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NEED HELP? 
Help in Thursley is available to anyone 
living in the parish of Thursley. 
 

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE? 
Transport to Doctors, Dentists and 
Hospital appointments, Shops, Post Office, 
Hairdresser, collecting prescriptions, your 
pet to the Vet, etc. 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
Phone 07538 201 276 and leave a message. 

The Duty Officer will listen to all messages at least once a day Mondays 
to Fridays and seek an appropriate volunteer to help you. The Duty 
Officer will contact you to discuss your request and then contact you 
again to give you the name of the volunteer who will help you. Please 
ensure you give us a few days’ notice. 
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PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE OF 14TH MAY 2026 FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE JUNE 
2026 ISSUE OF THURSLEY PARISH MAGAZINE.  
EDITOR: Tricia HORWOOD, Thursley House, Dye House Road, Thursley  GU8 6QD.   
Tel: 01252 705171  E-mail: tricia@horwood.org 
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Jane HEPBURN (our advertising year runs from April  -  March) 
Tel: 07768 421935  Email: hepburnjaney@hotmail.com 
DISTRIBUTION & SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:  Jenny GORDON 
Tel: 07796 254361  Email:  thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: £9 FOR 12 ISSUES FROM JANUARY—DECEMBER 2026 
PAYABLE TO: Thursley Parish Magazine.  Account No:  56674217   Sort Code: 23-05-80 
Ref: House Name (or number & road). This includes both a printed copy and digital version. 
CONTACT: thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com (& to request a digital copy) 
COVER: Bluebells, by Hugh Semper 
Opinions expressed by authors and services offered by advertisers are not specifically endorsed 
by Thursley Parish Magazine or the Parochial Church Council. 

 

EDITORIAL 
By Tricia Horwood 

 

As spring settles in and our village begins to bloom, there is a wonderful 
sense of energy and community spirit in the air. The longer days bring not 
only brighter gardens and busier footpaths, but also plenty of 
opportunities to come together and enjoy the warmer weather. 
 

One of the highlights of recent weeks has been the Horticultural Society’s 
Spring Show, which was very well attended and full of excellent entries. 
From vibrant floral displays to impressive early vegetables, carefully 
nurtured seedlings, and some excellent chocolate cakes, the standard 

was exceptionally high.  A big thank you goes to all who entered, organised and supported the 
show — and if you missed it, there’s another chance to get involved soon. The Society’s 
Annual Plant Sale will take place on 2nd May at Thursley Pavilion, offering a perfect 
opportunity to pick up something special for your garden while supporting a valued local 
group. 
 

While many of us are heading outdoors, it’s also worth noting that there are currently some 
boardwalk closures on the Common while essential maintenance takes place. Please do take a 
moment to check the map on page 25 before planning your walk—your patience during this 
period is very much appreciated. 
 

History enthusiasts will also enjoy Jackie Rickenberg’s fascinating exploration of the 
Portsmouth Road. Her research continues to uncover the stories, characters and 
developments that shaped our local area, adding depth and perspective to familiar 
surroundings.  
 

And finally, a gentle but important reminder: don’t forget to vote in the local elections on 7th 
May at the Village Hall. Local elections play a vital role in shaping the decisions that affect our 
everyday lives, and every vote truly does matter.  

Wishing you all a wonderful May. 
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CHURCH: ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
 

 

VICAR 
Revd Hannah Moore  01252 705941 
rector@parishesofetsph.org  
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Revd Delia Orme    01252 702217 

minister@parishesofetsph.org 
 

Louisa MASON  01252 705164  
curate@parishesofetsph.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Susanna HUNTER       07833 574152 
gammelby@btinternet.com 
 

Simon TREADWELL                   07799 600470 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Rupert PERRIER                        07916 294646 
rupertperrier@googlemail.com 
  

PCC CLERK OF WORKS 
Simon TREADWELL    01428 687715 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY        07722 943909 
claire.dailly@yahoo.com 
 

Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 

 

Charlotte LAYCOCK                 07469 920174  
Charlotte.laycock3@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Steve CRUICKSHANK             07768 774398 
Stephen.cruickshank@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 

ORGANIST 
Robbie GOLDFINCH 01252 705151  
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Sallie ROLES   01252 706820 
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Lisa WOODS   07710 070412  
 
 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA 
Caroline MENDELSSOHN     01252 702808 
caroline.mendelssohn@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
Mike ROBERTS  07948 243887  
mike.roberts83@btinternet.com  
 
 

HELP IN THURSLEY 07538 201276  
Chairman: 
David YOUNG   01428 607716  
chairman@helpinthursley.com  
Treasurer:  
Peter HUNTER   01252 702165 
peterchunter@btconnect.com 
 
 

 

THURSLEY CRCKET CLUB 
Chairman: 
Lee SMALLBONE 
chairman@thursleycricketclub.com 
Secretary: 
Alex MEEARS    
secretary@thursleycricketclub.com  
 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Council Clerk:  
Elaine FELTON  01252 703201 
The Barrows, Seale Road, Elstead GU8 6LF 
clerk@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Chairman:  
James MENDELSSOHN   07941 507753 
Bears Barn, Dye House Road, Thursley 
Surrey GU8 6QD 
j.mendelssohn@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Vice Chairman:  
Chris MCCLEMENTS 07970 204906 
c.mcclements@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Michelle DE VRIES  07590 893497  
m.devries@thursley-pc.gov.uk 

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND LOCAL DIRECTORY 

mailto:rector@parishesofETSPH.org
mailto:sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@helpinthursley.com
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Helen FLAVELL  07941060663  
h.flavell@thursley-pc.gov.uk  
 

Sarah O’BRIEN  
s.obrien@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

Phoebe SULLIVAN  
p.sullivan@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
 

Tom TAYLOR-MATHEWS  
t.taylormathews@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
[ 

 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDENS 
Contact Elaine Felton 01252 703201 
 

COMMUNITY RECYCLER 
Bruce PYWELL  07498 744 793  
bruce.pywell@gmail.com 
 

 

THURSLEY NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 
Reserve Warden:   
James GILES    01428 685675    
james.giles@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

THURSLEY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Chairman 
Sally SCHEFFERS :   07887 616541  
scheffers@btinternet.com   
 

 

Secretary:   
Jackie RICKENBERG     07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 
 

Treasurer:   
Peter RICKENBERG     07774 203111  
peterrickenberg5@gmail.com 
 

Archivist:     
Alison HANBURY    07980 202579  
 

Website: 
David YOUNG           07879 551206 
Davidjohnyoung51@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Secretary:  
Pat CLAKE       01252 706869 
patclake@hotmail.com 
 

HANKLEY COMMON MILITARY ACTIVITY 
24 Hour Ops Room    01420  483405 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Jackie MALTON    07885 147304 

