, we have now written to 
Natural England (NE) to try and 
establish a Thursley Common User 
Group.  We understand the issues that 
many local people have about the 
Common; and we also recognise the 
delicate balancing act that NE have to 
perform when dealing with such a 
diverse stakeholder group.  
 
Our feeling is that with better and more 
constructive communication with NE, 
some of the issues could be averted.  
Similarly, if users of the Common had 
advance information from NE about 
their plans, and the rationale behind 
them, they would be more 
understanding of the situation and 

indeed be happier to adhere to the 
rules. 
 

The Annual Parish Assembly, which will 
be held in the Village Hall on Thursday 
24 April at 7.00 pm (preceded at 6.30 
pm by complimentary drinks and 
snacks provided by the Parish Council), 
is a great opportunity to learn more 
about what we and various village 
groups have been doing – and what we 
are planning to do – and it also provides 
a good forum to ask any questions or 
raise any concerns that you might have.  
We very much hope that you will join us 
for this important event. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will 
take place in the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 1 April at 7.00 pm.    
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By reading some of the posts made by 
others in recent months in this section 
of the magazine I have been struck by 
the diversity of roles in our community 
and by everyone’s acknowledgement of 
their interest and enjoyment in their 
respective careers. I am afraid I am no 
exception and have always counted 
myself incredibly lucky to have pursued 
a career in an area I love. I have been 
fortunate to build a company in an 
expanding sector, helping mitigate the 
effects of climate change and 
expanding population on our natural 
environment. But it’s not been all easy 
and the journey has not been without 
significant challenges… 
 

I was raised in a single parent family, 
with a mother who’s mantra was to 
work hard and solve every problem that 
stood in her way, and I was incredibly 
fortunate to gain a bursarial education 
at Christs Hospital School in West 
Sussex. I guess I tasted the concept of 
running a business at the age of 14 
when a close friend and I worked out 
that if we became the school DJ’s for 

dances on Saturday nights, we would 
get to go to every dance, drink all the 
beer and meet the most girls… an early 
lesson, well learnt! 
 

Dyslexia was misunderstood in those 
days, so I was put back a year as my 
reading, attention span and written 
work was considered behind. As a 
consequence, I left school at 19… in my 
final year the great storm of 1987 struck 
and I found (in one particularly dull 
biology lesson) considerable more 
interest in the contractors and their 
heavy machinery clearing the trees 
outside the classroom window!!! 
Arriving home the following weekend I 
announced to my mother that I was 
selling my old car to buy an even older, 
rusty JCB which I was going to teach 
myself to operate and in the holiday’s I 
was to go clearing trees on the nearby 
farms. She was of course not 
impressed… after a nights’ sleep she 
gave her consent, handing me the 
responsibility of setting up a business 
and leading by example. 
 

The tired old JCB was useless; I earnt 
virtually nothing but learnt a fortune - I 
was the book-keeper, estimator, driver, 
mechanic, salesman and the labourer. 
Tremendous fun, long hours of work (in 
and out of university lectures at the 
same time!), but soon came to realise 
that clearing trees from storms every 
100 years wasn’t a sound business 
idea! 
 

At the same time I met my business 
partner and embarked on building a 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER & CEO 
By James Maclean 



17 

business focused entirely on restoring 
waterways, rivers, canals and marine 
structures (this was in 1991, long 
before there was real talk of climate 
change, the nature crisis and concern 
for water as a resource for life). 
 

From the beginning we innovated; 
developing specialist machinery, and 
grew rapidly becoming experts in soil 
chemistry, waste regulation, and the 
reuse of sediments and soils from 
dredging projects all over the country. 
Today our business has grown far 
beyond our wildest expectations. Now 

a group of 4 companies; a contracting 
business delivering flood defence 
projects, waterway restoration, river 
clean ups, habitat creation and marine 
projects. Another renting an array of 
heavy, specialist equipment to our own 
projects and other contractors 
nationally, and a remediation business, 
building London’s biggest habitat 
recovery scheme ever (entirely funded 
by recycled soil/waste) with RSPB at 
Rainham Marshes. And finally, a 
business operating canal boat marinas 
we have built for ourselves around the 
UK waterways. 
 

Projects of note have been the 
response to the catastrophic floods in 
Somerset in 2014, negotiating the 
dredging and recovery works with 
COBRA in just 72hrs (where half of our 
workforce were flood victims and 
beleaguered farmers); to the enabling 
and delivery of London’s Super Sewer, 
The Thames Tideway Tunnel, the clean-
up of the highly polluted River Tyne and 

Swan Hunter Shipyard  
dredging begins 

Amphib for EA/Norfolk 2013 
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Swan Hunter ship yard, 
Battersea Power station 
decontamination and the 
restoration of the lakes at 
Blenheim Palace and the 
canals, waterways and 
wetlands for the Olympic 
Park to name a few. 
 

Whilst the projects and the 
big machines are exciting, 
the real complexity lies 
behind the scenes. The role 
of CEO carries the legal 
responsibilities for people 
going to work in high-risk 
environments and the need to uphold 
cultural and rigorous standards for 
health and safety, contract law, 
detailed design obligations, and 
environmental legislation compliance 
are where the hard work is done. For 
me it’s all about the people, much of 
my role is spent solving people issues, 
developing our talent, engaging with 
key customers and the supply chain 
and instilling our core, family values.  
 

With an ever-growing amount of red 
tape, we have invented a full-time role 
in “Wellbeing” with round-the-clock 
support for our 230 staff, offering 
mental health support, advice and 
home visits for those in need. We are 
working hard with an internal team to 
improve our social impact by 
sponsoring volunteering opportunities 
and using school visits wherever we 
work to encourage more diversity in our 
“workforce of the future” and break 
some of the traditional perceptions of 
the construction industry. 
 

In addition, a CEO carries responsibility 
for the performance of the Board of 

Directors and leads the strategy for 
where any business is going. For me, 
this means looking at what our 
customers (and the planet) need… we 
are currently on a journey to become 
the UK’s first fully “Regenerative” 
contractor. This is a bold plan, which 
means going beyond SUSTAINABILITY 
(just fixing problems with flooding, or 
infrastructure) to leaving EVERY 
PROJECT in a measurably better/bio-
diverse condition than when we arrived 
(we call this “nature and carbon 
positive”. 
 

