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NEED HELP? 
Help in Thursley is available to anyone 
living in the parish of Thursley. 
 

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE? 
Transport to Doctors, Dentists and 
Hospital appointments, Shops, Post Office, 
Hairdresser, collecting prescriptions, your 
pet to the Vet, etc. 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
Phone 07538 201 276 and leave a message. 

The Duty Officer will listen to all messages at least once a day Mondays 
to Fridays and seek an appropriate volunteer to help you. The Duty 
Officer will contact you to discuss your request and then contact you 
again to give you the name of the volunteer who will help you. Please 
ensure you give us a few days’ notice. 
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PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE OF 14TH MAY 2025 FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE JUNE 
2025 ISSUE OF THURSLEY PARISH MAGAZINE.  
EDITOR: Tricia HORWOOD, Thursley House, Dye House Road, Thursley  GU8 6QD.   
Tel: 01252 705171  E-mail: tricia@horwood.org 
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Jane HEPBURN (our advertising year runs from April  -  March) 
Tel: 07768 421935  Email: hepburnjaney@hotmail.com 
DISTRIBUTION & SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:  Jenny GORDON 
Tel: 07796 254361  Email:  thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: £8.50 FOR 12 ISSUES FROM JANUARY—DECEMBER 2025 
PAYABLE TO: Thursley Parish Magazine.  Account No: 55514963   Sort Code: 30-98-97 
Ref: House Name (or number & road) 
COVER:  Oak Tree (VJ/VE 80), designed by Sally Scheffers and adapted by CCA Galleries 
CONTACT: thursleyparishmagazine@btinternet.com (& to request a digital copy) 
Opinions expressed by authors and services offered by advertisers are not specifically endorsed 
by Thursley Parish Magazine or the Parochial Church Council. 

This month marks 80 years since VE & VJ DAY, and our community is joining 
together for a week of nostalgia, reflection and celebration.  This poem by 
Patricia Dennis Newman perfectly sums up the sentiments of the country 
when peace was finally declared.  
 

 It's over, it's finished, the war has now been won,  

 Thank God it's finally ended; finished; over; done!  

 we'll no longer hear the sirens as the bombs come falling down,  

 no longer hear the aircraft as they fly above the town,  

 no longer see the searchlights lighting up the darkened sky,  

 or see the burning buildings of the terraces nearby.  

 We can hear the people cheering as the bells peal out the news,  

 and we gather, dancing in the road, dispelling wartime blues.  

 It 's victory in Europe - oh such a lovely sound, 

 no bombs, no incendiary fires, no more sleeping underground!  

 The roads are filled with happy people, celebrating victory,  

 the lights are on in every town, such a brilliant sight to see,  

 there's bonfires and fireworks, a colourful display,  

 we'll sing and dance and drink with cheer until night turns to day.  

 We'll not forget the sacrifices made by others in our name,  

 they gave their lives so we might live in freedom's sweet domain.  

 Their fighting now is ended, rejoice in victory,  

 England and her allies will remain forever free.  

EDITORIAL 
By Tricia Horwood 
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CHURCH: ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
 

 

VICAR 
Revd Hannah Moore  01252 705941 
rector@parishesofetsph.org  
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Revd Delia Orme    01252 702217 

minister@parishesofetsph.org 
 

Louisa MASON  01252 705164  
curate@parishesofetsph.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Susanna HUNTER       07833 574152 
gammelby@btinternet.com 
 

Simon TREADWELL                   07799 600470 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

TREASURER  
Rupert PERRIER                        07916 294646 
rupertperrier@googlemail.com 
  

PCC CLERK OF WORKS 
Simon TREADWELL    01428 687715 
charlessimontreadwell@gmail.com 
 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY        07722 943909 
claire.dailly@yahoo.com 
 

Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 
 

Jackie RICKENBERG 07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 

Steve CRUICKSHANK             07768 774398 
Stephen.cruickshank@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Sarah O’BRIEN  07990 572263 
sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com 
 

ORGANIST 
Robbie GOLDFINCH 01252 705151  
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Sallie ROLES   01252 706820 
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Lisa WOODS   07710 070412  
lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 
 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA 
Caroline MENDELSSOHN     01252 702808 
Caroline.mendelssohn@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
Mike ROBERTS  01252 702932 
 
 

HELP IN THURSLEY 07538 201276  
Chairman: 
David YOUNG   01428 607716  
chairman@helpinthursley.com  
Treasurer:  
Peter HUNTER   01252 702165 
peterchunter@btconnect.com 
 
 

 

THURSLEY CRCKET CLUB 
Chairman: 
Lee SMALLBONE 
chairman@thursleycricketclub.com 
Secretary: 
Alex MEEARS    
secretary@thursleycricketclub.com  
 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Council Clerk:  
Elaine FELTON  01252 703201 
The Barrows, Seale Road, Elstead GU8 6LF 
clerk@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Chairman:  
James MENDELSSOHN   07941 507753 
Bears Barn, Dye House Road, Thursley 
Surrey GU8 6QD 
j.mendelssohn@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Vice Chairman:  
Richard OWEN    01428 607741 
richard.thursleypc@gmail.com  
 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Claire DAILLY  07722 943909 
c.dailly@thursley-pc.gov.uk 

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND LOCAL DIRECTORY 

mailto:rector@parishesofETSPH.org
mailto:sarahchristinaobrien@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@helpinthursley.com
tel:01428607741


9 

 

Michelle DE VRIES  07590 893497  
m.devries@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Helen FLAVELL  07941060663  
h.flavell@thursley-pc.gov.uk  
 

Chris MCCLEMENTS 07970 204906 
c.mcclements@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
 

Tom TAYLOR-MATHEWS  
t.taylormathews@thursley-pc.gov.uk 
[ 

 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDENS 
Contact Elaine Felton 01252 703201 
 

COMMUNITY RECYCLER 
Bruce PYWELL  07498 744 793  
bruce.pywell@gmail.com 
 

 

THURSLEY NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 
Reserve Warden:   
James GILES    01428 685675    
james.giles@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

THURSLEY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Chairman 
Sally SCHEFFERS :   07887 616541  
scheffers@btinternet.com   
 

 

Secretary:   
Jackie RICKENBERG     07941 433103 
jackierickenberg@gmail.com 
 
 

Treasurer:   
Peter RICKENBERG     07774 203111  
peter@hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

Archivist:     
Alison HANBURY    07980 202579  
 

Website: 
David YOUNG           07879 551206 
Davidjohnyoung51@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Secretary:  
Pat CLAKE       01252 706869 
patclake@hotmail.com 
 

HANKLEY COMMON MILITARY ACTIVITY 
24 Hour Ops Room    01420  483405 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

Jackie MALTON    07885 147304 

ThursleyNW@gmail.com  
 

THURSLEY LADIES 50+ LUNCH 

Lisa WOODS      07710 070412  

lisa&hedgefarm.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

SURREY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 
Ben ALEXANDER    07964 391882 
ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

BUTTERFLIES NURSERY 
D ELLUL & M DHILLON  07827 786005 
 

THE THREE HORSESHOES     01252 703900  
www.threehorseshoesthursley.com 
 

 

THURSLEY VILLAGE HALL 
www.thursleyvillagehall.co.uk 
thursleyvillagehall@btinternet.com 
 

Village Hall Chairman: 
Clea BEECHEY  07711 183959 
cleab@me.com 
 

Village Hall Secretary: 
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
 

Village Hall Manager:           01252 706929  
Alison HANBURY  07980 202579 
thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Surrey County: 
David HARMER    01428 606921 
Wyanston, Tower Road, Hindhead,  
Surrey  GU26 6ST 
david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

Waverley Borough: 
David MUNRO  07493 200398  
david.munro@waverley.gov.uk 
 

James STAUNTON 
james.staunton@waverley.gov.uk  
 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Rt Hon Jeremy HUNT  01428 609416 
huntj@parliament.uk 

mailto:ThursleyNW@gmail.com
mailto:ben.alexander@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:thursleyvillagehall@btconnect.com
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MAY 
 