ThursleyNW@gmail.com  
 

THURSLEY LADIES 50+ LUNCH 

Lisa WOODS      07710 070412  

lisahtcottage@gmail.com  
 
 

SURREY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 
Ben ALEXANDER    07964 391882 
ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

BUTTERFLIES NURSERY 
D ELLUL & M DHILLON  07827 786005 
 

THE THREE HORSESHOES     01252 703900  
www.threehorseshoesthursley.com 
 
 

THURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 
www.thursleyvillagehall.co.uk 
thursleyvillagehall@btinternet.com 
 

Village Hall Chairman: 
Clea BEECHEY  07711 183959 
cleab@me.com 
 

Village Hall Secretary: 
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
 

Village Hall Manager:           01252 706929  
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Surrey County: 
David HARMER    01428 606921 
Wyanston, Tower Road, Hindhead,  
Surrey  GU26 6ST 
david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

Waverley Borough: 
David MUNRO  07493 200398  
david.munro@waverley.gov.uk 
 

James STAUNTON 
james.staunton@waverley.gov.uk  
 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Rt Hon Jeremy HUNT  01428 609416 
huntj@parliament.uk 

mailto:ThursleyNW@gmail.com
mailto:ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com
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MAY 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING   
(Please contact Sallie Roles if you can help) 

Anne SCALES   Debbie SPENCER  Jackie RICKENBERG 
 
 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA 
(Please contact Caroline Mendelssohn if you can help) 

3nd  Anne SCALES/Sukie LANGDALE        17th  Pam CLARKSON 

 

MAY 
    

SUNDAY 3rd 9.15am     Communion at St James’ Church, Elstead 
Easter 5 9.45am  Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
 10.30am  Modern Service at St James’ Church, 
   Elstead 
 11.00am  Communion at St Mary’s Church, 
   Shackleford 
    
 

 

SUNDAY 10th 9.15am Communion  at St James’ Church, Elstead 
Rogation 4.00pm Rogation Service at St Nicholas Church, 
   Peper Harow 
 
THURSDAY 14th 7.00pm Communion at St James’ Church, Elstead 
 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 17th 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
Easter 7 10.30am Modern Service at St James’ Church, 
   Elstead 
       

SUNDAY 24th 10.00am Communion at St Nicholas Church, 
Pentacost   Peper Harow 
 
 

SUNDAY 31st 9.45am Communion at St Michael ‘s, Thursley 
Trinity Sunday 
 

                                    www.parishesofetsph.org.uk   
  

SERVICES FOR THE PARISHES OF 
ELSTEAD, THURSLEY, SHACKLEFORD & PEPER HAROW 
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MAY 
 

Saturday 2nd  10.30-12pm  Horts Society Plant Sale.  Thurley Pavilion. 
    All welcome.  See p17.  
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday 5th  7.00pm  Thursley Parish Council Meeting. 
     Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 

Thursday 7th  All day  Local Elections.  Village Hall. 
     Don’t forget to bring ID. 
 

Friday 15th   7.00pm  Thursley Quiz Evening.  Village Hall. 
     Quiz starts at 7.30pm.  See p13. 
 

Saturday 16th   10.00am Churchyard Working Party. St Michael & 
     All Angels Church.  All help welcome. 
 

Wednesday 20th  7.30pm  Talk on Pruning hosted by THS. 
     Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 
 

Thursday 21st  12.30pm  Thursley 50+ Ladies Lunch.  Three 
     Horseshoes Pub.  Booking essential. 
     Contact Lisa Woods. 
 

JUNE 
 

Sunday 7th   7—5.00pm  Open Farm Sunday. Bowlhead Green Farm. 
     All welcome.  See p33. 
 

Thursday 18th   6.00pm  Evening Churchyard Walk & Supper. 
     Hosted by History Society.  See p26. 

 

VILLAGE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

PLEASE NOTE NEW BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR  
 

 THURSLEY PARISH MAGAZINE  

£9 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR 12 MAGAZINES 
January — December 2026 

 
 

Payable to: Thursley Parish Magazine 
Account No:  56674217   Sort Code: 23-05-80 

Ref: House Name (or number & road) 
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As May arrives, the Church calendar 
turns towards Pentecost, famously 
known as Whit Sunday, as white 
robes were usually worn for the 
renewal of baptism vows. 
 

While Christmas celebrates God 
drawing near in Jesus’ birth, and 
Easter proclaims love’s triumph over 
death, Pentecost marks the 
outpouring of God’s Spirit—power 
and presence transforming lives here 
and now. 
 

The first Pentecost was a moment of 
awe and change. The disciples, still 
uncertain and anxious, gathered 
together and were met by a rushing 
wind, tongues of flame, and the 
Spirit’s unmistakable arrival. Their 
fear gave way to courage, confusion 
turned to clarity, and silent hearts 
found words.  
 

The word ‘Spirit’—rooted in Hebrew 
and Greek—means breath, wind, or 
life-force. Pentecost reminds us that 
God is not remote, but breathes life 
into everyday people and situations. 
The disciples themselves were 
neither powerful nor privileged; they 
knew grief, disappointment, and 
uncertainty. Yet it was into this reality 

that the Spirit came—not after 
everything was fixed, but right in the 
midst of ordinary struggle. 
 

So often, the Spirit works quietly: in 
gentle nudges, renewed strength, a 
timely word, comfort given, or the 
resolve to keep going. God’s breath 
is felt in acts of kindness, quiet 
courage, and the ability to face 
another day. 
 

Pentecost is often called the 
Church’s birthday, marking the 
moment Jesus’ followers moved from 
frightened individuals to a 
community sent out into the world. 
Pentecost invites us to speak with 
kindness, listen with care, and 
witness through love. This message is 
vital in our time, a world often lacking 
in listening and patience. 
 

Pentecost calls us to remain open, 
expecting that God is still at work. 
We may glimpse the Spirit in acts of 
generosity, patience where there 
might be anger, communities 
supporting one another, or people 
rediscovering faith. Sometimes, 
God’s wind arrives not in drama but 
as quiet strength or gentle assurance 
that we are not alone. 
 

This May, as Pentecost approaches, 
let us pray for open hearts and 
listening spirits, trusting that God’s 
breath still brings life, renews the 
Church, our community and the 
world, and sends us out in love, hope 
and being bearers of 
peace.  

By Revd Hannah Moore 
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Last month, I reported that we would be 
undertaking a survey of the bridleways 
that pass through our Parish, to enable us 
to talk to Surrey County Council (SCC) in a 
constructive way about the issues that we 
are facing, and those that we feel should 
be given priority for repair and 
restoration.  Tom Taylor Mathews has 
been working hard to map all the 
bridleways and divide them into sections 
for reporting purposes.    
 

The reports will be able to be completed 
by people on their mobile phones as they 
walk or ride down the bridleways.  There 
will be pre-determined questions, to 
speed up the process, but there will also 
be the opportunity to upload photos to 
show particular problems.  The software 
will then consolidate the information to 
provide detailed reports for us to discuss 
with SCC.  A great example of how AI can 
work for the benefit of the community! 
 