To meet this challenge we have some 
incredibly exciting trials across multi-
government agencies looking at 
replenishing and nourishing the failing 
saltmarsh habitats of our coastal 
wetlands with dredged sediments, as 
well replanting failing marine sea grass 
fields (with a patented underwater 
planter we have developed). For quickly 
assessing habitats we are developing AI 
driven software that uses UV lighting to 
attract moths at night. Believe it or not 
moths are our night-time pollinators 
and because their commuting distance 

Calstock Compensation Wetland 
& Flood Defence Scheme 
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is short and different species are highly 
sensitive to differing habitats, their 
presence, behaviour and diversity can 
be used to accurately predict their near 
environment. The AI counts the moth 
species present and tracks their 
behaviour and uses this to indicate the 
complexity and success of the habitats 
we have restored. 
 

We are also developing high resolution 
drone imagery for scoring habitats and 
uploading digital terrain data to our GPS 
controlled machines so our operators 
can see in real time where invasive or 
endangered species prevail…helping us 

remove unwanted species in a targeted 
manner and protect what is good. 
 

Google says the job of CEO is to fix the 
problems others can’t fix, that may be 
true, but really it goes far beyond that; 
it’s about setting the culture, behaviour, 
values and future plans of an 
organisation. I count myself incredibly 
lucky to have found this role, despite 
the long hours, and time away from 
Thursley, and am eternally grateful to 
my dear wife, Sonya who has helped 
me every step of the way…. It’s a real 
“Team Effort!” 

Blenheim Final 1 

Blenheim Final 2 



20 

I’m taking over the coordination of 
Church Flowers from Anne Wakeley, 
who’s been doing an amazing job for 
years. Thanks, Anne! 
 

As with many things, we’re being 
encouraged to be eco-friendly and 
sustainable with flowers these days. I 
have come across an organisation called 
Sustainable Church Flowers (it’s all in the 
name!), who are promoting the use of UK
-grown flowers instead of imported ones, 
and they’re trying to reduce the impact 
of florist’s oasis on our waterways by 
using alternative simple decorating 
techniques. 

Since lockdown, many small flower farms 
have popped up all over the UK, and 
we’re lucky to have great ones in 
Haslemere and Godalming, as well as 
many more further afield. So, in addition 
to what we have in our own gardens, 
we’re hoping to follow these principles 
and use a small number of seasonal local 
flowers for our church services. 
 

To get us started, Debbie Spencer and I 
will be giving a Flower Arranging 
Masterclass in the church from 10am to 
11:30 on Saturday, April 19th. We’ll be 
decorating it for the concert that evening 
and of course for our Easter service. 
 

We’d love to invite anyone who’s 
interested in helping to arrange church 
flowers to come along. Everything will be 
provided, including flowers and foliage. 
You don’t have to commit to endless 
weekends of flower duty, just the main 
festivals plus a few arrangements a year 
to suit you. 
 

Please let me know on 07710 070412 if 
you’re coming along on April 19th, and I’ll 
make sure we have enough flowers for 
everyone to create something special, big 
or small, for our church at Easter. 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
By Lisa Rickenberg 

 

CHURCH FLOWER ARRANGING MASTERCLASS 
Saturday, 19th April  

 

10—11.30am 
 

St Michael & All Angel’s Church 
 

lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk / 07710 070412 



21 

What a treat—two excellent events held 
in our beautiful Church. The first was  a 
fascinating talk  by Marion O'Brien on the 
history of the church, from discovering 
the two small beautifully painted 
windows in the chancel and then much 
later the discovery of two lead lined 
coffins in a vault under the choir stalls 
when work was being 
done.  Before  being  resealed a time 
capsular was hung from a hook off the 
sealing plate. I wonder who will find it 
next?  
 

Then in recent times the wonderful 
kneelers all made by local ladies and to 
top it all the beautiful engraved glass 
doors “Tree of Life” by Tracy Sheppard in 
2008.  
 

This was followed by Amanda Flint 
Roberts’ captivating description of the 

Sailor’s murder and our 
village  blacksmith who made the chains 
to hang up the villains. Another murder 
victim was Joan Wolf of the famous 
Wigwam story whose grave was only 
found after some research when her 
relatives came looking for it. There are so 
many interesting graves to look for 
especially the Table tombs. We are 
grateful for all the hours of hard work 
Amanda does in helping people who 
knock on her door looking for long lost 
relatives.  
 

A couple of days later we were all 
cheered up by Wendy Edwards talented 
choir singing, Love Songs, with solos, 
duets and our very own Robbie Goldfinch 
on the piano with the  audience joining in 
the chorus. An uplifting afternoon in 
beautiful surroundings! 
 

Thank you to everyone involved in both 
events. 

HISTORY SOCIETY TALK & LOVE SONGS CONCERT REVIEW 
By Sue Ranson 

Sailer’s Stone 

Kneelers 
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Dear all, 
 

It feels like a long time ago I last 
scribed an article for the Parish 
magazines. A lot has changed since I 
last wrote about 10 months ago. Tom 
Hawkins left us about a year ago and 
since November last year we now 
have Alex Vernon who has joined our 
merry team at Thursley - well it’s 
better than a team of one - namely me 
for almost a year! 
 

It has been tough on my own with all 
the pressures laid squarely at my size 
eleven feet, which was shared equally 
before. But not to be too negative, the 
sun has finally put in an appearance 
for early Spring and it feels glorious – 
cold mornings, but with the warmth 
of the sun it feels so much better.  
 

Life on the common is awaking now. I 
have seen the first of the early 
emergent reptiles. With four adders 
together in one small area, which is a 
sure sign of a hibernaculum close by. 
A hibernaculum is where reptiles 
spend the winter months under tree 
roots or in a burrow like an old rabbit 
hole; in slumber, never a true 
hibernation but a deep long sleep only 
waking for a drink, not wanting to 
waste valuable energy. They will also 
wake in early spring if they feel there 
is enough warmth in the sun to bask, 
this early sun is invaluable for their 
metabolism as it will start the 
transformation in to breeding 
condition, and the UV levels will help 

rid them of parasites accumulated 
during their time underground. 
 

Other wildlife much in evidence 
around the reserve are the 
Woodlarks, with their very vocal 
territory songs as they look for a mate 
this time of the year. There are also 
ground nesting birds who really enjoy 
the tightly mown areas amongst the 
heathers, which is another reason for 
the winter heather mowing. Soon 
skylarks will follow with similar 
nesting preferences, and other birds 
heard but not often seen are our 
Dartford warblers, there birds like the 
younger gorse blocks, which is why 
we are coppicing them. 
 