SUNDAY 4th 9.15am  Communion at St James’ Primary School, 
Easter 3   Elstead 
 9.45am  VE Day Service St Michael’s, Thursley 
 10.30am  Modern Service with Communion at 
   St James’, Elstead 
 
 

 

 

THURSDAY 8th 7.00pm VE Service at St Mary’s, Shackleford 
 
SUNDAY 11th 9.15am Communion  at St James’ Primary School, 
Easter 4   Elstead 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 18th 9.45am Communion at St Michael’s, Thursley 
Easter 5   followed by the APCM meeting at 11am 
 10.30am Modern Service at St James’ Primary 
   School, Elstead 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 25th 10.00am Communion at St Nicholas, Peper Harow 
Easter 6/Rogation 4.00pm Rogation Service at St Nicholas, Peper 
   Harow 
 

Thursday 29th 7.00pm Communion at St Nicholas, Peper Harow 
Ascension 
   

 

www.parishesofetsph.org.uk   

SERVICES FOR THE PARISHES OF 
 ELSTEAD, THURSLEY, SHACKLEFORD & PEPER HAROW 

 
 

MAY 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING   
(Please contact Sallie Roles if you can help) 

Anne SCALES      Debbie SPENCER       Jackie RICKENBERG 

 
 

CHURCH  FLOWERS   
(Please contact Lisa Woods if you can help) 

4th  VE80 Flower Festival        18th  Sallie ROLES 
 

COFFEE ROTA 
(Please contact Caroline Mendelssohn if you can help) 

4th  Claire DAILLY         18th  Anne TREADWELL 
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MAY 
 

Saturday 3rd  10-5.00pm  The ‘Victoria Euphoria’ Exhibition. 
     Village Hall.  
  11-3.00pm  Thursley in Bloom.  Open gardens & floral 
     display at the church. Maps available at 
     11am outside the church. 
 

   7.30pm  ‘I’ll Be Seeing You’ Concert. St Michael & All 
     Angels Church. Doors open 7pm with  
     welcome drink. 
 

Sunday 4th   9.45am  VE Day Special Service at St Michael & All 
     Angels Church 
 

   2.00pm  Village Cricket Match & Picnic. 
     (new revised time) 
 

Tuesday 6th  7.00pm Thursley Parish Council Meeting. 
     Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 

Thursday 8th  11-3.00pm  Bowlhead Green in Bloom. Maps available 
     on the green at 11am. 
 

   7.00pm  VE Day Party & Beacon Lighting.  The Three 
     Horseshoes Pub.  Beacon Lighting at 9.30pm. 
 

Saturday 10th  10.30-12pm  Plant Sale.  Thursley Cricket Pavilion. 
     If wet, in the Village Hall.  Free admission. 
 

 
 

Thursday 15th  12.30pm  Thursley 50+ Ladies Lunch. Three  
     Horseshoes Pub. Booking essential.   
 

Saturday 17th  10.00am  Churchyard Working Party. St Michael & 
     All Angels Church.  All help welcome. 
 

  11.00am  Peper Harow Point-to-Point.  
     First Race 2pm. 
 

 
 
 

JUNE 
Friday 6th-Sunday 8th   Tilford Bach Festival 2025 
     Tilfordbachfestival.com 
 

Sunday 8th  7-5.00pm  Open Farm 
     Bowlhead Green Farm 
 

Wednesday 18th    Horts Society Rosé & Rose Evening 
     Village Hall 

 

VILLAGE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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Recently, I have been contemplating 
the origins of some of our seasonal 
celebrations. Mothering Sunday was 
not originally a Hallmark holiday. 
Historically, it was a time when 
individuals returned to their "mother 
church" or local parish church. 
Children who were in service would be 
permitted to return home and would 
often pick flowers for their mothers 
along the way. It was only in the 1920s 
that Mothering Sunday was given an 
American makeover! 

Wearing Easter bonnets originates 
from the Renaissance, when people 
would wear their best clothes for Easter 
Sunday, often including a new hat. 

As my focus switches to May, my 
interest has been piqued by the 
historical significance of Maypole 
dancing.  

Maypole dancing originated from pre-
Christian times in ancient Germanic 
and Celtic cultures. It celebrates 
spring's arrival. Held on May 1st during 
Beltane, people danced around a tall 
wooden pole adorned with flowers, 
ribbons, and greenery, symbolizing the 
connection between heaven and earth.  

As Christianity expanded throughout 
Europe, numerous pagan customs and 
rituals were assimilated into Christian 
traditions to facilitate the transition and 
promote conversion. Maypole dancing 
is an example of such a tradition that 
became part of Christian festivities.  

As Christianity became more 
widespread, Maypole dancing began to 
be associated with various Christian 
feasts, particularly those celebrating 
the Virgin Mary. Celebrations honouring 
Mary in May often included elements of 
springtime festivities, like Maypole 
dancing. The maypole was 
reinterpreted to represent Mary's purity 
and her role in the incarnation and birth 
of Jesus.  

The Puritans banned maypole dancing 
in 1644, calling it "a Heathenish vanity." 
When Charles II was restored to the 
throne in 1660, maypoles returned. 
Over time its popularity declined until it 
was revived during the Victorian era. 

Beginning in 1836, the Old Vic Theatre 
organised choreographed maypole 
dances featuring colourful ribbons on 
stage. These performances were 
subsequently replicated in numerous 
villages across the country during the 
1860s and 1870s.  

In 1841, the Church of England's 
National Society founded Whitelands 
teacher training college for women to 
support their growing network of 
primary schools. Maypole dancing was 
introduced as part of non-competitive 
physical education to build self-
confidence and team skills through 
cooperation and coordination, while 
also being fun.    

The Victorians incorporated elements 
of theology into the tradition of Maypole 
dances, suggesting that it could be 
viewed as symbolic of the Christian life. 

SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS 
By Revd Hannah Moore 
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The Maypole is firmly rooted in God, 
pointing towards heaven and extending 
down through Jesus. The dances are 
interpreted as a metaphor for how 
Christ interweaves the threads of our 
lives into a tapestry, the full picture of 
which only becomes apparent at the 
end of our lives. With all pagan 
elements removed, Maypole dancing 
was considered appropriate for Church 
of England schools and church fetes.  

So,  as we dance in the warmth of the 
May sunshine, I want to offer the 
following prayer. 

May the green earth bring forth 
abundance, and may the sun shine 
upon all our gardens and fields. May the 
wind whisper blessings on the new life 
of spring. May we be thankful for the 
gifts of nature and the joy of this day. 
May the peace of God be with us, and 
may we share this blessing with all. 
Amen 

   4th 
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As you will all be aware, Surrey as a 
county is moving towards becoming 
two or possibly three Unitary 
Authorities, which will take over the 
roles currently played by Surrey County 
Council (SCC) and Waverley Borough 
Council (WBC).  The Unitary Authorities 
will then inevitably seek to devolve to 
towns and parishes many of the 
services currently provided by both 
SCC and WBC. 
 

As a small Parish Council, we have no 
real input into the planning and 
introduction of these changes, but we 
will certainly be impacted by them.  
Therefore, we are following 
developments very carefully because 
they will certainly influence the way in 
which local government services are 
provided locally. 
 

I recently joined an online meeting 
organised by The Surrey Association of 
Local Councils (SALC).  SALC believe 
strongly in the value of the input 
provided by Town and Parish Councils, 

and they will be lobbying strongly on 
behalf of these Councils because they 
feel, as we do, that the contribution of 
local people is vital to the smooth 
running of local services. 
 