There is still a fair amount of testing to be 
carried out before this project can be 
rolled out, and this will be done by 
various Parish Councillors over the 
coming weeks.  Overall, though, we see 
this as a very exciting and important 
development which has the potential to 

be used for other matters that need 
reporting, and possibly for use by other 
parishes too.  There is a regular meeting 
of the Western Parishes and we will be 
raising it at that forum. 
 

At this time of year, we always have to 
consider grass mowing around the village.  
In the past, we have relied on a 
combination of volunteers, paid 
contractors, and occasional help from SCC 
Highways contractors.   This year, I am 
delighted that we will be relying almost 
exclusively on volunteers, with their work 
being supplemented by a single 
contractor helping with the mowing 
around the pond in Bowlhead Green, 
which requires a degree of more 
specialist help. 

On a related point, as a Parish Council, we 
are supporting the ‘No Mow May’ 
initiative this month and therefore areas 
the area that we manage will not be cut 
in May … unless of course SCC turn up 
unannounced! 

Parking in the village was an issue raised 
by a Councillor this month.  This has been 
a problem for many years, but there was 
a general recognition that this is 
becoming an increasing issue today.  
Inevitably, perhaps, there is no easy 
solution.  All we can ask is that everyone 
– be they those needing to park in The 
Street or on Dye House Road, or those 
using those roads – should be aware of 
the safety issues, particularly around the 
Clump, be sensitive to the needs of 
others, and also to be generally tolerant 
of what is clearly a very difficult problem. 
[ 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
By Chairman James Mendelssohn 
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Finally, elections take place on Thursday 
7 May for the new West Surrey Council 
Unitary Authority.  As a Parish Council, 
we have always worked hard to maintain 
good and cooperative relationships with 
both SCC and WBC – and we will continue 
to do so, together with the Councillors 
elected to the new Unitary Authority, 
during the transitional period before it 
takes over in May 2027. 
 

At a Parish Council level, we are not 
interested in party politics.  Rather, we 

hope that those elected will work hard 
representing us as a village, supporting 
our concerns, and recognising the 
continued importance of Parish Councils 
within the new framework.   We hope 
that you agree with this approach and 
will take the time to exercise your vote in 
this important election. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will take 
place in the Village Hall on Tuesday 5 May 
at 7.00 pm.    

 

HASLEMERE MUSEUM CELEBRATES 100 YEARS ON  
HASLEMERE HIGH STREET IN 2026 

 

Haslemere Museum is set to celebrate a major milestone in 2026, marking 100 years 
since it moved to its much-loved Georgian building on Haslemere High Street. To 
commemorate the centenary, the Museum will present a year-long programme of 
special events celebrating its rich history, its founder’s pioneering vision, and its 
enduring place in the heart of the community.  
 

Haslemere Museum is one of the largest museums in central southern England. Its 
collections include more than 240,000 natural history specimens and over 140,000 
human history artefacts from around the world, continuing Hutchinson’s mission to 
inspire curiosity and learning across generations.  
 

The Museum operates as an independent charity and relies on fundraising and 
donations in order to maintain its collections, buildings and grounds. Since the death of 
Sir Jonathan in 1913, it is only because of generous gifts and legacies that this 
treasured asset has survived. The Museum estimates it must raise £900,000 over the 
next five years for essential remedial works.  
 

The centenary programme during the year will include a series of talks from prominent 
speakers and supporters of the Museum. The talks are kindly sponsored by Clement 
Windows Group of Haslemere and tickets are on sale via the Museum’s website. In 
addition to the exhibitions about the history of the Museum, local artists have been 
invited to submit work for a community art exhibition that will be open during May and 
June. 
 

 

Full details of the centenary talks, exhibitions and events, as well as the fundraising 
appeal, are available at haslemeremuseum.co.uk/100. Everyone is warmly invited to 
take part and join the celebrations throughout this landmark year. 
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I’ve always been drawn to businesses 

that make things. To me it’s an obvious 

way to create value. I never quite 

understood friends in the City who 

created value by swapping currencies and 

then swapping them back again. Surely 

you haven’t made anything. Where’s the 

value? I graduated in 1985 as an Engineer 

and after a decade developing products 

as a designer for a range of businesses 

went back to school to get an MBA. My 

career then followed a technology 

commercialisation pathway that saw me 

licensing patents in the US, then helping 

to develop technology strategies for 

automotive and aerospace businesses 

before finally ending up back in London 

fulfilling a technology strategy role for 

Marks and Spencer in 1999. I know – 

quite a leap from space rockets in 

California to underwear in Baker Street. 

Over a beer I could explain why they’re 

actually not so different… 

My last ‘corporate role’ was M&S, and 

whilst I loved the business, the people, 

and the products – and the children still 

call it ‘daddy’s shop’ – I was ultimately 

frustrated by the inability to make more 

of a difference in a company of that size. 

That’s not to say the family didn’t all 

enjoy our years as part of the pudding 

tasting panel (“Take these sticky toffee 

creations home and tell us which is 

better”), and I liked the 20% discount that 

they forgot to cancel for 5 years after I 

left. But it wasn’t exciting… 
 

I left in 2004 with a dream of running a 

technology start-up. There’s another 

story about how challenging it is to 

become a CEO when you haven’t already 

been one, but these pages are supposed 

to be about what I’m doing now. A day in 

the life… 
 

Ten years ago, and four companies’ 

worth of experience gained, I started 

RHEON LABS, a spin-out from Imperial 

College in London. We’ve been based in 

Battersea for the last 7 years in the 

shadow of the rejuvenated Power 

Station. How this area has changed since 

we moved from Kensington – it’s 

unrecognisable. I bumped into Tim Cook, 

Apple CEO, in the local deli the other day 

buying a sandwich. I suppose even the 

stratospherically wealthy need to eat 

when they’re visiting their European HQ! 
 

Over the years I have tried to be a good 

global-citizen and use public transport, 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A TECHNOLOGY ENTREPRENEUR 
By Stephen Bates 
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but have now given up on our crowded, 

unreliable, expensive, commuter trains. 

These days my daily routine involves a 

5:30am alarm and a 6:30am departure by 

car – and I go all the way to Battersea 

now not just to the station. I’ve gone 

electric too so I’m no longer waking Peter 

and Susanne next door with my loud 

exhaust. Sorry again both of you for all 

those mornings! 
 

So, what does RHEON do? 

For the other engineers out there, we are 

commercialising a non-Newtonian 

polymer. For everyone else, we’re selling 

a material with very unusual properties 

that can add performance to sports 

equipment, amongst other things, and 

we’re doing it as an ‘ingredient brand’ 

like Gore-Tex does in other companies’ 

clothing. The RHEON material is a soft, 

rubbery, plastic. You can mould it into 

shapes, and these shapes can be put, for 

example, into things like motorcycle 

clothing or helmets to provide protection. 