As well as emerging adders I have also 
seen the of the first of the viviparous 
or common lizards basking out of the 
warming on the boardwalk, which 
incidentally has won the prestigious 
award of the best path/walk in the 
entirety of the UK last year, quite the 
accolade.  Some are saying it is a bit of 
a double-edged sword though, with 

LIFE ON THE COMMON  111 
By James Giles 
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yet more visitors to the reserve which 
is getting quite busy at the weekends 
already. Let us hope all the new 
visitors respect the NNR and take as 
much pleasure from it as we do 
locally, and the pressures are not too 
great so as to denude the very reason 
they have to come to see the site and 
its amazing and special and rare 
wildlife. 
 

This past winter has seen the ever-
amazing volunteers hard at work as 
ever, with large areas of over mature 
or dominant gorse cleared to reduce 
the fire risk for the coming summer. 
We have had the seasonal heather 
mowing competed to put in more 
structure into the areas of heather, 
which is great for structural, 
diversity, as well as reducing fire risk. 
A local golf club has also been busy 
harvesting heather turfs, which is 
brilliant for the sites invertebrates 
who thrive on the open sandy soils 
which are revealed as the heather is 
stripped away, also giving us an 
income.  
 

On a quite different and separate note 
now, with all that highly protected 
wildlife (many by law - under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act), now 
awakening it is time to please keep 

your dogs on a lead. I am seeing so any 
more dogs of late running freely in 
and out of the heather. Regular 
disturbance can affect the breeding 
success of many species, making them 
abandon the nest or territory, or 
easily put them off altogether.  
 

Ironically as I wite this article I had a 
call saying that a lot of people are not 
happy with the bridleway 
improvements that are currently 
taking place, saying the stone surfaces 
aren’t good for horses, why are we 
using so much heavy machinery 
when we are told/asked to keep dogs 
on leads, whereas other are saying 
what a great improvement. To 
Natural England’s defence the track 
works make the site more accessible 
for emergency vehicles, they are to 
stay on the track and not on the 
heather, and they are very aware of 
this and feel very privileged to be 
undertaking such work on the Nature 
reserve.  
 

Over the coming weeks we will be 
creating more bare ground scrapes for 
our specialist invertebrates such as 
Tiger beetles, who like a lot of our 
burrowing bees and wasps use the 
bare ground we create to complete 
their life cycles and top actively hunt 
for their prey.  
 
If you are inspired to help look after 
these stunning commons, I run 
volunteering tasks all year-round on a 
mid-week basis on a Thursday pretty 
much every week and one Sunday a 
month in the Spring, autumn, and 
winter months. Please do get in touch 
for dates and meeting areas. 
 

Heath Tiger Beetle 
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Thursley Horticultural Society’s Spring 
Show is on Saturday 5th April and all are 
very welcome to come in to the Village 
Hall to see the exhibits from 2.30pm. 
There will, as always, be a great display of 
flowers and vegetables, floral art, cookery 
and handicrafts. If you are interested in 
entering , please get your entries in by 
Thursday 3rd April by email to 
thursleyhortsoc@hotmail.co.uk by 
dropping the information into the box at 
the Village Hall door, or by contacting 
Tina Chant, the Show Secretary on 01428 
289778. Details of the classes are 
available in the Schedule – use the 
contact details above to   join, or rejoin by 
contacting Tina or Pat Clake on 01252 
706869. 
 

Our next talk will hopefully appeal to lots 
of Thursley residents. Tony Lack, an 
experienced beekeeper, is coming from 
Woking to share his expertise. Please 
come to learn all about Bees and Bee 
Keeping, and also bring your own 
experiences, comments and questions. 
There will be a raffle and refreshments.  
 

Members and non-members will be 
looking forward to our Plant Sale on 
Saturday 10th May, from 10.30 – 12.00. 

Arrive on the dot as it is always a very 
popular well supported event. It is being 
held outside the Cricket Pavilion as last 
year (weather permitting) and there will 
undoubtedly be a good array of plants 
and seedling, including runner beans and 
tomatoes, perennials and annuals. The 
committee would be very happy to 
receive your plants to boost our stalls – 
pot them up and bring them along on 
Friday 9th after 7pm, or let us know 
beforehand that you will be coming with 
them early on Saturday morning. 
 

As part of the VE 80 Day 
commemorations, all Horticultural Society 
members plus Thursley residents are 
invited to visit Open Gardens in Thursley 
on Saturday 3rd  May and in Bowlhead 
Green on Thursday 8th May.  Maps to 
show where the gardens are will be 
available on the day at the Church or on 
Bowlhead Green respectively. Our thanks 
to those who have already agreed to 
open their garden - they will be glorious, I 
am sure. If you would like to open yours 
too, do get on touch with Lisa Woods. 
 

It is essential to register your interest in 
visiting the gardens, so do please get in 
touch with Lisa at least 2 days before the 
events on lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk  
 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
By Pat Clake 

 
Spring Show:   Saturday, 5th April 

 

Beekeeping Talk:   
 

Open Gardens in Thursley Village:   Saturday, 3rd May 
 

Open Gardens in Bowlhead Green:  Thursday 8th May 
 

Plant Sale:  Saturday 10th May 

mailto:thursleyhortsoc@hotmail.co.uk
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“ALL ABOUT BEES AND BEEKEEPING”  
 

 
A talk from Tony Lack 

From the Wokingham Beekeeping Association 
 

Wednesday 23rd April 
 
 

 
In the Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

All welcome 
Raffle and refreshments 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Come and join us for our Easter Service at  
St Michael and All Angels on Sunday 20th April at 9.45 am.   

In accordance with tradition the  
collection during the service will be donated to  

Reverend Hannah and her family. 
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Our regular correspondent, Jackie 
Rickenberg, is busy moving and so can't 
write her monthly column. It has meant 
that two of us are writing the Society's 
update for the April magazine. 
 

Sue Ranson has written about the 
hugely informative and wonderfully 
entertaining talk on our Church which 
took place in our Church. Thank you to 
Marion O'Brien and Amanda Flint- 
Roberts. 
 

The personal recollections which will 
feature in our “Victory Euphoria” 
exhibition on 3rd and 4th May are 
coming through and they are all 
fascinating and humbling. 
 

There is a flyer with this month's 
magazine so please do put it on your 
noticeboard or fridge as a reminder and 
book early for those events that need 
signing up to. 
 

Lisa Woods has come up with a 
tremendous initiative to have a monthly 
lunch in the pub for all the ladies in the 
village who are hovering, or once 
hovered, around the half century mark. 
 