During the call, an interesting 
presentation was made by Sarah 
Mason, a County Executive Officer from 
Cornwall, which became a Unitary 
Authority some 20 years ago.  She 
explained the challenges faced by the 
devolution of assets and services; the 
merging of various teams; the resultant 
lack of knowledge of local services that 
results; and the need to achieve the 
budget savings that are driving many of 
the decisions. 
 

The Unitary Authority in Cornwall was 
keen to devolve the provision of many 
services, but few Parish and Town 
Councils had the capacity or resources 
to take them on.  The transfer of public 
services such as libraries, leisure 
centres and public toilets, for example, 
is a complex process, and there is no 
doubt that many were lost in the 
process.   Interestingly, since becoming 
a Unitary Authority, the number of staff 
employed by Cornwall has fallen from 
20,000 to 5,000.   Having said that, 
although the short-term net results 
were difficult, things have clearly 
improved over time. 
 

Within our area, the impact of these 
changes will be greatest in the towns – 
Godalming, Farnham, Haslemere and 
Cranleigh.  In Thursley, we are relatively 
protected because we don’t have any 

THURSLEY PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
By Chairman James Mendelssohn 
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Council-owned public buildings in the 
village.  We have, of course, worked 
hard to foster good relationships, 
particularly in the areas of planning and 
highways, with both SCC and WBC over 
the years and many of those 
relationships could well be lost under a 
Unitary Authority.  That is a shame, but 
we would simply have to rebuild 
relationships where necessary.   
 

One point is perfectly clear.  The move 
to Unitary is largely budget driven, 
whatever the politicians might say.  It 
seems likely that certain services that 
are currently provided by either 
Waverley or Surrey will be devolved to 
us as a local Parish.  Again, as a small 
Parish, there aren’t many such 

services, but we have to anticipate 
more areas being devolved to us – and 
this will inevitably result in increased 
precept costs. 
 

The key messages from the online call 
were the importance of being aware of 
what might change; consulting with the 
village about the likely impact of such 
changes; and developing a plan as to 
how we deal with these changes. 
 

Nothing is going to happen overnight – 
but these changes are not going away, 
so we will continue to monitor the 
situation closely and keep you all 
informed. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will 
take place in the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 6 May at 7.00 pm.    
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Many thanks to those who came to our 
Spring Show, especially those who 
entered. We had about 250 entries and 
the judges, who also visit other local 
shows, were impressed with the 
standard. There was a great display of 
daffodils, tulips, hellebores, shrubs and 
rhubarb, much more than anyone 
originally expected to find in their 
garden! The Floral Art judge, Zoe 
Mathieson, was very enthusiastic about 
the entries and is looking forward to 
seeing even more entries in the Autumn 
Show. The camelias were magnificent; 
Anne Wakeley was awarded a diploma 
for her beautiful trio of blooms. The 
children’s ‘Vegetable Animals’ were 
imaginative – a vegetable sheep from a 
cauliflower, entered by Jeffrey Goble was 

delightful. The outstanding art in the 
Handicraft section, painted by Emily 
Butler, dominated the North Hall. A huge 
life-like rhinoceros and an impressive 
elephant stared down at us and were 
much admired. Such talent in Thursley! 
 

We are looking forward to viewing the 
beautiful springtime gardens in Thursley 
and Bowlhead Green that are open to 
members and residents on May 3rd   and 
May 8th respectively. Please note that 
you need to register your interest in 
viewing these gardens by getting in touch 
with Lisa Woods (lisa@hedgefarm.co.uk) 
They will be open from 11am until 3pm, 
as will the floral display in the church. 
Maps will be available from 11am on the 
day outside the church and on the green. 
Many thanks to all those involved. 

THURSLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
By Pat Clake 

Emily Butler 
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May 10th is the date of our Annual Plant 
Sale and as always there will be a big 
collection of young vegetables including 
tomatoes of all varieties that you can 
imagine, runner beans and dwarf beans, 
courgettes and sweet corn, all grown by 
members. In addition, there will be a 
range of herbaceous perennials. 
Catherine May from Seale Rose Nursery 
will be there with her shrub and climbing 
roses too. The Plant Sale will be held 
outside the Cricket Pavilion on Saturday 
10th May from 10.30 am – 12.00. If the 
weather is very poor it will be held in the 

Village Hall. All are welcome, members 
and non-members. If you are able to 
donate something from your garden, 
please bring it along on Friday evening or 
by 10.00 on Saturday May 10th.  
 

Do reserve Wednesday 18th June for our 
Rose and Rosé  Wine Evening when there 
will be an opportunity to show your 
roses.  
 

As always, address any queries to 
thursleyhortsoc@hotmail.co.uk or ring 
Pat Clake 01252 706869 or 07771 768 
993. New members welcome. 

Jeffrey Goble 
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When Tricia asked me to write this 
article she asked what my job title was, 
a question I found quite tricky to 
answer. I wear many hats you see but in 
the simplest of terms I am a 
Commercial Director & partner of three 
fashion companies; Folk, Sounder and 
ACMH. 
 

I didn’t plan a career in fashion, I had 
planned a career in hospitality that 
would allow me the opportunity to 
travel the world. However, not long into 
my early career in hospitality 
management, my parents died. We 
were a family of modest means, but my 
brother and I were left a small 
inheritance. My brother had been 
cutting his teeth in the fashion world 

since the early 90’s, working in almost 
every role imaginable and had a long-
held ambition to have his own clothing 
brand. In 1999 he came to me with a 
business plan on a napkin that I thought 
had legs (or at the very least I thought – 
what’s the worst that can happen, we 
lose it all? After losing our parents that 
didn’t feel scary at all) and so I became 
a silent investor.  
 

A short time later he asked me to join 
the business in London and support its 
growth. Twenty-six years on and four 
businesses later we still work together. 
Cathal as Creative Director and all-
round visionary and  I take Cathal’s 
ideas and help make them a 
commercially viable option. Every day 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR /PARTNER IN FASHION 
By Maggie Smart 
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is completely unique and I touch every 
area of the businesses, whether its 
negotiating with a factory for Sounder, 
solving problems at our warehouse for 
Folk  or working with a digital agency on 
our advertising plan for ACMH. 
 

This year marks twenty-five years of 
Folk, our fashion and lifestyle brand, 
we have four London stores an 
ecommerce site and sell to a handful of 
retailers around the world like Liberty 
and Mr Porter. We remain fiercely 
independent with no outside 
investment, which comes with its own 
challenges! When we started there was 
no e-commerce and we couldn’t afford 
our own store and so we sold to stores 
like Liberty and Selfridges. Eighteen 
years ago we brought another business 
partner on board with a background in 

legal and finance and his investment 
allowed us to open our first store which 
was pivotal for us. Pre-covid we had six 
London stores and decided to use our 
break clauses to close down three to 
weather the storm, our e-commerce 
site boomed and it is now the largest 
part of the business. We recently 
opened a store just off Oxford St and 
are actively looking for more sites. 
 

During lockdown we launched a new 
business, a golf lifestyle brand, 
Sounder . Having spent most of our 
childhood on golf courses in and 
around Glasgow and summers spent in 
St Andrews it felt natural to us, 
although surprising to most of our 
fashion industry colleagues. The aim is 
to celebrate amateur golf and bring 
great quality, stylish, non-technical 

Sounder Showroom 
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clothing to the world of golf. We sell 
direct via our website and to leading 
courses like Carnoustie and Nairn. 
 

Our most recent and possibly most fun 
project is Almost Cut My Hair (ACMH)  - 
for you music fans this is a Crosby, 
Stills and Nash reference). One of our 
team, who has been with us for 17 
years ,had an idea for a brand that 
combined music, art and fashion but 
didn’t have the means to make it 
happen and so we have started the 
company with him and are mentoring 
him to take over and run the company 
eventually.  ACMH collaborates with 
people from the worlds of music and 
art to create fashion collections, which 
we well via our website and third-party 
retailers in the UK, USA , Asia and 
beyond. We also have a monthly radio 
show on Soho Radio and host a variety 

of music events to connect with our 
customers. 
 