But our soft armour is only soft when you 

squeeze it slowly. In a high-speed impact 

it stiffens, absorbs energy and provides 

unparalleled levels of protection, but it’s 

immediately soft again when the impact’s 

over and it can perform this ‘trick’ 

thousands of times without damage. A 

few years ago, we won a competition run 

by the NFL in the US called the Head 

Health Challenge to find better ways to 

protect American Footballers’ heads. 

Remember the Will Smith film, 

‘Concussion’? That was our credibility 

piece in America and now the US is a big 

market for us. 
 

So how does it work? 

Anyone who has mixed cornflour and 

water will have experienced non-

Newtonian behaviour. Stir it slowly and 

it’s runny: stir it quicker and it seems to 

resist the spoon. If you run along the 

beach just where the water touches the 

sand, it can be glass-hard unlike the soft 

sand higher up or the sand under the 

water. What’s happening in all these 

cases – RHEON included – is an effect 

GB 4x100m relay team at Paris Olympics 
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called dilatancy, and whilst another 

dilatant, ‘silly-putty’, was an intriguing 

children’s toy and a stocking-filler in the 

70s, we’ve found a way of making useful 

things with these characteristics. 
 

Did anyone notice the sprint suits at the 

Paris Olympics in 2024, or one of the big-

city marathons, half-marathons, or one of 

the world track events? They had a 

strange Zebra stripe pattern. That’s us. By 

making our material into a thin film and 

integrating it into a pair of running shorts, 

you can control the muscle movements by 

suppressing the movements that aren’t 

useful (e.g. leg muscles swinging from 

side to side) and leaving the useful 

movements unconstrained. Voila! You’re 

quicker & less fatigued. Here is the GB 

4x100m relay team after winning a medal 

in Paris in our shorts (see overleaf). 
 

More recently the Australian teenage 

sensation Gout Gout has been breaking 

sprint records in our technology. With 

black-on-red, it’s easier to see too. 
 

We partnered first with Adidas just in 

time for the Olympics, but now we’ve got 

a range of other customers. Our 

innovation is a stretch-textile that 

stretches slowly, but resists stretching fast 

and as a result there are a range of things 

that are now possible. 
 

For example, we’re putting that textile 

into bras. Here stretching slowly equals 

comfort whereas resisting stretching fast 

equates to support. So, we can make a 

running bra with the comfort of a yoga 

bra. 
 

So, what’s my daily routine? 

So, what’s my daily routine. I get to 

Battersea around 8am with coffee top of 

Running Bra 

Gout Gout 
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the to do list. One of my first capital 

equipment purchases eight years ago was 

a proper coffee machine and it’s a rare 

day that I haven’t downed two flat-whites 

by 9am! Then my focus is on three things: 

team, funding, sales. When we started 

out the technology was still in the labs in 

Imperial and I perched on a desk in the 

basement (I had no chair for 6 months!), 

did everything, and tried to figure out 

how to commercialise this weird material. 

Nowadays with 30+ people, a separate 

team in China and customers I don’t feel 

quite so exposed. I focus on Team 

because these are the people that matter 

nowadays, and the old adage of 

‘management by walking about’ remains 

just as true today (in my view) as it did 

when I leant this on the factory floor 40 

years ago. Funding next, because we are 

still, just about, pre-profit and need a top-

up from investors. And finally, Sales, 

because I still need to explain and 

persuade the sports brands we work with 

to engage and try us out. It involves a lot 

of travel, but I have a senior team now 

who share some of the load. I was in the 

US recently on one of these sales trips 

visiting some golf brands. Just as we were 

leaving PING (Phoenix, Arizona if you 

were wondering) my host asked, “Would 

you like to see the vault?” I sensed I 

should know what that meant so replied 

enthusiastically, “Yes please!”. He swung 

open the vault door – think Fort Knox – 

and ushered me into a room with 3,500 

solid gold putters. One for every 

Championship won with PING and with 

the golfer’s name and date on the putter 

face. I really love my job – endless 

surprises. 

Currently I am pre-occupied with “What’s 

next?” and on the same day that I’m 

writing this I’ve been summarising the 3-5 

year growth opportunities we face for a 

new investor considering coming on 

board. Spoiler alert – it’s going to be 

damping vibrations in carbon fibre.  Our 

most recent investors (this potential new 

one included) want us to start thinking 

about the market applications outside of 

sport. We chose sport at the start 

because it’s a great way to launch a new 

technology, generate income quickly and 

establish a name (a brand) that people 

will then recognise. The fact is that W.L. 

Gore – who make Gore-Tex – earn 85% of 

their income from products that don’t 

carry the Gore brand name. You’ve 

probably got Gore-Tex in your car 

headlights for example. Putting RHEON 

into a mobile phone, or an electric car’s 

battery, or a wind turbine blade is where 

we’re going next, but you won’t see the 

PING Gold Putter Vault 
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blue RHEON ‘tag’ on any of these. It will 

make the shareholders happy though. 

There are big opportunities out there for 

this material technology. 
 

One thing I love about my job day-to-day 

is the fact that we still design, make, test, 

and then design again and all in our 

Battersea HQ. When you arrive at 1 

Broughton Street it looks like a Victorian 

end terrace – because it is – but inside it’s 

rather different now. A few doors down is 

where they filmed, “My Beautiful 

Laundrette”, a delightful 1985 film about 

entrepreneurship which feels rather 

appropriate. Our front room has gone and 

now there are electric gates that open to 

let you drive through the ‘living room’ 

into a courtyard behind to access our 

other building, the converted workshops 

of Battersea’s former bread-factory. We 

have something of an Aladdin’s cave in 

these two buildings with our ground floor 

given over to a polymer lab and factory 

scale machinery that we use as part of the 

design and development process that 

proves products before we commission 

volume production in Asia. Upstairs in the 

terraced house are our meeting rooms 

where today we hosted Fly, a US 

Supercross brand (off-road motorcycle 

racing if you were wondering) who were 

visiting from Idaho. Downstairs there’s a 

small gym where we develop products 

and get some exercise when it’s not being 

used as a laboratory. I finished the day 

today by walking around the workshop 

again to thank the team for putting on a 

great show for Fly and I remembered 

again why I do this: I still like making 

things.  
 

The drive home was another rainy one. 

The New Year’s biblical conditions 

continue. But as always on a Friday I was 

entertained by the Radio 4 News Quiz and 

its irreverent humour – it’s not been a 

good week for Andrew, formerly known 

as “Prince” – before I returned to the 

calm of Thursley and a Friday-night glass 

of red. Despite the inevitable stress that 

sits alongside the fun in this job, I do like 

what I do. And tomorrow’s Saturday so I’ll 

be putting on some RHEON shorts and 

going for a run. 