It made me reflect on the various groups 
and societies that were once very active 
in Thursley but, for various reasons, are 
now longer in being. Hopefully, we can 
feature each one in greater detail in the 
coming months. 
 

In the Church, in the corner, stands a 
wonderful flag. It is blue and beautiful 
embroidered with Thursley Mothers 
Union. In the archive we have an old 
photograph of a group of very stern 
looking ladies holding their equally stern 
looking babies. We need to research 
what happened to the Mothers Union 
which reading through old Parish 
Magazines may help us with. 
 

There was also a very active Women's 
Institute in the village and in the Surrey 
History Centre there is a Minute Book 
which anyone is free to look at. All 
handwritten in fountain pen and with 
everyone given their formal names: Mrs. 
Peckskai, Mrs, Fisher, Miss Taylor. 
 

The demise of the W.I. left a hole for the 
women in the village and Margie 
Crawfurd set up the Thursley Christian 
Fellowship. I remember Jo, my mother, 
and I paying our annual subscription and 
receiving a piece of A4 paper folded into 
four which was the year's programme. It 
started in January with a New Year's 
Party usually in the Chairman's house 
but later in the Village Hall. Everyone 
brought something with the Committee 
cooking large chicken and ham pies 
which were very good. For the next 
months there were evening illustrated 
talks which could be a decidedly mixed 
bag! For Lent there would be an evening 
Church Service with an outside speaker 
to give the address. There was a break 
in August. Despite losing the Christian 
appellation and opening it up to men the 
Fellowship began to falter and it was 
decided to fold it up but to meet in the 
newly reopened Three Horse Shoes Pub 
for lunch once a month. 
 

The Chairman, Elizabeth Copeman, 
would be joined by Joyce Hall, Prue 
Jones, Jean Moss, Kathleen Watson, 
Tone Badcock and Hilary Barr. There 
was always chaos when it came to 
splitting the bill and Sandra Proni, the 
Landlady, was hugely grateful to Hilary 
who would very generously make sure 
there was no shortfall and a plentiful tip 
be left. 
 

Lisa remembered the Fellowship ladies 
and, as a fitting tribute, launched the yet 
to be named lunch club as a lasting 
memory of our great friend, Hilary Barr. 

THE HISTORY SOCIETY  
By Sally Scheffers 



27 



28 



29 



30 

The March Ladies Lunch at the pub 
was a great success, with 20 
attending which meant there was a 
great buzz in the dining room. 
 
Thank you to Michelle for looking 
after us so brilliantly.  Make a date 
in your diaries for the next one 

which is on Thursday, 17th April.  
Please get in touch with Lisa 
Woods on 07710 070412 if you 
would like to join us.  The lunch is 
open to any of the ladies of the 
village aged approximately 50 and 
above, and we just order what we 
want from the main pub menu. 

THURSLEY LADIES 50+ LUNCH 
By Lisa Woods 
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What a difference a month makes. 
After I last wrote it threw it down, 
back to floods and very wet ground 
so we thought the cows were never 
going out. This last week, though, 
what a joy, warm (the shorts are 
back out) dry, lighter longer days. 
It’s put a spring in all our steps, and 
it’s really let us get cracking work-
wise too. Spring is my favourite time 
of year, the mornings are getting 
lighter, snowdrops, crocus and 
daffodils are such a pick me up and 
you really realise you have the best 
job in the world. 
 
The cows are now out during the 
day; to start with it was just for a 
few hours and in mid-February it 
was for as long as it took Beth or 
Matthew to have a coffee break. 
Getting them out for a short time 
keeps them happy and allows us to 
cut down on a scraping during the 
day.  The first time out didn’t go 
quite to plan though. We took them 
to a far field to wear off some 
energy but they were very keen to 
go out and broke into nearly every 
field possible on the way to the one 
they should be in. I think they were 

trying to tell us that they are later 
going out than in previous years and 
not happy about that. They have 
settled down now, so much so that 
Beth struggled to get them in today 
– a very filling Sunday lunch I think 
was consumed (not by Beth) and 
they were very happy lounging with 
full bellies in the sun.  The calves 
will go out soon, it’s still a little wet 
where they go and will be vitamin 
bloused, foot bathed and electric 
fenced trained in the next week or 
so. The in-calf heifers will also go 
out soon, they just need their 
second dose of Huskvac (due this 
week) and to finish off some silage. 
 
The beef cows went this week too, 
giving us time to get fences down 
ready for maize preparations. They 
went to Thame market and sold 
incredibly well. We did have an 
offer from another farmer to take 
them straight from the farm, but 
with beef prices being so good we 
took the gamble of going to market 
which paid off. It’s quite an art 
getting them in and loaded in time 
to get to Thame but we did it. 
Temporary fences from the field to 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE FARM THIS MONTH? 
By Jo Ranson 



33 

the barn were set up the night 
before and as soon as it got light we 
went out and got them to follow us 
to the barn. We then loaded them in 
batches of 11ish (74 went in total) 
on our trailer and then took them to 
the road and loaded back to back 
with the double decker lorry. Two 
lorries and 2 hours later they were 
off. 
 
The calves have all had a muck out, 
even though they will be going out 
soon the front of the shed builds up 
and they find it difficult to reach 
the food. It also gives the muck 
taken out time to rot down before 
going on the maize ground, if it’s too 
straw-like it’s difficult to plough in. 
 
The cows have had their 6-monthly 
vitamin bolus, during the winter we 
have noticed that they become very 
lethargic which can be down to 
selenium deficiency, and although 
they have a balanced diet, giving 
them the bolus just gives them that 
boost. They have another one when 
they go on their holidays as their 
diet then is dull and we don’t want 
the calves in their bellies growing 
too big, but they need to keep their 
condition and again this helps for 
then. 
 
We have nearly got all the fencing 
done, more posts than we thought 
had become rotten due to the wet 
weather. Now that it has finally 
dried up (there is still the odd wet 
patch) we have been out fertilising 
everything. The soil can’t be too 
cold otherwise the fertiliser won’t 
work effectively; we can test soil 
temperature but daffodils are a 
good sign that things are warming 
up when they start to come out.  
 
 

The inheritance tax protests are 
still ongoing and when we can we 
have participated locally and in 
London. We have been making 
adjustments within the business to 
accommodate the government’s new 
ruling but it will still impact us 
greatly when they come into force. 
It sometimes feels everything is 
going against you, the government, 
fly tipping (we have had more of 
that again), the weather, uninvited 
guests raging round your fields on 
quad bikes smashing into gates 
(which happened last week). But 
carry on we must and do. 
 