As you can imagine, I don’t really have 
a typical day – a Monday is my most 
predictable; we start the day with trade 
meetings, reviewing last week and last 
year’s figures, look at this week’s 
projections, actions and opportunities 
and try to navigate any bumps in the 
road. This determines my priorities for 
the week. I check in with the key team 
in each business and book in any time 
with them that they need.  A lot of my 
role is now about mentoring and 
guiding the next generation. I am 
usually working on at least one project 
per company – right now I am working 
on a management development 
pathway for the team at Folk , a rebrand 
and digital upgrade for the ACMH brand 
and developing the strategy for the USA 
launch of Sounder. 

Folk 
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Outside the business I am also an 
Advisory Board Member for my alma 
mater, Glasgow Caledonian University. 
We are currently working on the 
strategy for the next ten years for the 
university and reviewing the fashion 
portfolio of courses.  
 

A jack of all trades, a professional 
generalist , commercial director or 
creative enabler - however you look at it 
– I am incredibly lucky to earn a living 
this way, surrounded by brilliantly 
creative and interesting people on a 
daily basis. 
 

Maggie with her brother Cathal 
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We are all aware that Thursley is a 
particularly equestrian village although 
perhaps not all of us are aware of the 
significance of some of the horses 
grazing in the fields and pastures 
around the village. This month I 
wanted to highlight just one Thursley 
equestrian success story – I am sure 
there are plenty more – so that it is 
captured in our archives for the future. 
Before that, here is an article from our 
website, initially researched by Sally 
Scheffers. If you haven’t visited it yet, 
please do at: 
 

thursleyhistorysociety.com 
 

There are lots of interesting articles to 
dip in and out of. This is the 
reproduction of a newspaper article 
from the Woking Mail and News 
entitled: 
 
“Stampede of 90 horses. 
Remarkable affair at Thursley 
Story of RFA Driver’s death 
 
The story of the remarkable stampede 
by ninety horses attached to an 
ammunition column of the Royal Field 
Artillery, in which driver Frederick 
Collier, aged 23 years, received 
injuries from which he died in 
Connaught Hospital, Aldershot, was 
told at the inquest held by Mr W. E. 
Foster, the Aldershot coroner, at the 
hospital, on Saturday afternoon. 
 
The accident occurred near the 
military camp at Thursley, about 
10.30am., on the 23rd June 1915.The 
stampede was apparently caused by a 
loose horse coming careering towards 
the column, which was drawn up on 
the common off the road leading to 
Thursley. 

Lieut. Blower, who was in command of 
the column, said there were about 90 
horses altogether. He had given the 
order to dismount and for the men to 
look after their horses. This they were 
doing and the witness had received 
the report of one of the N.C.O’s that 
his team was correct. The witness was 
on his way to look at the horses when 
he heard a commotion, and, without 
the slightest warning, all the horses 
simply rushed away. He was about 20 
yards away. 
 
The coroner: What do you think 
caused the stampede to take place? 
 
Witness: A loose horse came 
careering in the opposite direction 
towards our horses, and I think that 
must have startled them. I cannot say 
for certain. I have never seen anything 
like it before in my life. 
 

Did they all go off together? 
 

Every one of them galloped into the 
narrow road which has high banks on 
either side. One wagon overturned, 
and the other horses collided with it. 
They fell in a heap, and in their 
struggles one of the horses was so 
injured that it had to be destroyed, 
and several were very badly injured. 
 

How long had these horses been in 
training? 
 

Some of them six months, some of 
them not quite so long, but all of them 
not less than four months. 
 

I take it that they had been licked into 
shape a bit? 
 

Yes, they were quiet horses. I have 
had all to do with them from the time 
we have had them. There is nothing 

THURSLEY—AN EQUESTRIAN VILLAGE 
By Jackie Rickenberg (taken from the archives of the History Society) 
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the matter with them. It is one of those 
things you cannot explain. 
 
The coroner: It is remarkable more of 
you were not killed. 
 
Witness: It is extraordinary. Several 
other men were run over. One was run 
over by two wagons. 
 
Sgt. Alfred Ware said he witnessed the 
accident. He saw the horses 
stampede, and also saw the deceased 
dragged some distance. The witness 
found him in a stooping condition, and 
with the assistance of another driver, 
carried him some 20 yards and left 
him in charge of another driver. 
 
Lieut. Charles Ready, R.A.M.C., said 
the deceased was admitted to the 
Connaught Hospital about 2pm on 
Wednesday. He had been run over. 
Everything was done that could be 
done for him. He was operated on at 
4pm, and it was found that he had 
sustained a rupture of the liver, which 
had been followed by a haemorrhage. 
It was really a hopeless case. The 
deceased bore the operation very 
well, but the loss of blood was 
excessive and he died at 11.30 that 
night. 
 
The coroner said anyone who had any 
knowledge of horses knew how 
capricious they were. Apparently, a 
loose horse startled them and the men 
could congratulate themselves that 
there were not more killed. The 
coroner added that they could not 
help congratulating the military 
authorities on the care they must 
exercise in the training of such a large 
number of troops as there were in the 
district, as few accidents had really 
taken place. One had held a good 
many inquests this year, but they were 
really few in proportion to the number 
of troops we had.  

The jury returned a verdict of 
accidental death”.  
 
This incident happened in our village 
one hundred and ten years ago and 
yet due to the diligence, time and 
efforts of the Society’s archivists 
throughout the years (big thanks to 
the current team of Alie, Sue and 
Sukey!) we have the story and 
newspaper article at our fingertips. It’s 
a fantastic resource and now open to 
everyone. Winston Churchill once said 
“The present is history in the making” 
and this next article written recently by 
Lisa Roper and Tom Monghan informs 
many of us of the equestrian history 
currently being made in Thursley. 
 
“We are incredibly proud and excited 
to introduce to you The Thursley 
Group Ltd. We have had 17 wonderful 
years of breeding and producing top-
level showjumping horses in Thursley. 
Thursley is more than just a location – 
it is the foundation of everything we 
do. It is where our horses have grown 
up, where our dreams have taken 
shape and where we have been 
surrounded by an amazing community 
of people who have supported us 
every step of the way. We could not 
have done this without you.  
 

A special mention must go to the 
Rickenbergs at Kestral Wood, where 
we first started out, and also to 
Malcolm and Patricia Coles at Upper 
Ridgeway Farm, where our horses 
have been raised. We passionately 
believe that their early years on the 
farm have played a vital role in their 
success. Growing up in a natural 
environment, with the freedom to 
develop as horses first, has given 
them the strength, confidence and 
resilience that sets them apart in 
competition. Later, when their training 
began, the miles spent hacking around 
the farm helped shape them, both 
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physically and mentally, preparing 
them for the demands of an 
international showjumping career. 
 

The results speak for themselves. Just 
recently our homebred mare, Luttoria, 
made us all proud by winning both her 
opening class and the Grand Prix at 
the Longines League of Nations show 
at the World Equestrian Centre in 
Ocala, USA. An unforgettable 
moment! On the very same day her 
son, Lassino, also won his Grand Prix 
at HITS Ocala. It was a day we will 
never forget – one that proved just 
how special this breeding programme 
truly is. 
 

Adding to this incredible success, 
Bisquetta, a mare who started her 
career with us in Thursley as a three-
year-old, jumped clear again at the 
same show, the prestigious 5* Grand 
Prix at WEC. After being sold to one of 
the USA’s most decorated female 
athletes, she has continued to 
showcase her world-class talent on 
the biggest stages. She is now a hot 

contender for the $750,000 5* Grand 
Prix in Wellington this coming 
weekend, and we will be cheering her 
on as she continues to prove her 
exceptional ability. 
 