Shorts 
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As we started the history of the 
Portsmouth Road last time (albeit 
distracted by rabbits), we continue 
again this month. The book source that 
a lot of the information is from is “The 
Portsmouth Road” by Charles G Harper 
first published in 1895. 
 

“A fine crowd of coaches left town daily 
in the 1920’s. The “Portsmouth 
Regulator” left at 8am, and reached 
Portsmouth at 5pm; the “Royal Mail” 
started from The Angel 7.15 every 
evening, arriving at The George, 
Portsmouth at 6.10 the following 
morning. Others had such inventive 
names, such as The Hero, The Rocket 
and The Perseverance. 
 

Elderly ladies, travelling by coach, were 
not unreasonably afraid of the Devil’s 
Punch Bowl. It does not appear whether 
it was entirely the awful depths that 
alarmed them, or the chance, that 
presented itself to their imaginations, of 
seeing Auld Hornie himself., very black 
and terrible, skulking among the 
bilberry bushes. The parasitic wild 
plant, the Lesser Dodder (cuscuta 
epithymum), also grows in the hollow of 
the Punchbowl, sometimes so 
abundantly as to resemble red 
seaweed. In Cornwall, the rustics call it 
“Devil’s guts”. It strangles many other 
growths. Here in Thursley, the country-
folk used to style it the “murder-plant”, 
and said it appeared first after the 
murder of the sailor (I am not including 
details of the Sailor’s murder here, as it 
has been covered in past articles, but 

should you wish to acquaint yourself 
with this gruesome tale, please go to 
thursleyhistorysociety.org). We return 
to the elderly lady: 
 

A tale was at that time told of just such 
a nervous passenger who, with two or 
three nieces and servants, engaged the 
coach to London, on the understanding 
that the coachman should WALK the 
coach round the dreaded spot. It is a 
striking instance of how the anticipation 
of evil is generally worse than the 
realisation.  
 

When the coach came to the Sailor’s 
stone, overlooking the wildest spot, the 
coachman alighted and pretended to be 
making some trifling alterations to the 
harness; the old lady gazing 
complacently into the vast dell 
beneath. She asked its name.  
 

“Higgin-bottom, ma’am,” said the 
coachman.  
 

“What a delightful, but singular-looking 
spot!” she exclaimed; and then the 
coachman drove on.  
 

Arrival at Road Lane, the question often 
asked, “How far off to the Devil’s 
Punchbowl?” was repeated. 
 

“We’ve passed it, ma’am!” 
 

“Past it, and in safety? Bless me, where 
was it?” 
 

“Where I stopped, and you asked the 
name of that deep dell – THAT was the 
Devil’s Punchbowl – Higgin-Bottom’s 
the right name.” 
 

HISTORY OF THE PORTSMOUTH ROAD, PART TWO 
By Jackie Rickenberg (from the archives of The History Society) 
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The body of the murdered sailor was 
buried at the little village of Thursley, 
and there, in the churchyard, shadowed 
by dark fir trees, stands a gruesome 
tombstone, an unconscionable product 
of local art, with a carving in relief of the 
three murderers in the act of 
dispatching their victim. Beneath this 
melodrama, the circumstances are 
recounted at great length, and some 
halting verses conclude the mournful 
narration. 
 

Thursley itself is situated on an old road 
that branches from the newer highway 
upon entering Witley Common, and 
rejoined the ordinary route near the 
Royal Huts Hotel, Hindhead. The village 
is rarely visited by strangers. The old 
church stands in a commanding 
position, overlooking a wide tract of  
 

The Church’s Sun-dial 
“Hora Pars Vitae” translates to “An 
hour, a part of life.” 
 
country, including the Hog’s Back, by 
Guildford, and the scattered ponds of 
Frensham. An old sun-dial on the tower 
has the inscription Hora pars vitae, and, 
like most of our clocks and watches, 
perpetuates in the numeral “IIII” the 
long-exploded fiction of the infallibility 
of kings. I wonder if anyone remembers 
the origin of the substitution of “IIII” for 
“IV” on nearly all the dials, whether sun
-dials or clock-faces, of civilisation?  
 

Here is the story. The first clock that 
kept anything like accurate time was 
constructed by a certain Henry Vick in 
1370. It was made to the order of 
Charles V. of France, who was known 
as “the Wise”. Wise he certainly was, in 
some respects; but Roman numerals 
were not within the sum of his 
knowledge. When Vick brought the King 
his clock, he looked at its movements 
awhile.  
 

“Yes”, said he, at length, “it works very 
well; but you have got the figures on the 
dial wrong”.  
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“Surely never, your Majesty”, said Vick.  
 

“Yes”, replied the King, “that IV should 
be IIII”.  
 

“But your Majesty is wrong”, rejoined 
that not very tactful clockmaker.  
 

“Wrong!” answered the outraged 
majesty, “I am never wrong! Take it 
away and correct the error”.  
 

Vick did as he was commanded, and so 
to this day we have IIII where we should 
really have IV”. “ 
 

As we know, the route of the old 
Portsmouth Road was eventually 

completed to its modern-day condition 
when, in 2011, the Hindhead tunnel 
replaced the single carriageway with 
traffic lights, that caused the incessant 
traffic jams up at Hindhead. The Royal 
Huts Hotel, mentioned in the text is 
now known as The Devil’s Punchbowl 
Hotel, on the route of the old road. 
 

Remember to visit the website for more 
info on the sailor’s murder and the 
Hindhead tunnel. 
 

www.thursleyhistorysociety.org 
 

THE ROYAL HUTS HOTEL, HINDHEAD (1920s)  
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Dear Thursley and Elstead residents, 
 

Now we have the funding in place for 
further upgrades to the boardwalk 
network, I want to inform you all of plans 
to temporarily close a part of the 
network.  Over the Spring and Summer 
months there will have to be closures so 
works can be safely undertaken. The 
section that runs from Shrike Hill to Pine 
Island will have periodic closures for your 
safety whist the upgrades are 
constructed. During the months of April 
to September works will commence, this 
will involve limited access to the network 
to ensure your safety and that of the 

work force during construction. Please 
obey all closure notices and please find an 
alternative route. As soon as work is 
completed on the day(s) , the network 
will be reopened and the boardwalk fully 
accessible once again. It is anticipated the 
works will only involve closures for one or 
two-days day a week, and disruption kept 
to a minimum. Please keep dogs on a 
lead. The track highlighted in Red is where 
the boardwalk will be temporarily closed. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation, we 
apologise for any inconvenience caused 
during this period. 

PARTIAL CLOSURE OF BOARDWALK DURING THE SUMMER 
By James Giles 
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Evening Churchyard Walk & Supper 
 

Thursday 18th June  6pm 
 

£15 per person to include wine and supper 
 

Please join us for the Thursley History Society’s next event which will be a  

midsummer evening guided walk around St. Michael & All Angels Churchyard. 
 