I have been busy getting all my 
paperwork in order for our Red 
Tractor inspection in a couple of 
weeks’ time, followed the next day 
by the Arla vet audit (thought 
whilst in inspection mode to get 
them both booked in).  I upload as 
much as possible onto the portals 
beforehand so the inspectors have 
time to read it through before they 
get here - it saves a lot of time for 
both parties. 
 
We have updated some of our 
machinery too recently, swapping 
the older JCB for a newer version, 
the same for the sprayer, and 
bought a new tedder (flicks out 
grass to dry it at silage time).  
 
Lots going on this coming month; 
lagoon emptying first giving you that 
lovely fresh country air, turning out 
calves, inspections. Nick and I will 
also be starting our fitness training! 
We have entered the great north 
swim (sponsored by Arla) so in June 
we are off to Lake Windermere to 
swim a mile – we better get 
practising at swimming in wet suits 
and in open water! 
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‘When the flower blossoms, the bee 

will come’, Srikumar Rao. 

The importance of pollination cannot 

be stressed enough - no pollination, 

no fruit. Pollination is the transfer of 

pollen from the stamens (male parts) 

to the pistil, more specifically the 

stigma in the pistil (female parts). Once 

in place the pollen grows microscopic 

tubes to the ovary and fertilises the 

ovules but only if compatible. 

Pollination is usually done by flying 

insects such as honeybees, 

bumblebees, flies, beetles and yes 

even wasps have a use! 
 

Some fruit trees such as Victoria plum, 

Stella cherry, peach, and nectarines 

can be fertilised by their own pollen, 

meaning they are self compatible-so if 

you only have room for one fruit tree 

pick a self fertile variety. Most apples, 

pears and some plums and cherries 

need cross pollination from another 

tree of the same species. There are 

systems for grouping pollination times 

using either number (1-7) or letters (A-

D) to help choose which fruit trees to 

buy. Flowering can overlap with 

varieties from the adjacent group, so 

Group 3 maybe pollinated with Group 

2 and or Group 4. Most popular 

varieties of apple tend to be in group 3 

such as Discovery and James Grieve. If 

you only have room for one fruit tree 

check if there are nearby neighbours 

trees that can help with the pollination 

of yours! 
 

Blooms for June  

Every surface in the greenhouse, cold 

frame and kitchen window sill is 

completely full of seed trays bursting 

with flower seedlings, hopefully in time 

for June wedding flowers. Since March 

the beds have been covered with 

cloches and insulation (recycled wool 

from used packaging) so that the soil 

will be warm to give the young plants 

the best start. Before planting outside, 

all the seedlings will need ‘hardening 

off’ so they don’t wither and die of 

shock- easily done by bringing them 

outside during the day for a week or 

By Debbie Spencer 
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so but tucking them back up indoors 

at night. I’m mainly growing pastel 

shades of cottage garden flowers -

sweet peas, cornflowers, nigella and 

fillers like ammi majus. 
 

Beans means greens 

I haven’t got much room to grow 

veggies this year so I need to think 

about dwarf varieties of the beans 

Dwarf green Sprite, Purple Teepee and 

forget about runner beans for once. 

Tip: when planting bean seeds in a pot 

place a couple to each pot towards 

the edges of the pot - they germinate 

better there. 
 

Don’t Forget Courgettes 

Normally I grow courgettes but not 

this year due to lack of space. If you 

are considering courgettes keep it 

interesting with different varieties like 

the yellow Golden Zucchini and Black 

Beauty, picking them small to prevent 

a glut of marrows. They germinate 

easily so it’s tempting to cram in lots 

of plants but they need about a metre 

space between them. Tip: when 

growing courgettes/cucumber/ 

squash from seed place the seed on 

it’s side to prevent water rotting. 
 

Tomato time  

Once the seedlings develop the 

second set of leaves (the ‘true’ leaves) 

they can be potted on into their own 

small individual pots. In about a 

month’s time once they are strong 

enough they will be repotted again 

into a much larger pot, their final 

resting place. Tip : when transplanting 

It’s important to lift gently by the leaf, 

not the stem to prevent damage.  
 

In April you can sow lots of root 

vegetables directly into prepared beds 

beetroot (Bolthardy seems the most 

reliable), carrots (Autumn King, Early 

Nantes) and of course spinach and 

beans too. Other vegetables to sow 

now include sweetcorn, spinach and 

Swiss chard and winter brassicas like 

purple sprouting broccoli, kale and 

Brussels sprouts. 
 

Finally, however unpredictable April 

is.....’April Showers bring May 

flowers’. 
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Electric Vehicle (EVs) have been in 
the news in recent months. Policy 
issues about EV sales targets for 
manufacturers and fossil fuel car 
phase out dates have caught the 
headlines. You might think that it’s 
just too difficult to decide about it 
with all this uncertainty. Well, the 
fundamentals about considering an 
EV haven’t changed, and in fact 
there’s more choice, lower prices and 
more charging options. Despite some 
of the negative press, there are more 
EVs on UK roads than ever (about 4% 
of the total cars in UK) and they are 
forecast to increase steadily as the 
phase out dates get closer. 

 

With the majority of journeys being 
less than 10 miles, EVs are a practical 
and economical solution to reduce 
the carbon footprint from transport. 
Longer journeys will require a 
different approach given the range 
of most EVs. Speaking to Neil 
McIntyre, we thought it would be of 
interest if we described a journey to 

Skye, comparing his EV and my fossil 
fuel car! 

 

Neil’s story: My car is an MG4 with a 
nominal range of 280 miles with a 
64kWh battery, although at 
motorway speeds this is probably 
closer to 250. The rate at which EVs 
can be charged depends on two 
factors – the charger output and the 
battery design. There are some 
chargers that can deliver 350kW/h, 
but service stations at or near 
motorways are typically 120 to 
150kW/h.  The battery design 
determines the rate at which your 
battery can take on the charge, and 
this varies by car.  Mine isn't able to 
charge at more than 130kW/h and 
this tends to slow down as the 
battery approaches full charge.  So 
the fastest charging is in the 20-80% 
range. 

 

A trip to Skye is about 600 miles 
from Thursley.  That means a 
minimum of 2 full top-up charges 
along the way.  In reality though, 

ECO-FRIENDLY LIVING  -   IT’S ECO-LOGICAL 
By John Swift 
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running with less than 10-20% of 
battery charge starts to induce some 
'range anxiety'. However, the reality 
is that I like to stop and stretch my 
legs after no more than 2 hours 
driving.  If you get one of the faster 
chargers, by the time you've found 
the facilities, bought a paper, had a 
coffee and cake, then at least 30 
minutes have ticked by and the 
charge has probably gone up 
significantly. 