But this success is not just ours. It 
belongs to every single person who 
has been part of our journey – our 
friends, our neighbours and all those 
in Thursley who have cheered us on, 
supported us and believed in what we 
do. Now, as the Thursley Group Ltd, 
our horses will continue to compete 
under this name, carrying the values 
of our village into every arena they 
step into. Every time they enter the 
ring, they will represent the legacy of 
where they came from – the people, 
the place and the philosophy that 
shaped them”. 
 
To learn more about how you can 
become more involved in The 
Thursley Group please contact Lisa or 
Tom directly on: 
 

 lisaroperequestrian@hotmail.co.uk 

Tom Monghan on Luttoria 
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 THURSLEY PARISH COMMUNITY LITTER PICK 
By Claire Dailly 

Thank you to everyone who came out, despite the sudden rain, to support the 
organised litter pick on Sunday, 13th May.  An astonishing amount of litter was 
collected.  Thank you also to Camilla Daubeney and Bamboo Bakery for providing some 
delicious cakes and other treats. 
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It has been a hectic month; the 
weather has been amazing for 
getting jobs done, but would you 
believe it we are in need of a bit of 
rain!!. We have had a little sprinkle 
today but would like a touch more. I 
know we were all sick of the wet not 
so long ago, but needs must, and the 
grass needs a pick me up so we 
would be very grateful for some 
moisture for maize drilling. 
 

We have achieved a lot this month. 
The lagoon was emptied within two 
days because we had tanked out so 
much of the liquid - it just left very 
solid muck which is easier to load 
into trailers and get shipped out to 
the maize fields. A week later we 
were out spreading it. Usually, we 
get our contractor in to do it for us, 
but this year we hired the muck 
spreader and did it ourselves. 
Because we are then paying by the 
day for a spreader the trick is to 
get it done in as short a time as 
possible, so shift patterns were 
created (they did go slightly astray 
due to a JCB breakdown – but we 
got that fixed quickly). Toby did the 
first day, then after the breakdown, 

Nick did the second day and Toby 
took over and spread all night, with 
Nick taking over the following 
morning and all done by lunch and 
the spreader on its return home. I 
just had to take diesel out as and 
when needed and help move 
equipment to the next field, so my 
part was easy. 
 

The next job is to get it subsoiled 
and ploughed in, again a team effort. 
Nick and Matthew did stints of 
subsoiling and Toby all the ploughing 
and we are all set to drill maize. The 
seed has all arrived, the ground has 
had fertiliser on so we are just 
waiting for that little bit of rain and 
for the soil temperature to rise 
slightly, so by next week we could 
be in a position to go, we are really 
sitting pretty on the maize front. 
 

We have made some silage too, 
which has been the talk of the town 
in the farming world to make silage 
in March. It was some bales from 
our Autumn reseeds which had 
grown well over the winter and 
would be too long and of lower 
quality if we left it until April/May 
time when we usually silage. So, we 
trimmed it up and it has grown like 
mad and caught up with our other 
grass already. It was so out of 
season to silage when we did that 
any passing farmer (it’s compulsory 
to peer over your neighbours hedge) 
rang us to see what was going on, 
messages on Facebook as Nick 
posted what we were up to on there, 
even my Uncle saw the contractor 
leave their village and called him to 
see what on earth he was doing with 
a baler in March. On April 1st Nick 
also posted we had finished maize 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE FARM THIS MONTH? 
By Jo Ranson 
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drilling, and because of our earlier 
silage activity many people fell for 
the April Fool. 
 

All cattle are out now; the dairy 
cows are out day and night (we are 
still topping them up with a bit of 
maize silage). Although the grass is 
keeping up well it needs that bit of 
rain, we keeping wishing for it to 
boost it along again. The in-calf 
heifers have had their second dose 
of Huskvac and are now out. The 
baby heifers have had their vitamin 
bolus, a footbath, and electric fence 
training and are now out. The baby 
angus calves have had the same 
treatment the next day. 
 

We have decided to vaccinate for 
Blue Tongue. It is a disease spread 
by midges and Nick has seen the 
effects it has had on cattle in 
Germany, and it is not great. Some 
farmers he knows have lost 40% of 
their herd from it, milk yields and 
fertility are down too, so if we can 
protect them even just slightly it’s 
got to be worth it. They will all need 
two injections three weeks apart so 
it will be a task to get it done - 
hopefully we can tie the second 
dose in with the second day of TB 
testing. Yes, we have the joy of TB 
testing next month, without 
sounding pessimistic I want to sell 
any empty cows as should we not 
pass; we don’t want to be stuck with 
any of those.  I scanned the last of 

the cows last week - 90 in all (my 
arm was quite bruised by the end of 
the afternoon) and did find 4 that 
we though would be in calf aren’t. 
 

Poppy started with us last week, so 
staff training has been in full flow. 
Beth went on a course on calving 
cows with our work experience lad, 
and even though she knows how to 
calve a cow picked up some useful 
tips, and Toby has been on the first 
part of his spraying course learning 
all the do’s and don’ts of dealing 
with chemicals. 
 

Our inspections passed with flying 
colours; both our inspectors are also 
good communicators, they don’t just 
come and tick boxes, we have good 
discussions on the farm and cows 
and come up with new ideas and tips 
to help things run smoothly and 
correctly.  This is much more 
beneficial to both sides, as they too 
take some tips from us particularly 
my jobs file , sounds very dull but 
each member of staff gets a file 
containing how to do each job on the 
farm from how to set up the parlour 
and milk the cows, to how to 
maintain the tractor, so if they have 
forgotten what they have been 
taught or want to double check what 
they should be doing it’s all there 
for them to refer too. 
 

A date for your diaries is 8th June 
when we will be hosting Open Farm 
Sunday again, from 7am – 5pm. So, 
if you would like to come and see 
the cows being milked or where they 
graze and what we produce we would 
love to show you. 
 

This coming month will be just as 
productive as last month, maize will 
be going in, vaccinations done, Tb 
testing and some proper silage 
making. Oh and a bit more swim 
training. 
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May 1945‘ 

We take for granted as gardeners that 

we can now find out weather forecasts 

on a daily even hourly basis, on our 

phones, radio and tv but this was not 

the case for growers during the WW2. 

After nearly 6 years of war, the 8th 

May 1945 Victory in Europe day 

brought back national weather 

forecasts for the first time since the 

war began. UK weather conditions 

were kept secret during the war for 

defence reasons but in fact they were 

broadcast in code on the BBC for 

farmers and growers. Feeding the 

population was a high priority and 

every available piece of ground was 

used for food growing and weather 

warnings were important to help 

decide harvest times, vital to get the 

harvesting done promptly because 

there were fears the Luftwaffe would 

target ripening crops. 
 

Though technology has moved on, the 

weather forecasts are just as important 

to us today. Even though we are in the 

South it’s always worth remembering 

that tender plants are still vulnerable 

to late frosts in May and all your hard 

work tending seedlings can be 

decimated overnight. 
 

Halt the Flowers 

As food production became a priority, 

flowers were targeted as non essential 

and a law was passed ‘The Transport of 

Flowers Act 1942’ restricted the 

transportation of flowers. Convictions 

occurred when hauliers and six Cornish 

men were caught smuggling the first 

flowers of the season in their suitcases. 

Businesses in the Scilly Isles were on 

the verge of collapse and they had the 

ingenious idea to send Winston 

Churchill some scented narcissi. He 

was so impressed he declared ‘These 

people must be enabled to grow their 

flowers and send them to London- 

they cheer us up so much in these dark 

days.’ The rail ban was lifted on March 

18th 1943 on the condition that 

flowers did not occupy space required 

for essential supplies.  

By Debbie Spencer 
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Luckily we don’t have 

restrictions on the amount of 

flowers we can grow - here’s 

some you can be sowing now; 

Sunflowers, scabious, zinnias, 

ammi majus, verbena 

bonariensis, and last chance 

for cornflowers. 
 