Amanda Flint-Roberts and Sally Scheffers will each take a group around to  

tell the stories of our predecessors and friends buried in the Churchyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following our walk, we will then share a simple supper of quiche and salad, 

hopefully, under the oak tree in the John Freeman Memorial Field. 

The cost will be £15 per person and need to be pre-booked by  

Monday 15th June with Sally Scheffers at scheffers@btinternet.com. 

Parking will be available in the John Freeman Memorial Field. 

Hope you can come! 

mailto:scheffers@btinternet.com
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Well it is warmer and the shorts 
have been out but only briefly. It 
could do with being consistently 
warm. The cold nights are still 
keeping the soil temperature too low 
for good grass growing and getting 
the maize drilled. And dare I say it 
but we could do with a bit of rain. 
Yet again there are some showers 
forecast but we could do without 
them this week as we want to make 
some first-cut grass silage. If only 
we could organise the weather 
faming would be so much simpler. 
 
All the cows and calves are now out 
full time. It’s nice to get out of the 
winter routine and there is more 
time now during the day to get a bit 
more done and with the lighter 
evenings it puts a real spring in 
everyone’s steps. We have had to do 
quite a bit of fencing repairs to get 
all the fields ready; having had such 
a wet spell a lot of posts have 
become rotten and broken or pushed 
over by deer clattering through. 
Just when you think you are on top 
of that job the high winds have 
brought branches and trees down 
which have not helped by falling on 
fences too and more repairs needed 
to be done.  The in-calf heifers had 
a big field to start with so didn’t get 
moved for a while but the next two 
fields are smaller and we have 
inadvertently trained them to 
become quite vocal when we check 
them as they now feel they should 
be moved more regularly. Sorry girls 
- you are going to have to tough that 
one out and wait - luckily the next 
field is a big one so hopefully we will 
re-train them back the other way. 
 

The grass for all the young stock is 
keeping up well and they have plenty 
ahead of them for now, but for the 
milking herd we really could do with 
it growing a bit quicker, and having 
some warmer weather will help 
massively. Today (15th April) should 
be what we call magic day where the 
grass growth should match what we 
need but its not so we are still 
having to give the cows some of the 
silage left over from the in-calf 
heifers and calves, and this is 
running out too. Let’s hope it gets 
warmer and some rain comes with it. 
 
The lagoon muck has all been spread 
on the maize ground, it’s then been 
subsoiled and ploughed. Toby used 
the new plough and rattled through 
the job this year; it is slightly 
bigger than the old one and 
certainly more robust (we were 
worried our tractor wouldn’t be man 
enough to pull, but it has and has 
also done an amazing job at turning 
over the soil). Toby did have a new 
friend for a couple of days of 
ploughing (a stork); it followed him 
up and down all the time, he said it 
was like a wildlife sanctuary at one 
point, with partridges, pheasants, 
geese, egrets, pigeons, deer and 
seagulls. The field has then been 
cultivated and limed. The maize seed 
has arrived and the power harrow 
and drill are all ready but it’s still a 
bit cold. Maize seed likes the soil 
temperature to be about 10 degrees 
and it’s about 7/8 degrees at the 
moment. Not too tragic, but if we 
can wait a little all the better. So 
instead we will swap the jobs round 
and get some grass silage cut first 
then drill. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE FARM THIS MONTH? 
By Jo Ranson 
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So, we need about three days in a 
row that have some bright sunshine 
and no rain. All the weather apps 
are out in force and all slightly 
different!! But we have booked it in 
for the weekend and fingers 
crossed it doesn’t change.  We 
aren’t cutting everything as some of 
the ground will benefit from a few 
weeks more growing but the newer 
leys need cutting otherwise the 
quality will be lost. It does, 
however, mean we have to close up 
the clamp and open it again, but 
quality is better than quantity as 
they say. This time we are including 
rolled barley with the grass and it is 

cheaper to buy the barley in whole 
and then hire in a company to roll it 
for us than to buy it in ready done. 
So again timing is crucial - one lorry 
load yesterday, one coming today, 
and the milling machine booked for 
tomorrow; fingers crossed today’s 
load comes. 
 
Once the maize is in and the silage 
is done we will be planning the next 
silage cut and getting ready for 
Open Farm Sunday on 7th June so if 
you would like to see how your milk 
in produced, meet the cows and the 
team please come along - it would be 
great to see you. 
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The Spring Show was lovely- the main Hall 
full of bright, stately tulips, glorious, 
unusual daffodils and some very impressive 
Floral Art. The Show Chocolate Decorated 
Cake class attracted 9 amazing entries, 
which had all our mouths watering. Patricia 
Coles’ cake garnered the most votes, 
closely challenged by Jane Hepburn’s entry 
and Alena Ling’s daughters Georgie and 
Sophie’s Birthday Cake, with little eggs and 
maltesers tumbling off the front. A very 
enjoyable afternoon. Thanks to all who 
entered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few reminders for the next couple of 
months: Cate from Field Flowers, an 
organic flower farm in West End, 
Haslemere, is coming to give a talk at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 29th April at the 
Village Hall. (you may get your magazine 
just in time to note that) It should be 
fascinating. All are welcome.  
 

The Plant Sale will be held at the Cricket 
Pavilion on May 2nd from 10.30 – 12.00pm. 
Do come and get your tomatoes and runner 
beans from Tim Walsh as well as other 
young vegetable plants. There will of course 
be annuals and herbaceous perennials too. 
Cash is preferable but cards will be 
accepted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of our Thursley Young Growers 
initiative children at the Plant Sale will be 
offered free little plants to grow. (Parents 
and grandparents could accept on their 
behalf) We are hoping as a result to have 
entries in the Tallest Sunflower class in the 
Autumn Show. Plant the sunflower and take 
a photograph, or have it measured in the 
garden! 
 

Finally, a reminder that Ray Broughton will 
be talking to us about all aspects ‘Pruning’ 
on Wednesday May 20th, 7.30pm in the 
Village hall. Ray always has a wealth of 
information at his fingertips, based on years 
of experience and his work at  Sparsholt 
Horticultural College. Do bring paper and 
pen as Ray will have plenty of good tips to 
offer and you will want to remember them. 
He is an accomplished and enthusiastic 
speaker. The evening is free to all. Raffle 
and refreshments of soft drinks and wine- 
and lots of good company. 
 

New members welcome. £7.00 per person. 
Membership includes some local 
discounts. Queries to: 
 

 thursleyhortsoc@hotmail.co.uk 

 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
By Pat Clake 
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’As the ribbons weave, so the year 
unfolds’….. 