 

Finding a charge point is relatively 
simple. There's a really helpful phone 
app called ZapMap which gives details 
of all chargers across the country and 
it's an excellent way of navigating.  It 
gives live updates on the status of 
chargers, which are in use, out of 
order etc., as well as things like exact 
location, pricing and user 
feedback.  The distribution of 
chargers across the country is now 
improving fairly quickly and it's not 
uncommon to find 10 rapid chargers 
at one location.   

 

My route to Skye is A3, M25, M40, 
M42, M6, A74 and then smaller roads 
north from Glasgow through Fort 
William and beyond.  Leaving home 
on a full charge, my first stop was 
near Warwick and I added a 40% 
charge while taking a 30-minute 
break.  Then just beyond Stafford 
(38% in the time for a cup of 
tea).  Onwards to Tebay in the Lakes 
(54% in 30 minutes), followed by 55% 
charge in 30 minutes near Loch 
Lomond, and finally, 33% in 30 
minutes at Fort William.  That meant 
about 5 half-hour breaks during a 12-

hour journey.  At none of those 
stops did I have to wait for a charger 
to become free or to hang around for 
the car to take on charge; it was 
always just a question of using the 
chargers while I was otherwise 
occupied. Overall, the charger 
network is now good enough to mean 
my travel isn't materially affected by 
having opted for an EV. 

 

My story: My car is a diesel BMW X5 
with a range of about 600 miles on a 
full tank. My route to Skye is almost 
identical, and the longer range than 
Neil’s car means that I could probably 
drive all the way without refuelling, 
but I don’t. Like him, I like to break 
the journey every few hours, and I 
typically refuel at the Tesco’s 
superstore just by the M6 at Carlisle. 
These days I often stop overnight at 
Motherwell as well. If I needed to, I 
could use the breaks to refuel like he 
does. At the moment, it’s easy in my 
diesel car to drive a long journey. 

 

The nearest I’ve come to “range 
anxiety” was on a trip in September 
2021 when panic buying led to fuel 
shortages. The Tescos at Carlise was 
sold out of diesel and I had to search 
around for a garage that had any 
(without the assistance of ZapMap!). 
Maybe this will be what the future 
for fossil fuel cars is, when most cars 
are EVs and there is much less petrol 
or diesel being sold? 

 

If you want more information about 
any of these ideas or help, please 
contact jdswift@btinternet.com. 
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It’s Mothering Sunday.  And moving 

out of Mulberry day.  We celebrated by 
dropping a full bottle of port on the just 

cleaned floor.  I’m using the royal We.  

Me or Dave?  Delete as you see fit.  This 

may explain to the lovely new owners 
the slightly fruity smell they will detect 
upon entering tomorrow.  I hope I got 

all the sticky up??!!  I am so tired I can 

barely speak, let alone type.  Our 

esteemed editor will need an eagle eye 
for my spelling and grammar.  I am 

leaning towards tearful, but I know I 

just need to finish this column and then 

I can get into bed.  I’m thinking, 

naturally enough, about mothers and 

about moving.  
 

In 1999, when I was heavily pregnant 
with my second daughter, Ottilie, we 

sold our London home and bought our 

first Surrey house – an Arts and Crafts 

cottage in central Guildford.  We’d 

been living in Brook Green, which is 

fancy talk for the sliver of Shepherds 
Bush which lies just north of the 

Hammersmith roundabout.  We’d only 

been there since the week before we 

got married in late 1996, and I may well 

have thought we’d be there for longer 

when we first moved from the flat we 
started our lives together in, a mile 

away in Hammersmith.  It was a very 

pretty Victorian terrace and it had 

room to grow.  But newlyweds aren’t 
new parents.  Not being able to park 

outside the house (and occasionally 

having to park quite some distance 

away) was fine when there was just the 

two of us, and tolerable when we were 

three – I left shopping in the car until 
David came home.  The imminent 
arrival of a fourth seemed a challenge 

too far, and besides, Brook Green really 

was just Shepherds Bush after all, and I 

started to yearn for clean air, cleaner 

pavements, and green spaces for my 

growing brood.  
 

Guildford made sense – I knew it as I’d 

been a boarder in Holmbury St Mary for 

sixth form years earlier, and I loved the 
cobbled high street.  David wasn’t 

fazed by the commute.  And it got us 

an hour closer to my parents (aka Chief 

Babysitters) who were living in 

Salisbury at that time.  They were keen, 

too, having had a hankering to live in 

 

MOVING 
By Lizzie Young 



39 

Guildford at some stage earlier in their 

own peripatetic lives, and cheerfully 

volunteered to help with house 

hunting.   
 

The day we saw the house we bought 
was a bitterly cold February one, and 

my parents had my sister’s two 

toddlers in tow (did I mention they 

were Chief Babysitters?).  My dad 

volunteered to take those two and 

Tallulah to the park in Burpham while 

mum and I did the viewing.  Mum loved 

it, and I was unconvinced – the walls 

were stippled and gloss painted, and 

everything was very William Morris 
(but not in the good way).  Events 

overtook somewhat – when we got 

back to the park, my father was 

holding a weeping Tallulah, wretched 

with a cold, in his arms, and I took her 
straight home instead of going for the 

cuppa and debrief we had planned.  
That night she was admitted to the 

high dependency ward at the Chelsea 

and Westminster hospital with 

septicaemia and suspected meningitis, 
and there she stayed, in isolation, for 

over a week, losing a third of her body 

weight and scaring us all half to death.  

My gorgeous mum did the night shifts 
with Lulu, and I took the days, taking 

my seven months pregnant self home 
to sleep fitfully, no thought of houses.  

When the danger had passed (here 

family folklore tells of a moment when 

she raised her little head from my 

mum’s shoulder and stole a bite of the 
banana mum was eating – the first 

thing she’d ingested voluntarily in days 

- and we all cried) mum reminded us 

gently that we’d sold the London 

house, had a completion date, and 

needed to find a new house.  ‘This little 

girl is going to live,’ she said, ‘and she 

needs a place to do it.’  Not that gentle, 

as it goes, but that’s mums for you.  
She was exactly right.  We bought the 

house with the gloss painted walls the 
next day.   
 