Attention to Potatoes 

Keep ‘earthing up’ as they 

grow to protect early shoots 

from frost damage and to 

ensure developing potatoes 

aren’t exposed to light which 

turns them green and 

poisonous. When the foliage 

is around 20 cm tall create a 

ridge of earth about 15 cm to 

almost cover the green 

shoots. 
 

Make peas not war 

Garden peas can still be sown 

in batches through May to 

early June harvesting in 12 

weeks time. 
 

Be Alert 

Beetroot ,  swee tcorn , 

cucumber (in the greenhouse or 

outdoor varieties), purple sprouting 

broccoli, carrots, courgettes, rocket, 

French and runner beans, lettuce, 

radish can be sown again now for 

successive crops. 
 

Surrender 

Join the No Mow May revolution and 

give up mowing an area of the garden 

for May. Even the smallest patch can 

provide vital food needed by bees and 

butterflies. 
 

Keep Calm and Carry on 

Water the garden using recycled water 

or collected rainwater. Hoe off any 

weeds in the veg and flower garden. 

Get ready for Blooms for June! 
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Spring is here and soon it will be 
Summer. With the warmer weather 
we have the beauty of spring bulbs, 
trees in flower, plants growing and 
more wild creatures. In summer, 
insects are at their most abundant, 
with wildflower meadows alive with 
grasshoppers, beetles, butterflies 
and dragonflies. Swallows and swifts 
dive and glide across our fields and 
heathlands. With so much happening 
it’s difficult to believe there is a 
biodiversity crisis. However, the 
stark facts are that biodiversity has 
decreased by 60%; 33% of bumblebees 
are threatened by extinction; UK 
butterflies have decreased by 70% 
since the 1970s; UK meadows have 
declined by 97% since the 1930s.  

 

Natural England’s plans to create 
stronger nature reserves, like the 
newly formed Wealden Heaths 
National Nature Reserve (WHNNR), 
and the work of Surrey Wildlife Trust 
are much needed steps, but there’s 
also lots of fun things we can do to 

support nature and enjoy the natural 
world around us.  

 

Why not try to improve the habitat 
in your garden? As well as “No Mow 
May”, maybe try to leave some part 
of your garden to go wild? You may 
be surprised at what springs up from 
previously mowed lawns. 
Give pollinators like bees an extra 
boost by planting wildflowers and 
other native plants to provide nectar 
throughout the season. Add bird 
feeders to support them in winter. It 
really helps them through tough 
times. Also install bird, bee or bat 
boxes around your garden so that 
they can have a safe place to raise 
their young. Don’t forget to create a 
log pile too, so that insects and 
invertebrates can flourish. 
Hedgehogs love a leafy pile to 
hibernate in and frogs like a damp 
area or pond. Ponds really boost 
biodiversity. The RSPB has a good 
guide on implementing these ideas 
around your garden (see link below). 

 

ECO-FRIENDLY LIVING  -   IT’S ECO-LOGICAL 
By John Swift 
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In late spring and summer, Thursley 
common (now part of WHNNR) is a 
fantastic place to seek out “churring” 
nightjars in late spring and summer.  
If you’ve never done this before 
you’re in for a treat. These nocturnal 
birds become active at dusk looking 
for insects and have an amazing call. 
Once you’ve heard it, you’ll never 
forget the sound. Thursley common 
is also a great place to see 
dragonflies and damselflies on the 
ponds by the boardwalks. The British 
Dragonfly Society report that 26 
species of dragonflies and 
damselflies live around the open 
ponds and ditches of Thursley. They 
have a website (details below) where 
you can report the ones you see and 
to share your photos too! You can 
also see lizards on the boardwalks, 
basking in the sun before they 
wriggle away. 

 

In July and August, it's time to take 
part in the Big Butterfly Count. It’s a 
nationwide citizen science survey 
aimed at helping us assess the health 
of our environment. We count 
butterflies because not only are they 
beautiful creatures to be around, 
they are also extremely important. 
They are vital parts of the ecosystem 
as both pollinators and components 
of the food chain. However, they are 
under threat. Numbers of butterflies 
and moths in the UK have decreased 
significantly since the 1970s. This is a 
warning that cannot be ignored. 

 

Butterfly declines are also an early 
warning for other wildlife losses. 
Butterflies are key biodiversity 

indicators for scientists as they react 
very quickly to changes in their 
environment. If their numbers are 
falling, then nature is in trouble. So, 
tracking numbers of butterflies is 
crucial in the fight to conserve our 
natural world. Download a chart (or 
use their app) and spend 15 mins in a 
sunny spot to note how many species 
you see.  You can upload your results 
to their website (see details below). 

 

Surrey Wildlife Trust suggests 
taking time this summer to 
experience the various native species 
of reptiles, birds and wildflowers. 
See their link below for details.  We 
have some wonderful sites to visit on 
our own doorstep.  

 

If you want more information about 
any of these ideas or wish to help, 
please contact 

 

 jdswift@btinternet.com 
 

https://rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/activities/nature-on-
your-doorstep/ 
 

https://british-
dragonflies.org.uk/sites/thursley
-common-surrey/ 
 
https://
bigbutterflycount.butterfly-
conservation.org/ 
 
https://
www.surreywildlifetrust.org/
explore/where-see-wildlife/
summer-wildlife 
 
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/ 
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A brief respite, this week, from the 

packing, and the daydreaming/night 

terrors about the imminent unpacking, 

in the shape of a few days in Paris with 
my younger daughter Ottilie.  This is 

my one of greatest joys – one on one 

time with a child – all the more precious 

when the child is 25.  And Paris is a 
glorious city, impossibly romantic and 

wonderfully accessible by train, my 

favourite mode of transport.  Lucky us. 
 

I know they call it the City of Lights, 

and it certainly does twinkle and 

sparkle.  This week, however, it has 

been more like the City of Lines.  We 

seem to have done an inordinate 

amount of queueing.  Steak frites at 

the insta famous restaurant with the 

red awning, where the menu has but 

the one order, with its legendary 

sauce…certainly Madame – that will be 

one hour queueing.  Want to dress like 

a Parisienne by shopping at Sézane…

bien sur Mademoiselle – just arrive 

fifteen minutes before the store opens, 
and queue for twenty minutes to get in.  

The gentlemen with the velvet rope will 
be polite but firm.  Two people must 

leave with their perfectly packaged 

packages before you can come in.  

Same at the handbag du jour shop just 
off the Champs Élysées.  At pistachio 

coloured palace Ladurée, where you 

want to buy the obligatory macaron.  

Six deep when we joined it, mercifully a 

few minutes ahead of the school trip, 
where 30 kids were each going to 

choose and pay for their own macaron 

individually.  Ottilie is a primary school 

teacher and found this endearing.  I 
found it rather tense making.  At the 

Louvre, should you wish to wonder, like 
the throng, what is making the Mona 

Lisa smile, or the Musée D’Orsay, to 
get up close with the pointillist brush 

strokes.  Queue.  Definitely at the new 

David Hockney exhibition – far out of 

the centre, where the tennis is played 
at Roland Garros at the Foundation 

Louis Vuitton (not a handbag to be 

seen).  Well worth it, that one.  What a 

man.  What a colour palette.  What joy.  

(On until August.)  And obviously, for a 
loo, anywhere – that one will snake 

around corners and take forever, but is 

the only one of the lot that joining is 

 

CITY OF LINES 
By Lizzie Young 



39 

necessary, not optional, so sigh, pull 

out your phone (what on earth did we 

do without those to entertain us as we 

wait?) and get on the back of the line. 
 