Traditional May Day celebrations in the 
UK are a joyful blend of ancient customs, 
seasonal festivity and community 
spirit. We still see Maypole dancing at 
village greens, schools and fetes across 
the country, symbolising fertility and the 
coming of summer. Less commonly seen 
now is the crowning of the May Queen, 
representing youth, purity and the beauty 
of spring, and the long standing custom 
of Morris dancers jigging at dawn on the 
1st May welcoming in the summer. 
If you are unsure how to celebrate the 
beginning of May this year maybe you 
would like to join in the latest gardening 
tradition of ‘No mow May’, led by the 
charity Plantlife. 

GIVE IT A GROW 
By Debbie Spencer 
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No mow May - May we? 

A month to embrace a slightly wilder 
look, daisies, dandelions, clover and 
buttercup are all valuable nectar sources. 
If a completely unmown lawn feels too 
much, consider mowing pathways or 
edges. 

Avoid weed killers and lawn treatments 
during this time, they can harm the very 
pollinators you are trying to support. 

No mow May isn’t about neglect. By 
doing less for a short while you allow 
nature to do more and in return your 
garden becomes richer, more diverse and 
full of life. 
 

Maybe plant outdoors 

By mid May it’s usually safe to plant 
tender vegetables outdoors, though keep 
an eye on the weather forecasts. This is 
the perfect to sow beans, (runner and 
French) courgettes, sweetcorn and 
squash directly into prepared soil. 
Salads such as lettuce, rocket and 
beetroot can be sown little and often to 
ensure a continuous harvest. Carrots and 
parsnips can also still be sown in light 
stone free soil. 
 

May Days and Tomato Ways  

Greenhouse tomatoes - if not already 
done plant young tomatoes in grow bags, 
pots or greenhouse borders. Allow good 
spacing for airflow. Support with canes or 
strings, ventilate on hot days, water 
consistently (not waterlogging), feed 
weekly with high potash fertiliser once 
flowers appear and pinch out side shoots 
regularly. For outdoor tomatoes (usually 
mid May onwards) gradually harden off 
plants outside over 7-10 days, choose a 
sunny sheltered spot in well draining soil, 
allow 45-60 cm between plants, stake and 
keep fleece handy for cold nights! 

May-flower Power 

Summer bedding can now be planted out, 
including petunias, marigolds, and 
geraniums. For a cottage garden feel, 
considering sowing hardy annuals like 
cosmos, cornflowers and nigella directly 
into borders.  
 

May Day, May Day 

Urgent weeding needed in May as 
warmth comes, so does rapid weed 
growth. Regular hoeing on dry days keeps 
them under control.  

Mulching: Apply a layer of compost or 
well rotted manure around plants to 
retain moisture and suppress weeds. 
Watering: Keep newly planted crops well 
watered, especially hanging baskets and 
pots. Use collected rainwater from butts 
on mature plants not new ones. 
Staking and Support: Put supports in 
place early for peas, beans and taller 
perennials ideally before they need them. 
 

Mayhem in the Garden 

May weather can be unpredictable so 
gardeners have to be like Maypole 
dancers and  be prepared to bob and 
weave and twist and turn with the 
changeable weather! 
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To the Village Hall for the wonderful 
Horticultural Society Spring Show.  An 
event I know takes a whole heap of 
effort and energy from the dedicated 
committee, to whom we must be 
grateful.  Ours is a fledgling garden, 
offering up, on this occasion, only a few 
different varieties of tulips (and this 
thanks entirely to David, not one jot to 
me).  We count every new leaf or 
burgeoning stem on a daily garden 
watch, and are nowhere near wanting 
to cut a length of anything just yet.  Or 
indeed to having a length to cut.  But I 
like to enter, if I can.  I like to support 
village endeavours as others support 
mine, but in truth it also makes me feel 
very wholesome.  I’m a fraud, since 
David does the lion’s share of the 
gardening, but he still feels anxious 
about entering plants, so we come as a 
pair.   I like to be part of the getting 
ready bit, in the morning, when others 

far more practised and able than me 
painstakingly arrange delicate blooms 
and photogenic vegetables, and I like to 
go back after the judging, to pretend I’m 
not scanning the table for a prize by my 
offering, (honourable mention, since 
you're asking, this year - 4th out of 3.  
We’ll take it.  It’s encouraging!)  and see 
what the judges have to say.   
 

I observed minor controversies in the 
food and craft ‘tent’ this year.  The 
novelist in me lives for this kind of thing.  
This didn’t involve me because we were 
travelling and I wasn’t home in time to 
produce something edible (my offerings 
never trouble the medal table much, to 
be fair, but I get a kick out of hearing 
that my mix may have been too wet, or 
my oven too hot, or my timing a few 
minutes off.  Baking is a science, not an 
art.  Decorating, well that’s an art, and 
my goodness we have some artists in 
this village).  I won’t go into details of 
said minor controversies, out of loyalty 
to both committee and participants, 
but also because I might write a film 
script about it and see if Stephen 
Spielberg wants to make a film about it 
(if it’s good enough for Richard Osman 
it’s good enough for me, right?  Helen 
Mirren for the Patricia Coles part?  
Pierce Brosnan as John Gunner?).  But it 
all centred on the rules, which, for an 

bed 
BENDING THE RULES 

By Lizzie Young 
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organisation such as the RHS are 
somewhat detailed and specific… and 
it got me to thinking about rules. 
 

Now, I like a rule.  Love following one.  
I’m not sure it’s an admirable quality.  
Actually, I am sure.  It’s not.  I’m sure 
it’s dull of me.  I suspect my favourite 
people, the free spirited, exciting ones, 
give few hoots about rules, and I’m 
pretty certain the most successful 
amongst us have spent years bending, 
breaking or wholly disregarding them.   
And I’m not, I hope, the kind of net 
curtain twitcher or list maker who 
resents others who break the rules and 
get away with it.  (Except queue 
jumping.  I hate queue jumping.  We 
should all have a government issue 
taser we can use with impunity.  Just a 
little one.  A government issue tens 
machine, maybe.)  I just admire the 
devil may care, twinkly naughtiness of 
the offenders, and wish I was more like 
them.  But we are wired as we are 
wired, aren’t we?  And at 57 I think I’m 
too old to change now. I won’t walk on 
the grass if the sign says not to, I get to 
the airport when the airline says I 
should, and I don’t undo my seatbelt 
until the seatbelt sign is switched off.  I 
never park across a white line, or walk 
up or down stairs other than as 
directed, on the right or the left. 
 

David would like me to tell you that IF I 
break rules, I break ‘em all in the car.  

I’m a bit speedy, apparently.  (Although 
only one of us has done a speed 
awareness course in the last five years. 
And it’s not me. I’m just saying…).  
Sadiq Khan’s 20 mph on the outskirts of 
London is a perpetual challenge, and 
on a long motorway journey Dave will 
occasionally issue a gentle reminder 
from the passenger seat (did you know 
a temporary speed limit on a gantry is a 
legal limit not an advisory?  Me neither).  
I use 79.5% of my bad language in the 
car too.  Quite the sailor’s lexicon.  And 
I will, very rarely, undertake someone 
who is hogging the middle lane, whilst, 
of course, issuing an unheard and 
deeply hypocritical lecture on how it is 
against the rules to hog the middle 
lane.  There you have it – monthly 
column as a confessional.  I’m a free-
spirited rule breaking daredevil ANIMAL 
in the car. 
 