There was a six week hiatus between 

houses.  We put all our stuff into store, 
and, as we didn’t know a soul in 

Guildford, and David had lots of travel 

for work in his diary, we rented a  tiny 

holiday cottage in the shadow of 
Salisbury Cathedral so we’d be close to 

mum and dad.  They came to meet me 
most days for a walk (waddle, in my 

case) – Tallulah learned to run on the 

Cathedral lawns, and they were there 

to run after her.  When I went into 

labour, Dad looked after Tallulah and 
Mum looked after me and Dave, and 

when a complication a few days after 
delivery sent us back into Casualty, 

they did it again. 
 

Ottilie was born on May 16th, and we 

moved into the Guildford house a week 

later.  I sat on a chair in the middle of 
the hall, babe in arms, and directed 

proceedings.   

 

In conclusion.  My mum is a marvel.  

(Dad’s not half bad either).  Moving is 

exhausting.  There.  Now I think I’m off 
for a hot shower, a cathartic cry, and a 

long sleep.   
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Ginger and Walnut Carrot Cake 

Ingredients 

200g plain flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

½ tsp bicarbonate of soda 

2 ½ tsp ground ginger 

¼ tsp salt 

175g soft brown sugar 

2 large eggs 

200ml vegetable oil 

200g carrots, peeled and coarsely 

grated 

100g walnut pieces, chopped, plus 

extra for decorating 

75g crystallised ginger, finely chopped, 

plus extra for decorating 
 

For the icing 
 

100g unsalted butter, softened 

160g icing sugar 

100g cream cheese 

 

 

Method 

1.  Preheat your oven to 170C/150C 

Fan/Gas 3½ and grease a 20cm/8in 

cake tin. 
 

2.  Mix the flour, baking powder, 

bicarbonate of soda, ground ginger 

and salt together in a bowl. 
 

3.  Beat the sugar, eggs and oil in 

another large bowl until they are 

completely mixed together, then 

gradually add the flour mixture. Beat 

in the carrots and then fold in the 

walnuts and crystallised ginger, until 

everything is evenly mixed. 
 

4.  Spoon into the prepared tin. 

Smooth the top and bake for 45–55 

minutes, until the cake is golden-

brown on top, beginning to shrink 

away from the edges of the tin and a 

cake tester comes out with just a few 

crumbs stuck to it. Transfer to a wire 

rack and leave to cool in its tin. 
 

5.  To make the icing, beat the butter 

and icing sugar together and when 

combined, beat in the cream cheese. 

Cover with cling film and place in the 

fridge. 
 

6.   When the cake is completely cold, 

take the icing out of the fridge, then 

beat briefly to make sure it’s smooth. 

Remove the cake from its tin and 

spread the icing on top, then sprinkle 

some crystallised ginger on top. 

 

SUGAR & BAKES 
By Camilla Daubenay 
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A tribute by Jo Kelly, a close 
neighbour 
 

For me Pete was a friend and 
neighbour, a fellow valley dweller and 
wassailer, a muddy biking buddy and 
member of the Help in Thursley team, 
a litter picking organiser and ever 
friendly greeter of my horses and dogs. 
 

Pete was our runner bean supplier and 
bringer of mice for our barn owl - 
(although I am not sure that the 
Amazon drivers ever got used to the 
surprise of dead mice looking up at 
them from a flowerpot in our parcel 
bin!).  A long-standing dog grooming 
client (he and Stanley were the only 
two who thought that my haircuts with 
horse clippers were acceptable, albeit 
after a couple of weeks regrowth!). 
 

He had been the previous keeper of 
our Land Rover, and a few years later 
with Sandy, crept in at the crack of 
dawn in a snow blizzard to decorate it 
for our wedding.  He was also the 

village illustrator and creator of the 
most beautiful and memorable 
Christmas Cards. 
 

As you all know Pete wore many hats! 
Anyone who witnessed Pete and my 
relationship will know it consisted of a 
lot of banter and a very dubious sense 
of humour. I fear he has gained the last 
laugh looking down on me here today 
trying to hold it all together. 
 

I was deeply touched, honoured and 
daunted when Sandy asked me to say 
a few words. How on earth do you do 
justice to Pete and his life?  So I 
googled the definition of “a life well 
lived”. One version was, “more people 
have benefitted from your presence 
than not”. And BLIMEY!  - didn’t we all 
benefit?! 
 

I’m sure that every one of you here 
can’t reflect on Pete’s time in your life, 
however long or short, even those 
fleeting interactions, without smiling 
and recalling his ever cheery chat and 
endless positivity. 
 

That is a life well lived. 
 

If we all tried to live our lives a bit more 
like Pete ….. that would be a truly great 
legacy. 
 

A tribute by Dick Lowther (friend & 
former colleague) 
Warm, generous, witty  Peter - 47 
years my friend. We took many paths 
together but then he trod many more. I 
met him in the autumn of 77 in 

PETER HANAUER   
26.9.46   –   15.12.24 
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Farnham. He was a new student, yet 
already rich with experience.   
 

With his generosity and effortless way 
of making friends  I soon found myself 
enjoying his delightful company, and 
of Sandra, of Rachel and Sam. 
 

He brought with him a history and an 
inquisitive mind, tempted by a new 
path trusting it would lead somewhere 
- a characteristic of art students.  Our 
shared musicality also  led us to  
Springsteen in Paris, Leonard in Lyon, 
Baez in Portsmouth, and Dylan in 
London. 
 

He fared well at Farnham as 
glassblowing caught his breath.  Those 
fiery workshops set him on another 
new path, one that would take him to 
the Royal College of Art. I recognized 
early on that he was someone 
respectful of tradition, yet always open 
to the modern. Even those paintings 
he worked on for Bridgit Riley were 
beautifully hand crafted.  
 

Two years later, our paths crossed 
again when he took a full-time job at 
the college. And so we worked 
together again. I confess I bear the 
responsibility for England losing a 
talented glassblower — but there are 
many, many students, some here 
today I believe, who would thank me 
for that.   
 

My most treasured memories are of 
Hole Cottage. Descending the track 
from the A3 always brought the 
anticipation of the warmest of 
welcomes, your hand held high and 
the ever-open back door.  The country 

kitchen, where much was talked of 
and chuckled at.  A small corner of 
England Peter and Sandra have 
long  been caring for - a place for 
people, animals, and birds and 
celebration.  At one point a homestead 
of black sheep, black chickens, black 
pigs, black cat, and Blackberry the 
cow.  The crows and blackbirds were 
well impressed. Green finches and 
blue tits not so much. 
 

Warm welcomes and warm nights -  
often a New Year’s Eve - much 
enlivened by the grape.  Once he put 
me to bed in front of the open fire and 
closed all the doors. I woke up 
smelling like an Arbroath Smokie for a 
day! 
 