Some people – the kind I’m not sure 

whether to grudgingly admire or revile 

– apparently pay people to stand in 

lines for them.  At the insta famous 

steak restaurant, a family of freshly 

showered and definitely not foot weary 

tourists (I shall leave you to guess their 

nationality) slithered out of a blacked-
out van of some sort and sauntered 

nonchalantly to the front and 

immediately straight in to the 

restaurant.  It’s a good job the steak 

knives were all inside.  It reminded me 
of the Christmas Carol Concert at my 

girls’  Manhattan School, held each 

year at a beautiful and swanky church 

on 5th Avenue.  Families sent their 

nannies to line up outside in the 

freezing cold to race in when the doors 
opened and save the best pews.  Not 

quite the festive spirit, right? 
 

The thing is, the French are very good 

at queueing.  No complaining, no 

cheating, no ‘accidentally on purpose’ 

sliding in.  And I thought that was our 

thing, the English.  We love a queue.  

We will join a queue when we don’t 

even know what it’s for.  It’s in our 

DNA, right?  We believe we are better 

at it than our European cousins.  It got 

me to thinking…. In this new world 
order we are being forced to confront – 

the one where America (at least for the 

next few years) might actually no 

longer feel like an ally – has everything 

actually been turned on its head?  

(Note:  I promised our esteemed editor 

early on that I wouldn’t use this column 

for political purposes – nothing too 

controversial.  On this subject – that 

being the Mango Mussolini (TM James 
O’Brien on LBC – I wish I’d thought of 

it, but he did) and his dastardly deeds, I 
break that promise, and I’m okay with 

it.  Happy to debate it with you on the 

Clump.).  Are we English going to stop 

talking incessantly about the weather?  
Apologising profusely when other 

people wrong us in any way?  Debating 

the correct order for clotted cream and 

jam on a scone, or the correct way to 
say scone?  Ditto the great milk first/

tea first quandary?  Will we be 

surrendering our sarcasm/irony crown, 

and will we stop being gratuitously self

-deprecating for no apparent reason?  
Where will it all end? 
 

We’ve one more queue in the morning, 

before we head back to queue at the 

Gare du Nord for the train home.  
Notre Dame.  Already thwarted by an 

impenetrable ticketing system online, I 

discovered too late that they weren’t 

selling tickets in Holy Week, and that a 
positive pilgrimage of a queue was the 

only way to get inside and see the 
apparently breathtaking and 

marvellous restoration of the cathedral 

ravaged by fire in 2019.  I truly regret 

not going up to London to queue to 

pay my respects to the late Queen.  I 
should have done.  So this is a line I will 

gladly join.  Wish us luck! 
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WORLD WAR II CAKE 

My paternal granny kept a handwritten 

book of recipes during rationing in WW2 

and I thought it would be nice to share 

one with you all.  It is a great reality 

check, a reminder if you will, that you 

can bake something delicious with just a 

few ingredients.  It contains no eggs, 

margarine rather than butter, just 2oz of 

sugar (bearing in mind you only received 

8oz per week on rations, this was a 

‘special treat’ cake), you will also see it 

says ‘liquid’ milk (this was also a treat, as 

most milk was powdered and from a tin 

and then water was added to it).  I spoke 

with my aunt who is 90, as this was her 

mother’s recipe book, and she said that 

syrup/treacle was a luxury they bartered 

for by exchanging home grown 

vegetables.  How lucky are we to live in a 

time and place where the supermarkets 

are brimming to bursting ……… 
 

Wilton Crescent Farm House Cake 
 

Ingredients 

8oz Plain Flour 

3oz Margarine (I used Flora) 

6oz Raisins 

3 Tablespoons Golden Syrup/Treacle 

1 Dessertspoon Vinegar (I used white 

wine vinegar) 

2oz Soft Brown Sugar 

1 Teaspoon Ground Ginger 

1 Teaspoon Mixed Spice 

1 Teaspoon Bicarbonate of Soda 

Pinch of Salt 

2 Tablespoons Milk 
 

Heat your oven to 150 Fan, Gas Mark 3, 

170 Celsius 
 

Method 

Rub the margarine into the flour, add 

the bicarbonate and other dry 

ingredients, mix well, add the syrup, 

vinegar, raisins and then lastly the milk, 

mix again until everything is 

incorporated (it will resemble a 

shortbread type consistency), then press 

into a small lined baking tray (I used one 

that was 15cm x 20cm) and bake for 

roughly 20 minutes until golden brown 

on top.   
 

Leave to cool in the tin then share with 

friends - it is surprisingly delicious (or as 

my granny wrote "Very Good" !). 

SUGAR & BAKES 
By Camilla Daubenay 
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Tribute by Stephen & Andrew Barr 
In Hilary’s own words – “In 1978, a 
certain office manager from John 
Holman & Sons rang Career Plan to ask if 
someone could come down to speak to a 
Mr. Barr, as his secretary was leaving. I 
leapt onto the tube and hot-footed it 
down to the City and met this Mr. Barr, 
who invited me out to lunch!” 
Soon Dad had a new girlfriend who in 
fairly short order became our step 
mother!  When we first met her we had 
no idea at the time that this introduction 
would mark the beginning of a 
relationship that would bring so much 
warmth, stability, and love into all of our 
lives over 46 years. 
As Hilary recounted, “The rest is history. 
In 1981, we married at Fulham Registry 
Office. Then we had a blessing in the 
Savoy Chapel, followed by a jolly 
reception at The Savoy, and a party in the 
basement of Drones!” 
She was in her early thirties, full of life 
and energy.  She brought a unique blend 
of kindness, thoughtfulness, and 
forthrightness. She had a sharp wit, a 

strong moral compass and an 
occasional penchant for racy language!   
She brought Dad great happiness and 
softened some of his harder edges, 
helping him to become more open and 
understanding as we grew up. She had 
an innate ability to read a situation and 
gently steer him toward a more 
reasonable perspective, especially when 
he was at his most formidable. Her 
ability to keep Dad in check was 
legendary and she earned his 
affectionate nickname “The Old Bill,” 
which soon became just “Bill” to all of 
us. 
At the time, Dad had a flat in Pimlico, but 
soon after they met, they moved to Vean 
Cottage in Thursley. This marked the 
beginning of a lifelong love affair with 
both the village and with her beloved 
Labradors.  
In Thursley, Hilary quickly immersed 
herself in village life. She dedicated 
herself to the WRVS, Meals on Wheels, 
and the Church, where she served as 
Church Warden for more than 35 years.  
She was a pillar of the community and 
devoted to public service, qualities 
imprinted on her by her mother, giving 
generously of her time and energy to 
causes that mattered to her. Over her 45 
years she forged many deep and lasting 
friendships across the generations as a 
result. 
Hilary and Dad shared many passions, 
chief amongst them golf, entertaining, 
and travel. She took up golf after meeting 
Dad, and together they became deeply 
involved with West Surrey Golf Club, 
where they both served as captains.  

HILARY JOY DENHOLM BARR 
3rd May 1945  -  12th January 2025 
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Hilary was exceptionally kind, always 
putting others first. She embraced our 
ready-made family wholeheartedly, 
standing by us through all the ups and 
downs that life brought—especially in 
the early years. She took a genuine 
interest in each of us, and was our 
supporter, safe harbour, confidante and 
advocate.  
Hilary loved a party, particularly 
Christmas and birthday celebrations. 
She was a very generous host. She 
remembered everyone's birthdays, 
including her grandchildren's, sending 
thoughtful gifts and making sure that 
everyone was included, even when on 
the other side of the world. 
Above all, Bill loved life. She had an 
infectious laugh, a warm smile, and a 
deep appreciation for the people around 
her. She and Dad shared a wonderful life 
together, full of adventure, love, and 
laughter. And when Dad began to 
decline, she devoted herself to caring for 
him showing great strength and 
resilience at that time. She faced 
challenges head-on with grace and 
determination. Her motto was KBO!  
We will miss her sense of humour 
including her love of an inappropriate 
comment!  We’ll also miss her 
boundless enthusiasm particularly for 
Biscuit and anything related to dogs, her 
passion for golf and her active role at the 
heart of both the pub and church 
communities in Thursley. 
Though we will miss her deeply, we are 
forever grateful for the love, laughter, 
and warmth she brought to each of us. 
Tribute by Emma Barr 
A Time for Everything:  
Ecclesiastes tells us  "There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens:"  