A reminder to all of you to keep 
Saturday 10th  October free in your 
diaries for the Harvest Supper.  I know 
I’m biased, because I’m on the 
committee, but I think it is one of the 
very loveliest of village evenings – open 
to all, inclusive as can be, a warm and 
welcoming start to the season of hygge, 
and a celebration of the bringing in of 
the sheaves in our rural community, 
with a little gentle entertainment served 
up alongside a hearty meal.  So write it 
down now, and do come along, please!   
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MANGO & COCONUT CAKE 

A tropical treat that marries the sweet 
mango with the richness of the coconut - 
perfect for accompanying a cup of tea 
with friends, or as a pudding. This makes 
a 2lb loaf cake. 
 

Ingredients 
240ml milk 
1 teaspoons of lemon juice  
210g of self raising flour 
150g of caster sugar 
1 teaspoon of baking powder 
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda 
60ml of vegetable or sunflower oil  
1 teaspoon of vanilla extract  
60g of mango puree 
 

Icing 
150g soft butter 
325g icing sugar 
3 tablespoons mango puree 
100g desiccated coconut 
 

Method 
1. Preheat your oven to 180°C fan and 
line TWO 2llb loaf tins with greaseproof 
paper. 
 

2. In a bowl, combine the milk with the 
lemon juice and whisk until fully 
combined. Set aside for 10 minutes to 
curdle. This creates your ‘buttermilk’. 
 

3. In a large mixing bowl, sift the flour, 
sugar, baking powder and bicarbonate of 
soda. Mix well to combine.  Add the oil 
and vanilla into the ‘buttermilk’ and 
whisk to combine.  Add the wet 
ingredients into the dry ingredients and 
mix. 
 

4. Divide the cake batter in half. Add the 
mango puree to one of the bowls, leaving 
the other plain vanilla. Pour equal 
amounts of batter into the lined cake 
tins, alternating between the vanilla and 
mango in a swirl pattern in each tin, use a 
skewer or fork to swirl the batters 
together. Make sure to tap the tins on the 
worktop to remove any air bubbles. 
 

5. Pop the cakes into the centre of the 
preheated oven and bake for around 25 
to 30 minutes. You will know they are 
done when you put a knife or skewer in to 
the centre of the cake and it comes out 
clean. 
 

6. Place the cakes on a cooling rack and 
allow to cool slightly before removing 
them from the tins. Leave the cakes to 
cool fully on the cooling rack.   
 

7. To make the buttercream, beat the 
butter for about 5 minutes until silky 
smooth, then add the icing sugar in 
stages and lastly the mango puree. 
 

8. To assemble you cake, take one of the 
loaves, cut off the top so that it is level, 
then pipe your buttercream on to it and 
sprinkle over half of the coconut.  Place 
the second loaf on the iced first loaf and 
pipe the remainder of the icing on top 
and then sprinkle the remainder of the 
coconut on top.  Enjoy ! 
 

SUGAR & BAKES 
By Camilla Daubeney 
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Plaster 
Paint Sprayer 

Tiles 
Woodwork 

Wallpaper 
Slabs 

Drywall 
Silicone render 

 
PHONE  07903 032563 

J E A N  C O S TA  
Painter & Decorator 
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KEITH'S PRIVATE CAR HIRE 

  
 

 Let Keith take you where you want to go  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Local and long distance 

 
Heathrow and Gatwick Airports 

(including pick-ups) 
  
 

ELSTEAD  Tel: 01252 703005 
 
 

Email: lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com 

mailto:Lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com


41 



42 

 

 
 

MJP Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
Helpful friendly plumber.  

Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap washer to  
refitting your bathroom.  

Servicing or replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

We work with all systems –   heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

Michelle Renée  
 

A unisex salon offering a highly professional service in  
classic & contemporary hair design 

 

Consultations & fringe trims are complimentary 
[ 

Visit our website for prices & services 
 

MR   Hair by Design 
 

www.michellerenee.co.uk 
01252 703183 

 

Selsey Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead, Surrey GU8 6HN 

 

Elstead Poodle Parlour 
Established since 1970 

 

Offering bathing, nails, trimming & full grooms  
for most breeds, at competitive prices  

 

 

Thursley Road 
Elstead 
Surrey 

 

01252 702395 

http://www.michellerenee.co.uk
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Since 1968, Beacon Hill Cleaners have been 

providing the highest quality  
residential and commercial carpet and  

upholstery cleaning services.  
 
 

We are a family run business who pride  
ourselves on giving our customers  

a 100% satisfaction guarantee, all our  
work is fully insured.  

 

 

The services we can provide are: 
 

Carpet Cleaning ,Upholstery Cleaning, Curtain & Rug Cleaning 
 

(Including professionally cleaning Persian, Chinese & Indian rugs)   
 

07779 166 161 
01428 606 486 

 

paul@beaconhillcleaners.co.uk 
Beacon Hill Road, Hindhead, GU26 6QJ  

 

 
  

Beaconhillcleaners Beacon Hill Cleaners 
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Private French Lessons 
  
 

Bonjour, Je m’appelle Valérie, 
 

I am a French native speaker, with tutoring experience,  
who can offer private lessons. 
 

Whether you need tailored lessons to achieve specific objectives 
(GCSE, AS/A level, moving to France) or you just want to practice your 
French over a cup of coffee, feel free  to contact me. 
 

 

Please call: 07838681984                                                                                                     
Or email: ferrisvalerie@aol.com       
                       

   A bientôt.                                                                                                                   

 
 

COME AND JOIN  
GODALMING CHORAL SOCIETY 

  
on TUESDAY 10th JANUARY 2017 

  
when rehearsals begin for  

 
HAYDN : THE CREATION 

 
We meet at 7.30pm in all new Wilfrid Noyce Centre, Crown Court, Go-
dalming, GU7 1DY. If you enjoy singing and would like to join a pro-

COLES KENNELS 
Upper Ridgeway Farm, Thursley  GU8 6QR 

 
 

CAT BOARDING   DOG BOARDING 
The very best of care in                   Very spacious pens; raised  
beautiful surroundings  underfloor heated beds for 
Phone: (01428) 604508  ultimate dog comfort; 
     large exercise runs. 

          Phone: (01428) 609400 
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BUTTERFLIES NURSERY,  
THURSLEY  

Open 51 weeks of the year  
8 a.m to 5.30 p.m.  

Enrolment from 6 months to 4 years  
Enquiries:  

butterfliesnursery@live.co.uk  
or call 07827786005 
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