His talent he wore lightly. but there 
was always a reminder of it - in his 
delightfully drawn  birthday and 
Christmas cards, his graceful 
handwriting instantly recognizable on 
the envelope.  
 

These are not just nostalgic memories 
- they are an appreciation of a life well-
lived, rooted in craft yet open to 
innovation. Life is a collection of 
meandering paths, with missteps 
along the way. Yet we leave footprints 
in the sands of time. He, of course, 
would modestly deny this. But Peter 
and Sandra have made their small 
corner of England a better place, filled 
with goodness. 
 

So I say Fare thee well, Pete.  I will 
miss him terribly. 
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A tribute by David Elias, a close 
friend 
 

Pete and I met in 1958/59 at Frensham 
Heights near Farnham where we both 
went to school. I was a boarder and 
Pete travelled in each day from Milford 
where his family lived. It is worth 
remembering that he was a local man 
in these parts. We were not 
particularly friends at school, played a 
bit of football together - that was about 
it. 
 

We left school at the same time in 
1963, my parents were living abroad 
and I didn’t have any extended family, 
so I had nowhere to go, and Pete’s 
family took me in. Pete and I lodged 
with his grandmother and aunt and 
had out meals at his mother’s house 
just down the road. 
 

For several years I was treated like one 
of the family, just when I needed it 
most, for which I will be forever 
grateful. Their influence was formative 
and helped shape me as a young man, 
I can see their values and aesthetic 
sense passed down to my children 
today. From that time on Pete and I 
became close friends.  
 

Pete went to art school and into 
teaching and I into a career in nature 
conservation, throughout that time we 
did a lot together. I remember the early 
Pink Floyd playing in his 
grandmother’s sitting room and 
standing with him when he took his 
memorable photographs of Jimi 
Hendricks in concert. We made trips 
together to Scandinavia, Greece, 
Cyprus and he came to visit us in 

Malawi. Elen and I had some great 
holidays with Pete and Sandy in 
France, Italy and the Scilly Isles – we 
always laughed a lot and ate too 
much. Later we had some wonderful 
family holidays on Bardsey Island, 
those times, I know, were deeply 
important to our children for whom 
Pete and Sandy have been influential 
and much loved.  
 

It feels impossible here to do justice to 
the richness of so much time shared 
together over decades.  In 2022/23 
Pete and I had a wonderful 
collaboration when he illustrated my 
book ‘Shaping the Wild’. When I saw 
him 10 days before he died, we both 
took pride and comfort that his fine 
drawings and my writing were out 
there together on a few thousand 
bookshelves. 
 

All though those 60 years Pete has 
been immensely capable and creative, 
a lot of fun, warm hearted, endlessly 
patient, and consistently kind. In later 
years he added wisdom and a little 
steel which were good to be around. I 
increasingly looked to him for advice. 
Right at the end I had never seen him 
so clear, so sure and yet overflowing 
with love for his family (especially his 
family), his friends, and his life.  
 

So today I am mourning the loss of a 
very dear friend and celebrating a 
deeply felt and lifelong friendship. On 
behalf of my family and some old 
friends who couldn’t be here today I 
want to say 
 

Thank you, Pete – you were wonderful.  
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KEITH'S PRIVATE CAR HIRE 

  
 

 Let Keith take you where you want to go  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Local and long distance 

 
Heathrow and Gatwick Airports 

(including pick-ups) 
  
 

ELSTEAD  Tel: 01252 703005 
 
 

Email: lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com 
  

mailto:Lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com
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MJP Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
Helpful friendly plumber.  

Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap washer to  
refitting your bathroom.  

Servicing or replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

We work with all systems –   heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

Michelle Renée  
 

A unisex salon offering a highly professional service in  
classic & contemporary hair design 

 

Consultations & fringe trims are complimentary 
[ 

Visit our website for prices & services 
 

MR   Hair by Design 
 

www.michellerenee.co.uk 
01252 703183 

 

Selsey Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead, Surrey GU8 6HN 

http://www.michellerenee.co.uk
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Since 1968, Beacon Hill Cleaners have been 

providing the highest quality  
residential and commercial carpet and  

upholstery cleaning services.  
 
 

We are a family run business who pride  
ourselves on giving our customers  

a 100% satisfaction guarantee, all our  
work is fully insured.  

 

 

The services we can provide are: 
 

Carpet Cleaning ,Upholstery Cleaning, Curtain & Rug Cleaning 
 

(Including professionally cleaning Persian, Chinese & Indian rugs)   
 

07779 166 161 
01428 606 486 

 

paul@beaconhillcleaners.co.uk 
Beacon Hill Road, Hindhead, GU26 6QJ  

 

 
  

Beaconhillcleaners Beacon Hill Cleaners 
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Private French Lessons 
  
 

Bonjour, Je m’appelle Valérie, 
 

I am a French native speaker, with tutoring experience,  
who can offer private lessons. 
 

Whether you need tailored lessons to achieve specific objectives 
(GCSE, AS/A level, moving to France) or you just want to practice your 
French over a cup of coffee, feel free  to contact me. 
 

 

Please call: 07838681984                                                                                                     
Or email: ferrisvalerie@aol.com       
                       

   A bientôt.                                                                                                                   

 
 

COME AND JOIN  
GODALMING CHORAL SOCIETY 

  
on TUESDAY 10th JANUARY 2017 

  
when rehearsals begin for  

 
HAYDN : THE CREATION 

 
We meet at 7.30pm in all new Wilfrid Noyce Centre, Crown Court, Go-
dalming, GU7 1DY. If you enjoy singing and would like to join a pro-

COLES KENNELS 
Upper Ridgeway Farm, Thursley  GU8 6QR 

 
 

CAT BOARDING   DOG BOARDING 
The very best of care in                   Very spacious pens; raised  
beautiful surroundings  underfloor heated beds for 
Phone: (01428) 604508  ultimate dog comfort; 
     large exercise runs. 

          Phone: (01428) 609400 
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Plaster 

Paint Sprayer 

Tiles 

Woodwork 

Wallpaper 

Slabs 

Drywall 

Silicone render 
 

PHONE  07903 032563 

J E A N  C O S TA  
Painter & Decorator 
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BUTTERFLIES NURSERY,  
THURSLEY  

Open 51 weeks of the year  
8 a.m to 5.30 p.m.  

Enrolment from 6 months to 4 years  
Enquiries:  

butterfliesnursery@live.co.uk  
or call 07827786005 
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