If there were ever a living embodiment of 
this profound truth, it would be Hilary, or 
as we knew her, Bill. The Labrador-
Loving, Party-Starting, Faith-Filled Force 
of Nature. 
A woman who loved her Labradors more 
than most people love their best friends, 
the go-to person to ask any question 
about village and church protocol in 
Thursley, a woman who could arrange 
flowers like a florist, and who was known 
for starting parties and planning Church 
festivals with the flair of a seasoned 
entertainer. 
Hilary’s life was nothing short of an 
Ecclesiastes poem — every season and 
every phase beautifully lived to the 
fullest. Just as Ecclesiastes speaks of a 
time for every season, Hilary’s life 
unfolded like a series of beautifully 
timed chapters and so in her 30’s there 
was a time to fall in love, and she did, 
finding Pat and building a partnership 
that was both steady and full of 
adventure. 
Ecclesiastes also says, "A time to 
plant, and a time to uproot”  
Moving to the village of Thursley was no 
mere change of address for Hilary—it 
was the start of a new season of life, one 
where she embraced her role as a 
central figure in a community that 
quickly became family. 
This move became “a time to build” as 
she took on a  more active role as 
stepmother to Andrew, Julia, and 
Stephen. True to her indomitable style, 
Hilary didn’t just step into this role; she 
leapt into it, embracing the challenge 
with a heart full of love and a knack for 
always remembering birthdays, 
milestones, and special occasions.  
Most gifts I have received over the last 
37 years have had a distinct dog theme: 
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the cushion with the saying “be the 
person your dog thinks you are” being a 
classic Hilary. 

Through every changing season of her 
life there was always time for a party, 
Hilary and Pat not only opened their 
home but also their hearts. It was also as 
a team they weathered life's highs and 
lows with an easy camaraderie; and it 
was with fantastic stoicism and 
commitment that Hilary cared for Pat 
during the difficult time of Covid and 
beyond.  

A Time to Be Gran Bill and a 
Godmother….. 
Hilary was also known as Gran Bill and 
she never failed to entertain the grand 
children with her wit and determined 
views on things she was also a fabulous 
godmother, and had a knack for turning 
the simplest of occasions into legendary 
ones.  
Take the time she picked up her 13-year-
old godson, Piers, from Bedales. She 
looked at him, barely a teenager, and 
thought, “What’s the worst that could 
happen?” So, she took him home, 
handed him a perfectly cooked steak, a 
bottle of claret, and plopped him down 
in front of a war movie. All while she and 
Pat dashed off to a village drinks party. 
It’s the sort of thing you don’t forget, and 
for Piers, Bill’s blend of unexpected fun, 
trust, and pure godmother magic 
remains a highlight of his youth. 
 

A Time to Embrace Change 
When the Old Vicarage no longer felt 
quite right, Hilary’s adventurous spirit 
led her and Pat to Wild Goose — a place 
that seemed as full of life as she was. 
And there, she continued to make the 
world a brighter, more joyful place, 
embracing every change with a 
contagious optimism. 

A Time for Friendship and a Time for 
Faith 
Hilary was the epitome of friendship. 
The kind of friend who would always 
show up, whether it was for a casual 
stroll across the common or an 
impromptu village drinks party (Hilary 
never missed one of those). She didn’t 
need an invitation; she was simply there 
when you needed her—whether you 
were celebrating, mourning, or in need 
of a good laugh. 
 

As a friend, she had a profound ability to 
make people feel heard and seen. And 
when things were tough, she was the 
one standing in the gap, ready to step in, 
offer help, or simply sit with you.  
 

Ecclesiastes tells us there is "a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance," and Hilary 
embodied both. She was a joy in 
moments of celebration and a comfort in 
times of sorrow. 
Above all, Hilary’s faith was her 
foundation. She was the kind of woman 
whose faith wasn’t just a part of her 
life—it was her life.  
A Time for Walking and a Time for 
Conversation 
In the end, there was no greater joy for 
Hilary than the simple act of walking on 
the common with a friend—or a 
Labrador. It was during these walks that 
Hilary’s wisdom and wit shone through, 
offering insights into life, love, and 
everything in between. 
Hilary’s presence in the village, and 
indeed in all our lives, will be missed, but 
her legacy—of love, laughter, faith, and 
friendship—will continue to inspire us 
for years to come. She will always be 
that bright star whose light illuminated 
our lives with boundless grace.  
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KEITH'S PRIVATE CAR HIRE 

  
 

 Let Keith take you where you want to go  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Local and long distance 

 
Heathrow and Gatwick Airports 

(including pick-ups) 
  
 

ELSTEAD  Tel: 01252 703005 
 
 

Email: lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com 
  

mailto:Lesley.tilson1955@gmail.com
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MJP Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
Helpful friendly plumber.  

Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap washer to  
refitting your bathroom.  

Servicing or replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

We work with all systems –   heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

Contact Mike on 07768 844276 
or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

Michelle Renée  
 

A unisex salon offering a highly professional service in  
classic & contemporary hair design 

 

Consultations & fringe trims are complimentary 
[ 

Visit our website for prices & services 
 

MR   Hair by Design 
 

www.michellerenee.co.uk 
01252 703183 

 

Selsey Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead, Surrey GU8 6HN 

http://www.michellerenee.co.uk
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Since 1968, Beacon Hill Cleaners have been 

providing the highest quality  
residential and commercial carpet and  

upholstery cleaning services.  
 
 

We are a family run business who pride  
ourselves on giving our customers  

a 100% satisfaction guarantee, all our  
work is fully insured.  

 

 

The services we can provide are: 
 

Carpet Cleaning ,Upholstery Cleaning, Curtain & Rug Cleaning 
 

(Including professionally cleaning Persian, Chinese & Indian rugs)   
 

07779 166 161 
01428 606 486 

 

paul@beaconhillcleaners.co.uk 
Beacon Hill Road, Hindhead, GU26 6QJ  

 

 
  

Beaconhillcleaners Beacon Hill Cleaners 
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Private French Lessons 
  
 

Bonjour, Je m’appelle Valérie, 
 

I am a French native speaker, with tutoring experience,  
who can offer private lessons. 
 

Whether you need tailored lessons to achieve specific objectives 
(GCSE, AS/A level, moving to France) or you just want to practice your 
French over a cup of coffee, feel free  to contact me. 
 

 

Please call: 07838681984                                                                                                     
Or email: ferrisvalerie@aol.com       
                       

   A bientôt.                                                                                                                   

 
 

COME AND JOIN  
GODALMING CHORAL SOCIETY 

  
on TUESDAY 10th JANUARY 2017 

  
when rehearsals begin for  

 
HAYDN : THE CREATION 

 
We meet at 7.30pm in all new Wilfrid Noyce Centre, Crown Court, Go-
dalming, GU7 1DY. If you enjoy singing and would like to join a pro-

COLES KENNELS 
Upper Ridgeway Farm, Thursley  GU8 6QR 

 
 

CAT BOARDING   DOG BOARDING 
The very best of care in                   Very spacious pens; raised  
beautiful surroundings  underfloor heated beds for 
Phone: (01428) 604508  ultimate dog comfort; 
     large exercise runs. 

          Phone: (01428) 609400 
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Plaster 

Paint Sprayer 

Tiles 

Woodwork 

Wallpaper 

Slabs 

Drywall 

Silicone render 
 

PHONE  07903 032563 

J E A N  C O S TA  
Painter & Decorator 
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BUTTERFLIES NURSERY,  
THURSLEY  

Open 51 weeks of the year  
8 a.m to 5.30 p.m.  

Enrolment from 6 months to 4 years  
Enquiries:  

butterfliesnursery@live.co.uk  
or call 07827786005 
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